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PREFACE.

Tuis small work, is not designed, to include
every thing, that might be said on a subject;
which, however antiquated, is still interesting;
as it treats of the glory, or disgrace, of the ances-
tors of the most civilized nations of the present
age. ' Its full completion, as it depends on the
uncertain favor of the public, may never be ef-
fected. It would include a variety of collateral
evidence; and, if the name of Caesar, be taken as
symbolical of the Roman power; it would demand
a minute scrutiny, of all the transactions of the
Romans with Britain. This process would shew
the preponderance of her councils, and arms, in
all ages; and the utter impracticability of the
success of a foreign power, against a nation,
which, if true to itself, could always have defied
the united efforts of the world.
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"FHE invasion of Britain by Cisar is a period of
history which has so éften ‘comé: before the eyes
of ‘almost every rea.der, that it sppears to have
been set at rest for ever, and the barbarism of thd
ancient Britons has been so peremptorily deteri
mined by men of the deepest research, and most
sagacious minds, that it may seem paradoxical to
dispute their assertions. . But if the question has
been surrounded by circumstances caiculated to
~ deceive the imagination, and pervert the judge-
ment, if it has been opposed by prejudices most
strongly rooted in our nature, and perpetually
recurring, if the truth has been most studiously
concealed, and the most artful falsehoods brought
- forward, the history of ancient Britain, tho’ per-
petually examined, may yet have been completely
misunderstood. These considerations and the
B

]



2 CESAR AND

conviction that truth is always valuable, and ca-
pable of indefinite application, have incited me to
researches apparently trifling, but whose results,
if well founded, may act on the whole course of
the Roman history-as the-deteotion of early errors
in an arithmetical process may affect the whole
calculation. The confused and imperfect state-
ments of the Romans, which indicate the most
tedious angsypapjmpry coptests; pith qpopulous,
strong, and warlike people, are supposed, almost
generally, to prove nothing but the weakness and
barbarism of a nation, which neither ten years
of warfare, for Britain must first have been con-
qyaved iy Gonly, conld suhducy: wor-a:long ima @
gensrals andereperons campletely um:ipgo & cony
guered pravipes. . Butif the palicyand campaigns
afithe Bompns, whe considered the subjugation of
Biritodn, ps peseatinl ta the pafqy, of thve cuprings
b5, fainly. reviewedy the. mind will eagily form:n
KWW mﬁlﬂxﬁm Asiithe, palicyof; the
B«M,@eﬂamlmly follomed by moopssive
BIvErReigns. 4. indisputable, -is s eatirply unpot
couptablg iy, after. the failwres.of Julins Gwsa,
and ¢hqfdppq=ture: of the. armies of Augystes-on
equal tecios, the' demenstrations, probablyto pre-
yent the jpyasion of Italy, were made by-Caligula,
ne fiwther attempt vecusrred. till:the fifth genorar
twn, % long ;period even in the history of nations,
when the former invasions had become subjects:
oﬁ shistery or t.mdxtmn. At this txme they re-en-
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sered Britain not as eonquerors but as allas, whea
after a eivil war the defeated party toek yefuge ia
iGaul, and in censequence. of serious threats frem
the government of Britain, the Romans proferned
carrying the war into a foreign country, to ag in-
vasion of Italy.: Theséevents presentithe pieture
© ‘of'a natien rich enough to make:its eonquest dé-
#irable, 'and yet toe powerful to be attacked with
jmapunity. That the Remans obtained only & pre-
carious and military :possessien .of part: of the
‘tsland, is .evident from the .omissjen of the con-
quest of Iredand, whose ports were more knowh
4han those of Britain, in censequence of a regular
twade with Spain.  As Ircland was to Biitain, whet
“Britain was to the Cantinent, the hest meansiof
imssnring its subjection, not.only one legion, which
-41i. cemversation was stated by Agricela.to be suffi-
-ciemt,. but .even five or more legions would "have
‘been gladly employed in its reduction. Butso far
from the conquest being possible, it was thpught
‘manost . daring exploit, to come in sight -of theseh
twhich divides Ireland from Britain. As Britsia
oras invaded .at the first .opportunity, -and its
vevnquest subsequently became the gwveat «objedt
-of Roman ambition, we may be assured that the
“forbesrance of Augustus, and kis immediate sug-
-eessors, towards an island whieh according to the
-poets of the day rivalled Syria in wealth, and Par-
~thid in military power, was dictated more by fedr
than.policy. But the effect of substituting osten-
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sible for real motives has been to throw a designed
obscurity over the transactions of those times,
and consequently, the Roman writings, the usual
authorities for our early history may justly be
suspected.

The fictions of regal Rome, have often been
detected and exposed, while the eveats of her -
consular and imperial state are suffered to pass
a8 undoubted history. But it has not been consi-
-dered that the whole of the Roman history wants
-the check of opposing evidence, which has either
.been destroyed by the government, or has perish--
-ed thro’ time. Histery, the result of cautious
and impartial examination of conflicting tests-
mony, is seldom, if ever, found in the writers of
Rome. In every public transaction, the original
-relater, the senate, and the people, promoted de-
-ception. The Roman histery began with fable,
-and was continued with a perversion of truth more
deceptive than fable. A mystery, in particular,
.hangs over the whole transactions between Ceesar
.and the Gauls, and Britons, which is increased
by the near resemblance of the commentaries to
. truth, for Ceesar avoiding the usnal generalizations

-of falsebood, has given minute details of time,
.place, and person. A reference to modera times
-will admirably elucidate the system of . Camsar.
-There. is.a striking resemblance in. principle be-
tween his commentaries and the bulletins of Buo-
naparte. Both claim victorics when defeated,
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and even when a change of positien betrays the
failure of their plans. Both attribute adverse
events to the elements, both affect to despise the
enemy at the very time when he is most superior
to them. In Buonaparte, detection immediately
followed imposition, but the principle is so similar
in the commentaries, that a minute examination
.comvinces us, that contemporary history would
have turned the greater part of his pretended
victories into the most unexampled defeats. The
exploits of Czesar, at the first view so magnificent,
when examined in detail, shrink to nothing, and
extensive sea-fights, the passage of mighty rivers,
the successful invasion of foreign countries, the re-
«duetion of powerful kingdoms to tributary states,
iprove either mere falsities, or gross exagger-
ations. Itis asubject worthy of research to prove
.the truth or falsity of Ceesar’s narrative, for the
.great Babylon, tho’ lying.in ruins, is still a sub-
.Jeet of mystery and anxious speculation, as the
_ -effects or supposed effects of her power still swh-
-sist. The invasion of Britain by Ceesar, as con-
«negted with our early history is still interesting, -
: but. we assign to it more importance than its tran-
,sitory nature and want of real connexion with awr
.annals demand. Centuries have rolled away.since
. that event, yet it retains its freshness in our minds,
for all the wrifers, sinee Elizabeth, have fixed on
it as the first era of our history, .and have rejected
the chronicles, not for their improbability, for they
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Year the impress of trath;, but because they differ
from Ceesar, whose mere assertion colifirms every
thing, and whose denial ox even silenee disproves
the most probable events. Thus, the:. Britous
‘claim an early eastern origin, in oppesition te:Cse-
‘sax, who asserts that the island was peopled’rom
the neighbouring eoast of Gaul, the chrewicles are
consequently false, and the comméntaries rank:as
the most authentie and unbiassed history. Such
is the logie which has deceived the industrious
‘Rapin, and the sagacious Hume. They represent
‘the island as unknown to the rest of the world,
-and inhabited by tribes of Barbarians little better
than painted savages. Caesar with them is the
Columbus whe discovered, and the Cortez who
-donguered a new world. Rowland indeed, in
his Mona antdqua has vindicated the Druids, but
at the expense of the body -of the people, forget-
ful that an enlightened aristocracy rwust neces-
:sarily refine the nation, and -eeuld not-itself ex-
-i8t but in consequence of previous, and: general
-otvilization. This undisputed -conviction of the
‘harbarous state of the Britons, the’ unconfirmed -
-@ven by the specious and -deceptive commenttaries
- ofCeesar, has deprived them- of roads, cifies, trade,
eonymerce, and:of all knowledge of civilizsed na-
-tlons. With regard to ancient Britain, ‘imagina-
ttion -even has been dormant; -no scenes of pastoral
“Yinnoeence, no age of gold flourished in her secluded
‘plains, no Druids.stretched under her venerable
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oaks, meditated the rudiments of infant seience,.
or pouned forth their simple verse. . On the pon~
trary, one mniform shade of hlackness has heen
threwa .over the pisture, her suppesed barberien
has been gvereharged, her tewns represeated as
confuged huts, her plains without reads, and her
amRies Mere asaembhges of naked and undmm
plined bprhariemss .. -

... e suppesition ﬂm&«mviluhﬁcm eame. bo: thn ‘
by!hnd thue’, the ecincuitous route of Greece iand
Rome,has strengthened the idea. of its barbanism;
the . ight which, shone' nn. tlwee refined :nations
" bging supposed gradually ta lose brilliancy.in:its
pregmess,. And at last to shed but a. moenlight rely
on. khis benighted ishand. . Nor wesild the suppesis
tion bitveibeen exvoneous, for having come hy land
i waat.mecessarily -have been tremsmitted thyxo
the weverse, the moat direct and elose. commiinis
eatiar weuld sebsist between .the .colony amd the
maother couniry, -and all iraprovements- in sciencs
and liserntare, all reeent inventions of trade, and
mixims-of commeree, would be immediately eom¢
municated. If then civilization -came 1o these. is>
laads direetly from the refined and learned nations
of the Eaat, Britain may pessibly have been civili~
wed £rom the most remote antiquity. The regulay
gsuccessive transmissian of science thro’ Greeog
and Reme, is a vuigar error unsupported either by
enalogy-or reason. .All the eolonies of Tyre, in



8 - CZAESAR AND

effect all the nations of the western ‘world, parti-
eipated cqually in the advantages of the mother
country. All the islands and coasts of the Medi-
terranean, and the Adriatie, were in the earliest
times eccupied by powerful, commercial, and ma~
nufacturing ‘nations, which equalled the refine-
ment-of Greece, whose influence extended in every:
direction through western Europe, and:whose
merchandize counterbalanced : the éxperts -of the
East. +For ‘cdmmerce could not be carried on’' by
the mere productions ‘of the sea-ports, ‘but must
necessarily be maintained by the produce and ma-
mifactures of -the interior, sea-ports resembling
- the mouths-of rivers, which diseharge into the sea
the: waters collected from a vist expanse of coutn
try. If the world be examined geographically, the
coust ‘of northern Africa, and the supposition is
favored by the extreme antiquity of Egypt, seems
to have been the natural route for early navigation
and censequent civilization.” In this case, Spain;
Gaul, and Britain, might have been colonized
any centuries before the arrival of Cadmus and
Pelops in Greece. If it be recollected that the
Greeks were only colonies of the Pheenieians, there
is no reason for giving them a decided superiority
over the many nations which emanated from Tyre.
A constant stréam of civilization flowed from the
" East, not merely to Greece, but to every island,
~ and ‘accessible coast of the world. The prevailing
opinion has arisen from the supposed impossibility
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of early navigation, but it may easily be dispro~
ved by the nature of the art itself, and by histo-
rical evidence. The world might have remained
for ever ignorant of the power of gunpowder, and
steam, those great agents of the moderns in peace
and war, for no natural chain of reasoning leads
to their discovery. But, the most splendid nav;{,
tho’ it appear when viewed on the whole, to be the
grandest effort of human art, and science, arise?
from a few simple data, the buoyancy of wood, and
its obvious propulsion by oars, and wind. 'Where-
ever wood and iron abounded near the sea, the
imagination of a ehild would easily picture out a
floating house which might be wafted to the dis~
tant island, and even reach the unseep shores
which bounded the expanse of waters that lay
before him, Maritime discovery is of the most
exciting nature, and would be embraced, theo-
retically, or practically, by every mind. Even
the timid, and-sedentary, listen with eagerness to
the accounts of distant regions. To a coasting na-
vigation no difficulties would present themselves,
‘and he must be ignorant of the human mind, who
supposes that navigation beginning on the shores
of the Mediterranean, would be checked, and not
rather excited by the outlet to an unknown sea.
‘Colonies would be the natural result of a coastmg
navigation, when an abundant population, by the
appropriation of land would gradually remove it
from the great mass of the people. A regular
C
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communication would of course be maintained be-
tween the colonies and the mother country, as in
the art of navigation, and the principles of com-~
merce, they were precisely equal. It is not neces-
sary nor even possible to suppose that navigation
was carried on solely by the eastern countries,
for mechanical resources of the highest kind, and
suited to all the exigences of naval architecture,
existed not only among the Egyptians, and the
AGreeks, but among the most ancient Britons, as
is evident from the prodigious structures of Ave-
bury and Stonehenge. _

Much stress has been laid on the remarks of
Ceesar, as to the similarity of names, and customs,
on the Continent, and in Britain. But the argu-
ment is convertible, and consequently inconclusive,
for if the same enquiries had been made in Britain,
a directly contrary answer would have been ob-

‘tained, Each nation would have equally grati-
fied vanity, by the assertion of superior antiquity.
But in the conduct of Gaul towards Britain, may
be recognized the attentions anciently paid by co-
lonies to the mather country. In sacred matters
the inhabitants of the Continent ‘yielded to Britain,
‘@ presumption that the religion of Britain passed
with her colonies to Gaul. The resart of the Gauls
to Britain, shews that the British must have been
originally superior to them in sciencé, and by a
_constant communication with the East must have
maintained their superiority. A few religious
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rites would have been imperceptibly transferred
to Gaul, long before the time of Csesar. A conti-
nued residence in Britain, would be necessary for
the numerous acquirements of the Gallic Druids,
and, in all probability, they remained as long in
Britain, as Plato, and others, resided in the East.
This elevation in science, infers a similar progress
in art, in which the reflecting, and persevering
Briton, probably at all times excelled his neigh-
bours.

The Tyrians had a natural predilection for is-
lands, and the same motive which led them to
colonize Gades, would induce them to occupy th{a
islands of the Atlantic, and colonies in Britain
would naturally extend to the Continent. The
evidence of Casar however does not relate to the
interior, whose inhabitants he expressly says were
indigenous. This opinion is also maintained by
Tacitus, and both authors support the doctrines
of infidelity which assert the general and spon-
taneous production of mankind. The question
therefore of the original colonization of Britain
" is entirely untouched by them. Notwithstanding
the testimony of these authors, which, tho’ partial
changes may have occurred on the coast, does:
not affect the mass of the population, the British
isles may have been peopled by direct colonies
from the East. Colonization by land, in which
case the inhabited parts of the world must at an
early period have suffered all the evils of old
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countries, rests on no good authority, is highly

inconvenient, if not impossible, and is repugnant
to the division of the earth into distinct nations.
The colonization of the western nations by sea is
far more probable, and the instance of the Suevi
furnishes a strong argument in its favor. As they
worshipped Isis, and carried a boat in their pro-
cessions, the most direct history could not more
strongly confirm their arrival by sea from Egypt.
If the Egyptians colonized so remote a spot, much
more would the intermediate countries, and those
more adapted for commerce, demand their atten-
tion. A memorial then of Egyptian architecture
as Stonehenge would fully attest their presence.
If we refer to the most authentic of all histories,
we shall find that the arts, particularly that of
navigation, were soon advanced to very high per-
fection, and it is impossible to suppose that the re-
cords of them were not most carefully preserved.
Man, therefore, immediately after the flood, must
have been furnished with the easiest means of
transporting himself to the most distant parts of
the world. The seas appear to have been arranged
by providence, as a means of convenient communi-
cation between distant countries, and consequently
of spreading population into every part of the
globe. By land, population would extend on every
side like the circles formed by a stone in a lake,
but by sea, it would naturally divide itself into
distinct governments, and it is the only mode by
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which distant colonization could be effected, for a
population extending itself hy land would natu~
rally acquiesce in the first soil that suited it. The
Cretans, and Pheenicians, who are described as the
most active, at a very early period, in colonizing
Libya, and the countries beyond the straits of
Gibralter, must have carried on their operations
entirely by sea, and with such success, that a reflux
of population took place, and colonies from Spain
penetrated beyond Pontus. Strabo records as an
undoubted fact, that the ancients far excelled the
navigators of his time in the length and import-
ance of their voyages. When every expedition
led to the most interesting and profitable discove-
ries, it is most probable that-the utmost extension
was given to the simple data on which navigation
depends, for not only riches but dominion followed
its successful practice. The aboriginal merchant
easily became a Prince. Many events of the
greatest consequence must have occurred during
that long period of civilization in Crete, which the
fables of antiquity have assigned to the Titans and
the family of Saturn. Minos, their legitimate de-
scendant, and evidently the heir of ages of civili-
zation, emerges from the darkness into the light
‘'of history, as the master of a powerful fleet, and
the conqueror of the Grecian islands. The navies
‘of Crete, and Tyre, forming an insular dominion,
‘must have been the grand instruments in colo-
nizing, and consequently civilizing, the old world,

.
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and more daring expeditions probably peopled
the new Continents. With these powerful means,
it seems absurd, without some express testi-
mony, to recur to others far more inconvenient,
and less efficient. If it appear that navigation
explored every part of the globe, not excepting
even the Continents of America, the secret perhaps
which Pheenicia concealed from Greece, to which
they were carried by the spirit of enterprise which
discovered Iceland, explored the polar regions,
traversed the equator, circumnavigated Africa,
and penetrated to China and Australia; if com-
merce followed navigation or rather accompanied
it, if the arts and sciences naturally spread them-
selves wherever navigation and commerce exten-
ded, civilization may be fairly inferred from the
most minute collateral proofs, while the most am-
ple and unbiassed testimony would be required to
disprove it. Britain, in particular, as lying in the
way of coasting voyages, must have been known
in the most ancient times, tho’ hostile nations, and
seas covered with powerful fleets, might easily
have intercepted it from the view of the Romans,
who were naturally silent respecting countries
which lay beyond their power. )
Before colonization became necessary, and it is
only thro’ necessity that man leaves his native
home, the fertile parts of the earth must have been
© covered with an impenetrable mass of woods, and
 thickets, or with lakes and morasses. The fertile
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lands;, therefore, would not have afforded a passage
to colonies, and in deserts they must have starved.
The forests of low, thorny wood, which originally
covered the Continents, must have been at first
cleared by a painful and laborious process, like -
the back settlements in America, and would be
gradually occupied as the population of the coast
overflowed. Without regular support, the ardu-
ous attempt of distant colonization by land, must
have been followed by total destruction. But the
support which colonies require from the mother
country can only be conveyed econveniently by sea.
Colonies of course were planned for the advantage
of the mother country, and no nation without the
prospect of ultimate advantage, would burden it-
self with the support of a remote population. But
the early history of colonies is little more than an
enumeration of the expenses and burdens entailed
on the countries from which they emanated. If
therefore they had been separated by long intervals
of land, unless they could have existed without
commerce and agriculture, and unless they pre-
ferred the discomforts of such a situation, colonies
could not have been formed. There is the most
positive evidence of the early introduction of agri-
culture into the world, and it is impossible that
.when once known it should ever be neglected. .
"The knowledge of it would follow the most distant
‘colonies who would always demand the advantages
derivable immediately or remotely from it. The
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arts of Juxury may flourish or fade, but agrieulture
so necessary to the comfortable existence of man-
kind, would always be preserved, except in pecu-~
liar situations where fruits and other productions
might supply its place, or the want of iron prevent
jts exercise, cirecumstances which oecasioned the
marked barbarism of the inhabitants of the new
world. With respect to the nations of the old
Continents it may fairly be presumed that they
never deprived themselves of the resources of agri-
culture. These suppositions, if admitted, make
the usual theories of population imperfect, and
unsatisfactory. It follows then that colonies were
conveyed by sea to the nearest convenient country,
‘and thus became the bases of kingdoms extending
into the interior, and also the origin of colonies
established in remote parts of the coast, which
would regard them as the mother countries. In
this manner a chain of Pheenician colonies extended
thro’ Carthage, the east of Spain, and Gades, to
Britain. Strabo remarks that man is an amphi-
bious animal, which, if not strictly true, implies
the very high antiquity of navigation, and the
facility with which from the earliest ages he has
resarted to the sea as to a friendly element. The
early expeditions manifest a scientific arrange-
. ment, the fruit of long experience, having large
ships for the open sea, and smaller vessels for ex-
ploring creeks and rivers. Tacitus says expressly
that the first colonies were made by sea, and that
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Germany, unless according to his favorite opinion,
the natives were indigenous, was peopled in this
manner. This must have been the received the-
ory, handed down to his times from the remotest
ages. Tools, agricultural seeds, and implements,
and the various necessaries of an infant colony,
could not be conveyed by land, but by a process
which, if possible, would be more difficult, more
operose, and more expensive, than navigation.
The ship too, his floating house, is easily converted
into a temporary habitation, as may be learned
frem the early settlers in Mauritania. Nothing,
thergfore, would prevent the colonist from pre-
ceeding instantly to the business of pasturage and
agriculture, and before the timbers of his vessel
were decayed, he would have leisure to erect a
permanent dwelling.

- Thgne arguments for colonization by sea, will
be much strengthened by a particular reference
to Britain, where a freshness of orientalism may
be observed, which could not possibly have been
transmitted thro’ the circuitous route of the Con-
- tinent. Its ancient buildings, in simplicity of de-

sign, magnificence, and durability, strikingly re-

semble the structures of Egypt, and Hindostan.

In the absence of the mountain quarry, and the
_granite rock, perhaps nothing more ‘similar to

them could have been erected in Britain. Druid-

ism had its chief seat in this island, which was the
school of the Continent. The contrary would have
D
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happened if this doctrine had been transmitted
by land, in which case it would have flourished in
greater perfection in the deep recesses of the Ger-
man forests, and have been more vivid in propor-
tion as the land route approached nearer to the
original source. The very contrary is observable.
The doctrine, imitated in Gaul, and barely diseern-~
ible in Germany, appears to be totally lost in the
countries to the east of them. The same obser-
vations are applicable to the Persian, and other
eastern customs, which prevailed in the north-
‘west of Germany, which customs, together with
the Druidism of Britain, must have been brought
directly by sea by colonies from the East. The
‘chariot, evidently of eastern origin, is found per-
'inanently only in Britain, for the corps of chariots
mentioned by Livy, may with reason be cenjeo-
tured to have been British auxiliaries. Thigearly
"connexion with the East will remove many appa-~
“rent difficulties in the British ehronicles, and make
it at least possible, that clvilization might have
"been highly advanced in Britaln, while Greece,
- and much more Rome, were buried in darkness.
The East was the common school of both, and
"Greece may furnish a key to the events of Britain.
Colonized from the East, it was thither that her
" philosophers resorted for information, and by a
residence of many years, became thoroughly im-
bued with its customs and learning, Professors
also from the East, as may be inferred from the
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‘statue erected in the public gymnasium of Athens
to Berosus the Chaldean, taught the sciences in -
Greece. If similar circumstances, as is most pro-
bable, produced a similar result, if the British
Druid travelled to the East, and the eastern phi-
losophers frequented Britain, and there is nothing
absurd in either supposition, all kinds of learning,
the most minute, and the most sublime, from the
letters of the alphabet, to the most abstruse pro~
blems of geometry, and astronomy, whatever the
sages of Greece may have acquired from Tyre,
Babylon, and Egypt, must have been transferred
to Britain. Mechanical and scientific knowledge,
agriculture, the art of working in wood, for which
Tyre and Carthage were particularly eminent,
navigation, and the architecture commonly called
‘Gothic, but which is probably Pheenician, must
have flourished in Britain, from the most remote
ages. The civilization of Britain must have been
_the necessary consequence of a long continued in-
‘tercourse with refined nations. 'The change in
America, since its discovery, shews the speedy
effects of a similar connexion. 1If; in a compara-
‘tively short time, the hut, and hunting ground
‘of the savage, have been supplanted by splendid
‘cities, and cultivated fields, it is unphilosophical
to suppose, human nature being the same in all
ages, that similar causes have not always produced
“similar results. Mines of lead, iron, and tin, the
"natural treasures of Britain, even if trade and com-
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merce be entirely excluded, were equal in value to
the riches of the new world, and formed an ample
equivalent to the merchandize of the East. The
Tyrians, intimately connected with Assyria, India,
Egypt, and Greece, were certainly not inferior in
‘art, science, and literature, to the most polished
‘modern nations. In the course of many centuries,
therefore, every useful art, every lucrative em-
ployment; must have been introduced among the
people in general, and it must have been the inte-
rest of the Tyrians to diffuse among the higher
orders a taste for the refined luxuries of the East.
“That the Celtic nations, in the most ancient times,
enjoyed a high degree of civilization, and were
capable of resisting a foreign invasion, is evident
from the boast on the sepulchre of Osiris, that he
had led an army to the shores of the Atlantic.
An armament of this kind must have found, or pro-
duced, civilization. That the Celtic nations were
‘rich, and consequently civilized, is clear from the
. characte. of avarice, which is ascribed to Ceesar by
‘Dion, and which both he and his followers abun-
‘dantly gratified. Mamurra, the master of the
works, was the first Roman who indulged .in the
costly luxury of encrusting his house with marble;
and Caesar, in addition to the payment of his debts,
built forums, collected the pictures of the most
eminent masters, reduced the price of gold, and
finally purchased the forbearance of the Gauls
with their own money. )
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We are often deceived in our view of former
times, by comparing them with the present, which
come upon us with a glow of existence which is
denied to the past. The objects of antiquity are
diminished by distance, but it is the office of reason
to present them in their true magnitude. Nature
has given us in the present, a mirror reflecting the
wishes, fears, and ambition, which have enlivened
‘and tormented former ages. The present, a float-
ing point, is perpetually supposed to excel all
preceding periods. But this opinion can only be
true on the supposition that the world has been
progressively improving. If refinement has been
moving in a circle, this opinion may be sometimes
right, and sometimes wrong. In some particulars
‘every age profits by the labors of past generations,
but the arithmetical operations of time, include
subtraction, as well as addition. Society has often
"approached the bounds of civilization, and as often
receded, when perfection, real or relative, has

‘precluded the hope of excelling, and has again -

‘advanced, when time, by withdrawing from public
"attention the objects of rivalry, has again afforded
motiyes for exertion. We have therefore no claim,
“as from the pinnacle of accumulated experience,
and knowledge, to look down with contempt on
former ages. Some qualities are merely personal,
"and the standard of excellence is alternately ex-
alted and lowered by the caprice of fashion. For
"it must be remarked, that the world seeks not what

—_———— N
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is positively good, but what may distinguish indi«
viduals from the mass of mankind. The higher
orders, therefore, are refined, when the manners
of the people are vulgar; and gross, when the world
-in general aims at refinement. The civilization
of manners is therefore fluctuating, and by no
means progressive. Nor is art, tho’ less uncertain,
~ by any means exempt from the caprice of fashion,
and by disuse its secrets are lost. Besides, archi-
tecture, painting, statuary, and music, are in a
great measure personal, and advance, or decline,
as they become more or less honourable to their
professors. Retrogradation must be allowed, as
well as advancement, otherwise it might rashly
be concluded that civilization had never visited
the shores of Pentapolis, Egypt, and Greece.
Britain has not escaped the alternations of refine~
ment and grossness, strength and weakness, and
an intermediate retrogradation is distinctly obser-
‘vable, between the time of Czesar and the ultimate
successes of the Romans, and still more before the
invasion of the Danes. This retrogradation may
be referred to the establishment of the Heptarchy,
or something similar, in the interval between the
reigns of Augustus and Claudius. The British
isles can only flourish in the highest degree under
the dominion of one sovereign. The necessary
consequence of numerous independent kingdoms,
jealous of each others improvement, would be the
degeneration and impoverishment of the whole
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country.. The supposition of Adam Smith, that
civilization, in Britain, may be considered as per-
petually decreasing from the present moment,
cannot be supported either by analogy or reason.
" Where no monuments of civilization are found,
we often falsely :infer that it has not existed.
Thus, while the remains of art, force us to assent
to the high civilization of Greece, the equally
certain, but less obvious, refinement, of Pheenicia,
Carthage, and Britain, is doubted, or even disbe-
lieved: Thus the splendid prophecy of Thucydides,
as to the future opinions respecting Sparta, and
Athens, has often found a counterpart.
- It is extremely difficult to make a just compa-
rison, of the past with the present, where every
thing is seen in all the minuteness of detail, and
magnified by the greatness of the angle it presents,
so that a leaf held up before the eye hides the dis-
tant forest. The preSent is like a living animal,
the past resembles the same animal in a state of
decomposition s where only the bones remain, to
enable the historical Cuvidr to guess at its original
conformation. When governments and languages
are destroyed, events, which once shook Europe
“from one extremity to the other, shrink. to obscure
summaries, and only hold their place in the me-
“mory of mankind, by a few words, in a new, or
foreign tongue. These deceptions, and egotism,
for no one ever lived in a dark age, give our own
" times and country, more than their proper share
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of splendour. The present time is our country,
we therefore, without the least regard to relative
merit, prefer it to the past, which is foreign to us.
The nations of antiquity lie buried in perpetual
slumber, and, instead of presenting sensible eb-
jects, in the pomp and noise of war, the bustle and
riches of commerce, the excitement of new and
fashionable amusements, only raise faint images
in the mind of the solitary reader. Yet, as there
has always been a simijlar amount of talent in the
world, it is difficult to imagine how the means of
civilization could ever have been neglected. The
same cause, which originally made art the nature
-of man, would not suffer it to lie dormant, even
among nations entirely detached from the rest of
mankind; and the slightest spark, from any civili-
zed country, would kindle a fire which could never
.be quenched. If we refer to his source, we must
‘not only infer, but prove his barbarism. The light
must be withdrawn, before he can be plunged in
darkness. The strongest principles of his nature
urge him, when the ordinary comforts of existence -
are secured, to aim at higher degrees of refinement,
.to slight the greatest luxuries, if common to all,
and to feel that their value arises almost entirely
from the distinction they confer. Man, so far
from neglecting the means in his power, has al-
ways fallen into a contrary error, the pursuit of
objects absolutely unattainable. Not contented
“.with surmounting the clouds, and diving to the
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bottom of the ocean, he has speculated on pene-
trating the vast body of the earth, traversing the
space that divides him from other worlds, and
holding communion with the invisible world of
spirits. Even advantages, merely ideal, have often
been the objects of his pursuit. Fame, the dream
. of a man awake, and posthumous reputation, that
concert for the deaf, and prospect for the blind,
have been purchased by the most dreadful sacri-
fices. With this activity of spirit, if provided with
the elements of civilization, the use of the metals,
particularly of iron, and the application of the
powers of the horse, his advance becomes rapidly
progressive. Provided with these, he forms a com-
fortable and elegant dwelling, follows tillage and
pasturage, and, by means of the sea, communicates
with the most distant nations. .As an individual,
he is either himself productive, or, by his wants
and wishes, acts as a perpetual stimulus on.the
talents and industry of others. If then we suppose
a nation with all the means of civilization in its
power; and in constant communication with highly
polished states, it requires -the most clear, and
positive testimony, to convict it of barbarism. And
yet, this, by every account, was the precise condi-
tion of the Britons, at the time of Ceesar’s invasion.
Capable of a very high degree of mechanical inge- -
nuity, as is evident from their ancient structures,
“and their artificial mode of ship-building, if the
usual opinions be admitted, they were contented
E
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to want the nlost simple cdntrivances, which thé
nature of the climate imperiously demanded
Witheut tire riches which éan only be gained by
sucvcessful agriculture, trade, and commerce, they
could resist the attacks of a people commanding
nearly the whole world, directed by one of their
mont active and intelligent generals.

The early connexion of Britain with the Bast,
cannot be supposed to have existed without pro»
portionate effects. The Tyrians were possessed
of the best parts of Lybia, and Spain, and doubts
less extended their voyages to Britain, above &
thousand years before the Christian era, a time
sufficient for the utniost extension of commeree, the
greatest inerease of population, the most impors
tant revohations, which any theory might require:
But we shall not arrive at just conclusions as te
this subject, unless, dropping our early notions
of the peculiar virtues, and warlike gualities of
the ancients, we view them as highly commercial;
atid consider their refinement, and thehr military
expeditions, as emanutions of national wealth, und
reflect that the motives of human action have beett
the same in all ages. Colonies must always have
béen made in the hope of advantage, and wars
carried on for the acyuisition of territory, and the
reduction of too powerful neighbouring states:
Bat; the principle of the constant simnilarity of hus
man nature, has been perpetually violated by the
fvriters who have treated om antiquity. = Trade,
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eommerce, and the particular interests of mankind,
aecording to the general statements, have nat pro-
duced thejr customary effects. Heraic ages, super-
" human virtues, and eauseless expeditions, have,
gontrary to analogy, usurped a place in the imagi-
- pation. -~ But all the great expeditions of antiquity
mAy be explained by reasons of policy. There is
po natural line of demarcation between the ancient
and modern world, no essential difference between
them, consequently,all the phenamena of antiquity
may be explained, hy the known necessary conse-
guiences of reeant events. Tyre is allawed.te have
heen commereial, but we lose sight of the magni~
tude .and extent of her eomnexions with Egypt,
Assyria, Arabia the mother country, and with the
East Indies, the islands and continent of Greece,
and the hest parts of Afriea and Spain. Weforget
the enterprising spirit which pushed discavery to
the unpramising regions of the Narth, with a scien~
tifle holdness which might easily have led the Ty-
rians ta the new warld. That they actwally arrived
there .is prebable from the mede in whieh the
wines .had been warked before the voyage ef Col-
umbus. The duration of their expeditions agrees
better with Amgeriea than with the East Indies.
. 'The.use of the Nile and, the Red Sea, in cannec-
ting . the Mediterranean with the Indian oceam,
must have heen known in the eorliest ages. The
Nile almost literally flowed with geld:. By means
of his ample: and peaceful waters, the riches of
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Ethiopia, Arabia, and India, entered the Mediter-
ranean, and were diffused thro’ the whole world.
The profuse demand for spices must have stimu-
lated the industry of Europe and Asia. Inaddition -
to the supply anciently required by Egypt, whole
streets in Athens and Rome were appropriated to
their sale; not a single medical prescription was
made up without spices, and other ingredients,
from the East. They were mixed with wine, used at
every entertainment, at every funeral, and at every
sacrifice, from the simple domestio Lar, to the ma~
jestic Jupiter. . The extension of commerce in the
East, occasioned the fable of the invasion of India
by Bacchus, for wine was the staple commodity
of the coasts of the Mediterranean. The expedi-
tion has the air of a peaceful, that is, a ecommereial
enterprise. The thunder and lightning which ac-
companied the birth of Bacchus, the destruction
of the mother, that is, the cluster of grapes from
which the wine is pressed, the long tapering ves-
sels in which it was confined, the covers of which
were secured by linen sewn over them, shew that
this deity was simply a commercial commodity.
The vast amount of eastern commerce, required
the produce and manufactures of all Europe in ex~
change. Greece; in imitation of Tyre the mother.
country, paid the most particular attention to com-
merce, which, with agriculture, was the foundation
of her wealth and refinement. The grand displays
- of art and skill in the public games, were .caused
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entirely by extensive marts which collected the
population: This explanation will better account
for the concourse of people, than the mere desire
of being spectators of the games. The great as-
semblage of people, previously existing, produced
the games, which naturally followed, as similar
contests at modern fairs, but these rude materials
were improved by the exquisite ingenuity of, the
Greeks. The Isthmian games were caused by the
grand emporium of Corinth, which connected the
commerce of Europe and Asia, and which evidently
existed before them. As the merchandize of Eu-
rope and Asia was exchanged at the Isthmus of
Corinth, two consequences followed, that the im-
ports of Lechseum equalled those of Cenchreee, and
that commerce extended equally far both in an
eastern and western direction. But a circle, with
the Isthmus as the centre, at the distance of the
Egyptian Thebes, or Colchis, will comprehend the
whole of the Adriatic, and a great part of Gaul.
If commerce extended thus far, it is impossible to
bound by an imaginary line, a principle, which, in
modern times, cannot be restrained by the highest
‘mountains and the roughest seas. The immense
disproportion between the countries, on either side
of this imaginary line, would extend the blessings
of commerce to the north of Gaul, and to Britain.
The Greeks, at a later period, being as active in
the Atlantic as the Tyrians, it is impossible to
suppose that the superabundant wealth of the



30 CESAR AND

Mediterranean was not eonveyed to. Britain, either
thro’ Massilia, or by a direct trade. The ingots
of brass and iron, which were used by the Britons,
enabled the nation to purchase directly artieles
of foreign commerce, and the Pheenieians laid open
to them the merehandize of the eivilized world.
But, there is no reason for supposing that the gold
and silver, which abounded in the time of Agricola,,
was deficient before the invasion of Ceesar.

The pre-eminence of commerce at Athens is evi-.
dent from the proposition made by Xenophon, that
ship-owners and merehapts should be honared by
the first seats in assemblies, and its station was
not inferior at Rome; for Horace, at the end of a -
description, evidently intended as a elimax, places
the merchant enriched by the gommerce of the
Atlantie, and of the East. At Rome the short-hand
~ writer, and the caleulator, had larger elasses of pu~
pils, and were more esteemed than the professor
of literature, whose character was frequently held
up to coptemipt. It is a mistake to suppese that
Greece and Rome, as nations, were warlike, or lite~
rary, otherwise than in eonseguenee of the riches
gained by gammerce, which naturally, introduces
among other luxuries, that of meptal refinemant.
The early institution of 2 college.of merghants at

Rome, and the foypding of Ostia, evidently asa

sea~porf, for the metrapolis, indicate, the extreme
attention paid to commereq by the Romans. - It
- wwust haye been more by her riches, than her mili-
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tury virtué, which has been equalled at all periods,
that Rome conquered the world. Her commercial
enterprise extended to the west of 8pain, to Gaul;
and virtually to Britain. By means of a most
eéxtensive commerce with the Hermanduri, the
nierchandize .of the nations on the banks of the
Elbe was brought to Rome, dand the commodities
of Italy found their way to the North seas. It is
impossible, therefore, that any of the Celtic nations
should have been concealed from the view of the
Romans. Carthage, which equalled Greece in
military power, and Persia in splendour, and pro+
bably éxceeded Tyre in riches, as she sent out co-
lonies in all directions, must have paid particular
déttention to the British islands. Carthage ranked
with Greece in science and refinement, and far
exceeded Rome, which was obliged to learn from
her the necessary arts of agriculture and naviga-
tion. The intercourse of Britain with Carthage,
particularly thro’ the medium of Spain, must have
been incessant. In fact,the common theories about
Brituin, could have been true only on the supposi-
tion, that the island had been concealed, far out
of  sight, in the bosom of the ocean, and scarcely
accessible, by means of the mariner's compass, to
& navigator like Columbus. But when we reflect
on the antiquity of navigation, and the early date
of colomies, und- consider that a eoasting voyage
of diseovery thro’ the straits must necessarily lead
to it, Britaln must have been known in the most
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ancient times. But to be well known to the po-
lished nations of antiquity is but one remove from
civilization itself. Early colonization will give a
space sufficient, before the invasion of Ceesar, for
the greatest revolutions, for the total disappear-
ance of large and magnificent cities, for the exis-
tence of different stages of society, and for various
alternations of peace and war with foreign coun-
tries. Events of this kind are dimly shadowed out
in the early chronicles. It cannot be supposed
that wars never happened between the Tyrians,
and the Britons, accordingly we have in the fables
of antiquity, intimations of an invasion, or con-
quest, or pretended conquest, of Britain. The
triple kingdom of Geryon applies better to Britain
than to Spain; Loegria, Albany, and Cornwall, ha-
ving been often united under the same sovereign.
The fable of Anteeus implies the real existence of
the Tyrian chieftain Hercules, of whose exploits
the west was a principal scene. The power of
Hercules, as a Tyrian, lay in his fleet, and the en-
gagement with Anteeus was only successful when
he was intercepted from the land. As long as he
- could return to port to refit, and recruit, the con-
test was doubtful. The adventure also of Hercules
with Cacus affords another proof of his real exis-
tence, and of his actual invasion of the western
nations. It was no doubt an attack with an army
on a mountain fortress, whose entrance, when be-
sieged, was defended by an immense portcullis.
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The three several retreats of Hercules, cannot
apply to an individual, tho’ they agree perfectly
well with an army. At the fourth assault the
walls were beaten down by military engines, and
the fortress taken. The actions of armies are ea-
sily ascribed to the individuals who conducted
them, as we say in modern language, Buonaparte
invaded Russia, Wellington delivered Europe.
The pagan mythology gives the outline of -the
earliest postdiluvial history, tho’ its violent remo-
val from the East, has caused, or at all events has
imcreased, the confusion, arising from the -deifi-
cation of half-forgotten kings, and heroes. The
fables also give an intimation of the most success-
ful commerce. The golden shower which fell op
Rhodes, was the share which that powerful island
had in the India trade, thro’ the Nile, and the Red
Sea. The actual amount of the India trade, whose
_influence was felt throughout the known world,
was certainly not less, and perhaps greater, than
at present, because the returns were more fre-
quent, and more secure, than by the circuiteus
voyage round the cape. -Arabia, Persia, Egypt,
end Ethiopia, and the whole coasts of the Medi-
- terranean, the Euxine, and the Adriatic, must
have given a greater stimulus than the present
demand. When we consider the populousness of
Gaul; the riches of Spain; the long line of power-
ful kingdoms, communicating with India, by the
Red Sea, and the Persian Gulf; the flourishing
F .



84 CZESAR AND

state of Syria, and Judeea, the whole coast of Asia,
studded with highly civilized and commercial ci-
ties; the little islands of Greece almost invisible
in thé bosom of the ocean, overflowing with riches,
and taking a leading part in the events of the
world; and the now almost deserted Athens, the
resort of every commercial nation; and when we
reflect that this commerce, by the navies of Phee-
nicia, Carthage, and Massilia, and by the channels
thro’ Gaul, communicated with Britain; we may
fairly conclude, that the chronicles have not over«
‘rated the importance and resources of the island.
The Veneti must have supplied Britain, with fors
‘eign merchandize, in prodigious quantities, and
‘a8 appears from their efforts to prevent invasion,
of immense value. As commodities of equal a-
mount were returned frotn Britain, the industry
of the whole country must have been stimulated,
and the assertion is disproved, that the interior
of Britain was less civilized than the coast of Kent.
"It is an akgument of the activity,and sensitiveness,
-of ancient commerce, that the invasion of the Greek
states of Asia Minor, by Cyrus, was discussed in
Spain, and contriliutions sent from that country,
for the purpose of repelling it. But if Spain, which,
for venturied before this event, flourished in com-
' mereial prospdrity, traded with Asia Minors much
move would her commerce extend to Gaul, Britain,
Ireland, and thé coasts of the Baltic; countries
considerably nearer to them, and abounding in all
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the requisites for shipping. Spain, thus forming
the connecting link between the eastern and west-
ern nations, confirms the ancient civilization of
Ireland, the Duchy of Cornwall, and the whole
coast of Britain; and makes entirely unnecessary
the supposition, that civilization was transmitted
to these countries thro’ the medium of Gaul.
‘Writers have not sufficiently attended to the per-
vading, and creative power of manufactures, and
commerce; and have not reflected, that war, which
has been often noticed as a source of wealth, can
only enrich particular nations, at the eertain loss
of the whole eommunity of mankind. Tillage,
- manufactures, and commerce, must have flourished
in other countries, hefore the predatory nations
eould gain anything hy their conquest. The acti-
vity of ancient commerce was unremitting, and
penetrated both by sea, and land, and river navi-
gation, in every direction, exchanging, and distri-
buting, the riches of the globe, and conveying, by
innumerable little rivulets, the means of civiliza«
tion, and refinement, to all mankind. Commerce
has been the grand eause of civilization, however
obscure it might have been, and overlooked among
the brilliant, and destructive events, which are
recorded in history. The minute,and often dis-
gusting, details of commerce, which, at the best,
has little for history to recard, or for paetry to
embellish, have blinded mankind to the supreme
importance of the whole. Yet this strong, but



86 CESAR AND

regular, under-current, has effected more changes
in the world, and of greater importance than the
most glorious conquests, which are generally tri-
fling, and of short comparative duration,retarding,
rather than advancing, the progress of civilization,
. Yet writers have softened the horrors of war, by
the reflection, that without its means, geographi-
cal knowledge would not have been extended, nor
civilization prometed. Alexander, in their op}-
nion, diseovered the route to India, which was
familiarly known long before his time, and esta-
blished a eommunication; the' he erippled com-
merce, by weakening the Persian Bmpire, and
destroying Tyre. In the same mamer, Ceosar, awd <
the Romans, discovered and civilized Britain; tho'
by annihilating the power, inflwence, literatwre,
and traditions of the Druids, they inflicted a last-
ing wound on its prosperity. The silent, but cer- '
tain operations of commeree, had produced their
fall effect in Britain, before Rome was known as a
natien, even in Italy, unless it can be preved, that
the Romans excelled the Greeks, and the eastern
nations, in manners, refinement, and literature.
The whole expenses of war, are so much loat te
seience, and civilization, while the capital expem-
ded on eommeree, is permanent, and progressive.
The total cessation, therefure, of war, would be
the era of the most complete eivilization.

The aggregate of the great operatiens of com-
merce, is not only unknown to posterity, but not
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very apparent in the times. when they happen.
Posterity may therefore, well be ignorant of events
which are generally hidden, even from the age in
which they were transacted. If the present power
of England were destroyed, and superseded by
other dynasties, and new languages; her enormous
East India trade, and commeree with all the world,
would pass away as a dream, and leave not the
Yeast record behind them; and the sun of Britain,
which now shines so gloriously, would become a
dim, and distant star. If we suppese for the next
eighteen hundred years, such a series of events as
followed the ancient British times, the soil eccu~
pied by foreign invaders; and the language become
dead; nome of our writers would survive; every
memorial almost, of the English nation, would pe-
vish, and we should beeome to that late posterity,
. exaetly what the ancient Britons are to us. But
without this great ehange, if it be recollected that
a very few eenturies have removed Chaueer en-
tirely fiom general view, made Ben Jonson anti-
fuated, and much of Shakespeare difficult even to
scholars, time may at length obliterate the whele.
dt is not then absurd to suppose that the. poems
of the Druids, elaborated by successive genera-
tions, devoted to the purpose, should in their day,
have had equal popularity, and not less merit.
There is no oceasion ta give to the colonimation
‘of Britain, a mueh less ancient date, than to the
oldest countries in the world. For, the population
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of the Mediterranean, redoubled acecording to the
most received theories, must in a few centuries
after the creation, have passed the straits of Gi-
bralter, and colonized the coasts of Spain, Gaul,
Britain, and the North of Europe. But the pro-
cess, from the imperfeet state of geography, must
. have been difficult, and tedious. It eannot be ima~
gined that all previous knowledge, particularly
that of geography, perished with the flood. These
records being preserved, and navigation being in
a high degree of perfeotion; upon the least. pres-
sure of population, in the first inhabited eountry
of the Mediterranean, without absolute necessity,
and without the tedious process of voyages of dis~
covery, colonies would at once seek the countries,
which they knew to exist beyond the straits,
Islands, and particularly Britain, would be most
acceptable to a naval power. Britain, therefore,
it is certain, was colonized at a very early period.
Colonies always maintain a close intercourse with
the mother country. DBritain, therefore, must
have learned from the East, tillage,and pasturage,
which were practised by the first inhabitants of
the globe; and architecture, metallurgy, musio,
and navigation, with other kindred arts, which
‘flourished even before the flood. This remote an-
tiquity of Britain, with its intimate union with the
rest of the world, fully justify every conclusion as
to its population, and resources, and abundantly

realise the supposed fables of the chronicles. Ia
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this manner time will be given for the revolutions
which took place in Britain, before the invasion
of Cewesar; for it cannot be supposed that the ans
cient Britons of all periods were exactly alike.
The builders of Avebury and Stonehenge, were
perhaps separated from each other by many cen«
turies, and must have been of the most remote
antiquity, as they are totally unnoticed, both by
the chronicles, and the interpolator of Ceesar.
These times must have had their peculiar customs,
religion,and government. To these, after a similar
lapse of time, succeeded the Druids, whose religion
was gradually corrupted by the superstitions of
‘Athens. These were the princes, and priests, of the
-ancient Britons of the commentaries, and of the
‘chronicles; the builders of temples, cities, and
-fleets; the antagonists, and conquerors of Ceesar.
- . The early fables of the Greeks,describe, under the
name of Elysian fields, and islands of the blessed,
rich apd happy countries, far to the west, enjoying
-a perpetual spring, and refreshed by constant gales
- from the ocean. This would be the precise appear-
‘ance and state of the British islands, when acces-
-sible; for the greenness of the pastures, even in
- summer and autumn, would always suggest, to the
" eastern navigator, the idea of spring, Mere fiction
 would have given eternal autumn; where, as in the
gardens of Alcinous, fruit, should follow fruit, in
endless succession. They had many charms for
the Grecian traveller, and contrasted with his sun-
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burnt plains, appeared in all the splendour of ru-
ral beauty. His lively imagination, struck with
plains abounding with fresh water, woeds stored
with game, the cool refreshing breezes, and tem-
perate climate, judged these islands, to be rather
the habitation of Gods, than men. Diodorus Sicu-
lus, eopying from some elder author, mentions an
island in the western ocean, many days voyage
from Africa, abounding in fruit, varied with hills
and plains,and of excessive beauty; watered by na~
vigable rivers; with elegant residences, parks, and
ax infinity of gardens, with houses of entertainment
in them. These images have an eastern, or to
speak more nearly, a Pheenician aspeet, and agree
wenderfully with the traditiens recorded by Hol-
limshed. Later writers have depicted the country
mere by its riches, than its happiness, and have
drawn the outline of a community, whose commer-
cial resources, enabled it to enjoy wine, and oil,
without the trouble of cultivation, and to revel in
the productions of the world. The temperate cli-
mate, and the total absence of beasts of prey, amd
nexious animals, clearly peint out the British
islands, and particularly Ireland. DiodorusSicu-
,lus describes the island as known to the Phoeni-
cians from the most ancient times, and states that
the Tuscans were desirous of colonizing it, bat
were prevented by the Carthaginians, who wished
to secure a retreat, and who probably migrated
hither in considerable numbers at the destruction
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of Carthage. But aslight, the’ curious fact, partly
proves that the Tuseans completed their preject.
A village in the petteries, originally called Etruria,
has been corrupted by the vulgar to Truro. By an-
alogy of reasaning, Trure in Cornwall, a place ad-
wirably adapted for a commercial eolony, may have
been called, by the Tuscans themselves, Etruria.
. The subject of the conversation between Seolon,.
and the priest of Sais, has generally been regarded
as fabulous. But on a close inspection, it evident-
ly relates to an event, of high antiquity, and can
only be referred tothese islands. The priest men-
tioned that an island of immense-size, with other
islands in subjection to it, beyond the straits of
Gibralter, the influence of. whose king. extended
as far as Tuscany and Egypt, had, in-former times
subdued the whole of Europe and Asia, and inva-
ded Egypt, but weve ultimately repelled by the
Athenians. . This expedition prebably.ended, like
the subsequent -invasions. of Greece,.in the esta-
blishment of extensive colonies. - Navigators, not:
being able to find the island, as they expected, not
far from the: straits of Gibralter, naturally sup-
posed it overwhelmed by the sea, and thus the
aeeount assumed the complexion of a fable. . The
Cimmerian expedition, which gave its- name to
the Cimmerian Bosporus, was probably made, by
land, at the same time that. the Celtic fleets passed
into the Mediterranean..

- - Britain eomposedapartof the Celhc emmre, ‘
: . @
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and must always have nearly resembled Gaul, tho'
superior in the arts, sciences, trade, and commerce:.
Its wealth gave it the necessary predominance,
caused it to have been the main spring of every
continental enterprise, the great school of the arts,
and stiences, the avenger of the injured, and the
asylum of the distressed. The fragments of Dio-
nysius, lately recovered by Maio of Rome, from the
palimpsest manuscripts, give a magnificent idea
. of the vast extent of the Celtic Empire. It agrees
with the extraordinary invasions, and subjugations
of Italy, and Greece, by the Celtic nations; and
proves that these countries either existed in full
splendour before the foundation of the later mon«
archies; or flourished at the same time, in the im-
mense theatre, which nature had allotted to thems
and which, more than any other, could lay claim
to universal dominion. Ancient history was re-
strained withiti-its limited locality, by the dread
of most powerful nations in the west. Early con~
quests were checked by the pillars of Hercules, tho’

the western world was, geographically, as open to

them as the shores of the Mediterranean, and was

never shut against the merchant, and the philoso«

pher. - The dominion of the Celts, in ancient times,

extended thro’ all Europe; for Ephorus, evidently

speaking. of a very ancient system of geography, -
divides the world into four partsj assigning the

North to the Scythians, the South to the Ethiopi-

aus, the East to the Indians, and the West to the
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Celts. When this division prevailed, the platform
of the Greek and Roman empires, was occupied by
the Celts, consequently the establishment of these
empires was an act of treason against the Celtic do~
minion. The successive invasions then, of the Celts,
were less wars of aggression, than attempts to re~
gain their former power. The boundaries of Cel-
tiea, according to Dionysius, were the Alps, the
Scythian nations bordering on the Danpbe, and
the Atlantic ocean.. He represents the empire as
extending to the North Pole, as intersected by the
Rhine, and as little less than the fourth part of
Europe. This prodigious tract of country, when
nnited in alliance, or when individuals like Charle-
magne, and Buonaparte, exercised a predomina~
ting influence over the Continent, was equal to the
greatest results. But this state of things was not
natural, and at the death of these individuals the
Continent instantly reverted into seperate govern-
ments, Without this supposition it is impossible
to account for the vast expeditions of the Celts,
at some periods, and their total inactivity at other
times. As the motives and actions of mankind
are always similar, no difference ecould have existed
between the ancient and modern systems, in war
and peace. The Romans, like the French republic,
adopted foreign wars, to defend themselves from
invasion; and the Celts were interested in repres~
sing the growing power of Italy, and of Rome,
There is no foundation for the universal desire



ad . CESAR AND

of colonization, attributed by writers to the Celti¢
nations, or, as they are termed without adequate
reason, hordes of barbarians, and shepherd tribes
of the north of Europe. The usual desire of con-
quest sufficiently accounts for their expeditions.
Ceesar says expressly, that Orgetorix, the mover
of the Helvetian expedition, was induced by a de-
sire of dominion, and that the Helvetians thought,
a motive for war'in all ages, that their territories
were too confined for their former glory, and mili-
tary reputation, The recent invasions of Egypt,
Spain, and Russia, may, in course of time, shrink
into Cimmerian expeditions in quest of new habi-
tations. 'These supposed barbarous ineursions of
ancient times, when viewed nearer, must have ap-
peared precisely éimilar in prineiple and practice.
The détails of present events are gradually divest-
ed of particulars. The same process has affected
all former transactions, All great events fill the
mind with a mysterious, and awful apprehension of
future consequences, and their magnitude sensibly
diminishes, when they have either not followed,
or their effects have ceased. The voluminous do-
‘cuinent gradually 8inks into dry annals, of, if the
Bpirit of the age permit, degenerates into fable.
Examples of all these are to be found, from the
‘wars of the last generation, to the brief records
of the early Celts; from Alexander, who existed
in a transition state, to Hercules, whose exploits
have long vanished into fable. In addition to the
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usual operations of time, a studied obscurity has
been thrown over all the events of Celtic warfare.
But, if the invasion of Britain had fully succeeded, a
decidedly different turn would have been given to
the narrative of the commentaries, and its reduc-
tien would have been represented as the leading
dbject of the war. Ceesar neglected all other pur-
suits for the invasion of Britain; justly concluding,
that success would have been equivalent to the
total conquest of Gaul, by placing the continental
Celts between Italy, and conquered Britain. The
invasion-of . Britain could not have been of that
subordinate, and episodical neture, intimated by
the narrative of Cewesar. The immense expedi-
tions into- Italy, Greece, and Asia Minor, tho' sé
slightly mentioned by historians, must have been
more important in their present effects, and con-
sequences, than is generally supposed. When we
congider the high discipline, and long military ex-
perience, of the nations invaded by the Celts; it is
evident that they must have attained a perfection
in the art of war, which must have been founded
on great agricultural, and commercial prosperity.
dn the invasion of the Cimbri, and in former cam-
paigns, there is not the slightest trace of the sup-
posed migration of the pastoral nations from the
north of Burope. The Celtic invasion of Gredce
and Asia Minor, was most remarkable for its im-
mediate success, and the permanent effects result-
fag from it. It was probably, as ssserted by the
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chronicles, coeval with the invasion of Italy. " For;
it is difficult to imagine, in distant ages, two enter-
prising eonquerors in remote regions, of the same
names, and of characters, and actions, precisely si~
milar. The powerful influence which could carry
an army round the Adriatic to Greece; where, de-+
feating the Athenians, it plundered Delphi: must
have issued from populous nations, made rich, and
powerful, by successful agriculture,and commerae.
The settlements in Asia Minor, are convineing
proofs of the immense resources of the mother
country. This vast expedition, the third distinet
invasion of Greece by the Celts, is passed over by
historians, as an incursion of barbarians, of mere
temporary interest. But Greece justly considered
it as equally terrible with the invasion of Xerxes.
'The troops also, which eame on this occasion from
Asia, shew that the war was long expected. The
Celtic armies might with more ease have estar
blished themselves in Greece, than in Galatia.
But they evidently wished to settle finally in Asia
Minor, possibly begause that country had been
their original source. . Their only object in Greeece,
" was, in their passage, to pillage the temples, par-
ticularly that of Delphi; the oracle of the pagan
communities, and the centre of the civilized world;
the university and bank of Greece; whose riches
had attracted the cupidity of Brennus; whose
wealth had been the accumulation of ages of pros-
perity; and which was so strongly fortified both
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by art and nature, that its capture completely
proves the conquest of Greece by the Gauls. The
general opinion, that they failed in the attempt, is
certainly unfounded. It depends on a fable inven-
ted by the Greeks, that the Gods defended Delphi,
by thunder and lightning, and by earthquakes,
which rolled down rocks on the columns of the
éememy. This opinion is supported by Prideaux,
who even imagined that the true God, who used
no supernatural means in defence of his temple at
Jerusalem, interfered for the protection of a false
religion. If, therefore, the Gauls were only pre-
vented by thunder, lightning, and earthquakes,
the- fair inference is, that they pillaged the temple
of Delphi. A fleet of the Gauls passed at the same
time into Asia} and, whether it came from the
coasts of Celtica, or was built in Greece, or con-
sisted of Grecian shipping, it confirms the utter
subjection of the Greeks, and consequently, the
immense power of the Celtic empire. The fortifi
eation of the Isthmus, shews the térror of the Pel-
oponnesians, as it would not have been necessary
against hordes of naked, and undisciplined barba~
rians. The invasion of Italy equally attained its
objects, the pillage of Etruria, and of Rome, and
the other Grecian cities on the coast, and the set-
tlement of colonies in the peninsula. The British
chronicles, which are confirmed by the Greek wris
ters, give a more consistent account of this event,
than the Roman histories, which are ridiculous
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and improbable. . The entrance of the aqmy into
Rome without even shutting the gates of the city,
the old men devoted to death, elothed im triumphal
garments and seated in ivory chairs; and the in-
tervention of Camillus, at the exact moment when
the gold was weighed, deserve to be recorded with
the self-devotion of Curtius. -The actual paymens
of tribute ‘is confirmed by many testimonies, and
the severity of its exaction, as part of it was cempa-
sed of the gold ornaments of the Roman matrens.
The time too required, far a lean, or contribution
from Massilia, tends alse te disprove the common
account. Another circumstanee confirms the sub~
jugation of Italy. The Gauls sent an embassy to
Dionysius, pramising to assist him in .subduing
Magna Greeecia, or rather solicited his alliance for
the promotion of their own views, They expelled
the Tuscans, who subsequently colonized the Alps.
But the Tusecans were eoriginally Greeks, and of
ancierit undounbted refinement, and from them a
stream of civilization must have pervaded Ger-
many and Gaul. The British ehronicles furnish a
strong proof of their veraeity, in the alterationa
of names, which a forger would have bé¢en mast
careful to retain.

" . Ceesar informs us, that in almostall former wars,
the Britons had assisted the Gauls against the Ro-
mans. This assertion has generally been consider-
ed as a mere pretence for the invasion of Britain 3
and the many important coneclusions deducible
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from it have been overlooked. - That the Britons
formed a part of this expedition, is probable from
the words of Virgil, describing the milk-white
necks of these invaders; whose embroidered, and
slashed garments, of Tyrian, or native scarlet, and
gold chains, shewed the highest degree of wealth,
and refinement. Britain, from its insular situation,
and extensive line of coast, must, as at this time,
have far exceeded the Continent in commercial pur-
suits; and policy,as in modern instances, may easily
have led her to join in all Continental wars. For,
wealth, by inciting and gratifying ambition, must,
in all ages, instead of producing content, have'
urged its possessors to further enterprises. The
subjugation of Britain, partly from retaliation,
partly with a view to the advantages, derivable
from the occupation of the largest and richest is-
land in the known world, appears to have been the
main end of the campaign of Ceesar. His failure
in the attempt was attended with unparalleled dis-
asters, which caused him to evacuate Gaul, and to
make Rome tributary. These considerations make
it probable, that, according to the chronicles, not
only Britain was the prime mover of this enterprise,
but that Brennus was a Briton. Belinus and Bren-
nus were the sons of that Dunwallo Malmutius,
who had first the sovereignty of the whole island,
and who framed that code of laws, which now pro-
bably makes a part of the common law of England:
These brothers, unless the chronicles are forgeries;
H
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having in alliance with the Allobroges, conquered
Gaul; planned that mighty enterprise; which, af-
ter over-running Italy, and burning Rome, passed
thro’ the kingdoms to the north of the Adriatic,
subdued Greece, and settled colonies in Asia Mi-
nor; where their influence extended from the
shores of the Black Sea to Mount Taurus. These
events naturally made a deep impression on the
minds of the Romans, who were less terrified, even’
by the dreadful African; when he devastated, and
nearly destroyed Italy. A Gallic war, was distin-
guished from all others, by a term, expressive of
confusion and dismay, peculiarly appropriated to
it. Preparations of an unusual and alarming na~
ture, announced a Celtic invasion. Armies were
levied without regard to the usual pleas of exemp-
tion. Priests served in person in the legions, and
the artists, necessary for the comfort, and prospe-
rity of a metropolis, were also enrolled. Every
hostile movement of the Celtic nations, spread
dismay from the Alps, to the extremity of Italy.
With Gaul the Romans contended not for glory,
but existence. The Gauls, who in time of peace,
traversed Italy, and settled in Rome; influenced
the legal decisions of the Romans; and insulted .
them, even in their very forum, by threats of war.
If they had learned by experience, that these inti-
‘mations were effectual, Rome must have been, in
a certain degree, in subjection to them. In war,
their power was most formidable. Consular ar-
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mies, that is, armies of twenty or thirty thousand
men, had often been entirely destroyed; and Italy,
in consequence,brought to the brink of destruction.
The ultimate events were favorable to the Roman
empire; writers have therefore dismissed from
their minds, the perils to which it was exposed,
and the long and fearful struggle of the Gauls,
and Britons, against Rome, in other words, against
the power of the whole world. They forget the
consternation spread thro' Italy, by the nearly suc-

cessful expedition of the Cimbri, when they were
- opposed by Marius; and the otherwise inexplicable
trepidation of Augustus, at the loss of Varus, and
hislegions. They forget that the Cimbri had more
frequently given the alarm to Rome, than either
the Samnite, the Carthaginian, or the Parthianj
that these warlike nations were more triumphed
over than conquered; and that the safets' of the
empire, less depended on the Roman arms, than
on the discord which prevailed among the Celtic
nations. The Romans thought it sufficient, for a
long time, to repel the Gauls, without invading
their country. They acknowledged, that, if pro-
vidence had not interposed the Alps, Italy could
never have withstood them, nor have attained the
supreme dominion. Before Pontinius, the passes
only, of the Alps, were occupied. Even Marius
repressed invasion, without any offensive warfare
against the Celtic nations. Pontinius, governor of
the province of Narbo, when invaded and laid
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waste by the Allobroges, subdued them, but having
freed Rome from the terror of invasion, attempted
pothing more. With respect to the Gauls, there-
fore, the usual rage for conquest was suspended.
According to Cicero, the Romans only possessed a
mere road thro’ Gaul, the other parts being occu-
;:;ied by nations, of a fierce and warlike character,
decidedly hostile to the Romans. From the be-
ginning of the Roman dominion, Gaul was dreaded
above all other nations, tho’ its populousness, and
power, prevented the possibility of reducing it.
The wars in Gaul, are generally considered as
a kind of episode in the Roman history, carried on
among barbarous, and almost unknown nations,
for the private ambition of Czsar, and not as events
intimately affecting the prosperity, and even the
existence, of the Roman empire. But tho’ the
Romans had, till this period, been prevented, by
various causes, from the invasion of Gaul, and Bri-
tain, it had uniformly been their policy to repress,
and destroy the Celtic empire, their most danger-
ous enemy, and ready at all times, to pour into
Italy, hosts of active and brave warriors. Before
the time of Ceesar, the Romans only carried on a
defensive warfare; but the profound peace which
followed the destruction of the immense power of
the Cilicians, which, under the opprobrious name
of piracy, has been condemned without cause te
neglect, and infamy, induced the Romans to turn
the whole power of the empire in the direction
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of Gaul. Naval power, is of slow growth, is con-
fined to particular spots, and cannot increase in
obscurity. Unlike a military force, which can be
dispersed and re-assembled at pleasure, a naval
power is always visible, and from its intercourse
with other nations, is universally known. But
of the gradual increase of this power, the Roman
history is silent, till the formidable preparations
of Pompey, disclosed the extent of the forces op-
posed to him. The Cilicians were able to contest
with the Romans, the empire of the world. They
had the command of the sea for a long time, and
made many successful descents on Italy, Syria,
Pamphilia, Cyprus, and Pontus. The armies of
Rome were destroyed in obscure warfare, their
fleets conquered; the allies harrassed, the com-
merce of Italy interrupted; and, the importation
of corn being prevented, the Roman territories
suffered from famine. The slight mention, there-
fore, of a power which brought the Romans to the
brink of destruetion, proves that they would scru-
ple no falsity as to the wars in Gaul, and Britain,
and that a contemptuous mention of other nations,
is no evidence of their political non-existence, or
want of power. . _

. The invasion of Gaul being an essential part
of the policy of the Romans, and certainly not the
caprice of an individual, it must have been most
desirable to subdue Britain also, as the best means
of ch?cking-the aggression of the Celtic nations,
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The conquest of Britain, was the grand objeet
of Julius Ceesar, and of the succeeding emperors,
who, more in consequence of the disunion of the
natives, than their own exertions, obtained a pre-
“carious, military possession of the island. Many .
accounts, as that of Cotta, of the first expeditions.
to Britain, must have been suppressed by the go-
vernment; and the total silence of all contempora~
ries, considering hew interesting the expeditions
were to Rome, very much discredits the narrative
of Ceesar. The only authority allowed by modern
writers, is a piece of auto-biography, where private
feelings so naturally led to the‘concealment, and
perversion of truth, that when contradicted by ex-
traneous testimony, the most specious statements
may be doubted. There is no reason to prefer
to native histories, the statements of a foreign
invader, published in a distant country, where his
absolute power would prevent the open exposure
of falsehood; while the British chronicles were
perpetually liable to detection, and contradiction.
‘As, by the principles of Ceesar, justice might be
violated for a kingdom; military fame, which, like
.dominion, makes its possession conspicuous, might
well be purchased by falsehood. A similar spirit
influenced the Roman government, to conceal the
disasters of its armies, and to appear to limit do-
minion, rather by choice than necessity. The
invasion of Britain, has generally been regarded,
as an unprincipled attempt to gratify the supposed
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ambition of the Romans. But it was partly for
retaliation, and partly to weaken, as much as pos-
sible, the power of the Celts; which, with a high
degree of civilization, existed many ages before the
founding of Massilin; an event of great importance
" to the Celts, tho’ by no means the origin of their
civilization. Massilia, however, was highly useful
in forming an additional connecting link, between
Britain, Greece, the states of Asia Minor,  and
Rome, with which, from its origin, Massilia was
most intimately connected. The commercial enter-
prise of Massilia, founded Tolosa, and Burdigala,
as depots of merchandize, and the most convenient
channels of communication, between the Mediter-
ranean, and the Atlantic, which was chiefly carried
on by river navigation, an important feature in the
commerce of the ancients. The Garonne was one
of the regular channels of trade, between Britain
and the Continent, and by this, tin, and other
metals, were conveyed to the Mediterranean. In
return, a regular wine and oil trade, subsisted
between Narbo, and Tolosa, from which city there
was a constant communication with Burdigala.
Thus, the trade of Italy and Massilia, in effect, the
commerce of the East, and of Africa, accumulated
at Burdigala, a port known by the best authority
to have communicated with Britain. The litera-
ture of Greece, and Rome, travelled with their com-
merce, or rather, made a part of it. Professors
of literature, and philosophy, regularly settled in
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foreign countrics, both for profit and information.
The writers of antiquity, looked to this extension
of their fame, as the just reward of their labours.
Horace, could not have anticipated that his poems
would have been read, from the extremity of the
Black Sea to Spain, if the literature of Rome had
net travelled with her commerce. The splendid
writings of Greece and Rome, which have survived
their respective empires; and seen fresh nations
successively rise, and fall into oblivion; must, when
the languages were living, have been propogated
into the most remote parts of the earth. The uni-
versality of the Greek learning, must, necessarily,
have been promoted by previous eivilization; for
pations of savages could not receive the literature
of a polished nation. -

If the founding of Massilia was not the eom-
mencement of Gallie civilization, that colony was
of immense importance, both te Gaul, and Britain,
by bringing them still more in contact with Greece,
and Rome, and diffusing the knowledge of their¥
architecture. The general architecture of Gaul,
and PBritain, was undoubtedly Pheenician; -but the
Grecian orders were also known, either introduced
directly by the Athenians, or thro’' the medium
of Massilia. There is a curious document in the
life of Agricola, by his son-in-law Tacitus, a work
which has unfairly elevated the subject of it above
his proper rank, which proves that Grecian arehi:
tecture existed in Britajn at a very early periods
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tho’ the way in which he accounts for it, is in the
highest degree improbable. He pretends, that
Agricola, who in fact behaved more like an allied
general, than a conqueror, for the purpose of ren-
dering the Britons averse from war, advised them
privately, and assisted them in public, in building
temples, forums, and other edifices, to which, of
their own accord, they added porticos, and baths,
and elegant private entertainments. It is evident
that it would be impossible, to press such improve-
ments on a poor nation, or to make them accept-
able to a rude and dispersed people, little inclined
to listen to the suggestions of a conqueror. A
nation totally savage, must be led into these indul-
gences, thro’ many steps, each inferring a degree
of wealth, and refinement, inconsistent with bar-
barism. Temples, and forums, could only have
‘been erected in cities previously existing; and
porticos, and baths, indicate a degree of luxurious
indulgence, far removed from poverty and barba-
rism. Elegant entertainments, besides the ample
means they require, imply the life of cities. Be-
sides the improbably sudden conversion of a whole
people from a savage state, to extreme civilization;
the process of building temples, forums, porticos,
and baths, with the most lavish expenditure, is
extremely slow; so that, allowing the smallest
possible time for the conversion of a people from
barbarism, very little progress could have been
made in the life-time of an individual. All these
I
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kinds of architecture, therefore, derived from the
Greeks, when they were a free people, must have
existed before the time of Agricola, and had pro-
bably been erected before Ceesar’s invasion of Bri-
tain. If it be objected, that no remains of these
supposed buildings are in existence; it may be
answered, that all the edifices erected at the sug-
gestion of Agricola, have also disappeared: and,
that sand stone, the probable material, is not a-
dapted in this climate for long duration. A nation,
aboundingin cattle,and corn; rich in mines of lead,
iron, and tin; a convertible wealth, which would
set the Britons far above the common nomad tribes,
and in direct communication with countries emi-
nent for architecture, must early have embraced
‘an art, so conducive to comfort and security, so
adapted, in one shape or other, to the taste of every
individual. Architecture, both Grecian, and that
‘commonly called Gothic, but which is properly

Pheenician, originated in the East. The Pheenici-
" ans, and their colonies, were famous for their skill

in wotking in wood. The buildings in the interior
~of their cities, were wooden:structures erected on
* ‘foundations of stone, a mode of building which

'necessity would point out to the most inobservant,

‘as in no other manner, could the timbers be pre-
served from decay. - In the ‘early buildings at
Jerusalem, may be observed the germs, both of
‘Greclan and Pheenician architecture. The house
- of the forest of Lebanon, has been remarked as.




THE BRITONS, -4}

giving the proportions of the Greeian temple, but;
it has escaped notice, that the inner temple was,
as certainly, the prototype of the architecture,
commonly called Gothic. The reason is, that the
measurement of the porch is mentioned separztely,
the length and breadth in one part of the volume,
the height alone in another part. It has, in con-
sequence, been overlocked, that the porch was,
precisely, a tower rising 135 feet above the nave,
This gives the exact proportion of a church, with
a nave and a tower. The addition of an elevated
roof, gradually.increasing in height, by the ambi-
tion of successive architects, formed the modern °
spire. The nave was lighted by narrow windaws,
opposite.each other, as in the modern cathedral,
This building was the model of the ancient British
temples, which in the same locality, and form, with
the substitution of stone for wood, and the religion
of Christ, for the idolatrous worship of the Athes
nians, have descended to the present day. The
crucial form of our Cathedrals, is inseparable from
the'nature of buildings erected on this principle,
and, if intended, would have been imitated in every
church; and in the country, from the simplicity
of the structure, with greater accuracy of resem-
blance. The first form of public buildings in the
Hast, was a large hall, whose proportions were
limited, the length being three times the breadth,
and the height half of the length. Then the porch
was added, of a lofty and tapering form, as being
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ornamental, and, at the same time, proper for as-
tronomical purposes. As the nave, with regard
to proportion, could not be indefinitely extended,
enlargements would be made by similar halls,
leading from the other sides of the tower, and thus
the structure would, without design, assume the
crucial form. - This, without more direct evidence,
would pot determine, with respect to the christian
era, the date of its invention. The excess of space,
which, tho’ it induced catholic processions, was
not intended for them, was probably occupied by
courts of justice, and the public palace of the
sovereign. The Jewish architecture, and decora~
tions, were evidently copied from the Pheenician;
but the Pheenician style was brought to Britain,
therefore, the Jewish architecture, with the neces-
sary modifications required by climate, would be
a complete picture of the British. But nothing is
more remarkable, in the public buildings of Jeru-
salem, than the infinity of brass ornaments, the
work of Pheenician artists. The art, therefore,
of casting metals, known to have been practised

- by the Britons, in very ancient times, as it would

naturally be learned from the Pheenicians, must
have flourished in Britain before the invasion of
Ceesar. The Britons at that period imported brass,

" 'no doubt merely from the mines in Cornwall, in

sufficient quantity to attract the notice of a for-
eign observer. It must have been applied to the
casting of various ornaments, and of statues, an-
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cient specimens of which, have been discovered
at Bath. It is said, but without foundation, that
the Britons learned the art of casting metals from
the Romans. But Virgil, disclaims for them al-
most eyery art; yields the palm of astronomy to
the Egyptians, and Chaldseans: and confesses that
others, probably the Greeks, and Pheenicians, ex-
celled his countrymen in metallic statuary. The
habits of military life are adverse to instruction
of any kind; particularly in an operose, and com-
plex art, which demands a fixed residence,” quiet,
unbroken leisure, and expensive apparatus. If the
supposition be granted, we must presume an accu-
mulation of metal, as if fated for this very purpose.
But statues, are not the objects of desire to a sa-
vage people, and they require for their exhibition,
" temples, villas, and ornamental gardens. Such
luxuries: are the superstructure of civilization,
which must have long commenced before their
introduction. The Tyridns, were doubtless their
instruetors, who, in addition to their ancient skill,
easily acquired any improvements, which Greece
" might have made in the art.
- The supposed rude dwellings of the ancient
Britons, are often adduced as arguments of their
want of civilization. For, the greater part of mo-
dern nations, accustomed to houses of brick or
stone, imagine that habitations of wood are indica-
tive of barbarism. But the material is peculiarly
- susceptible of ornament. The cottages of the Alps

L4
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exemplify it, whose projecting roofs, and light
pendent galleries, inimitable in stone, unless by
the most laborious process, harmonise with the -
“scenery, as if, like the rocks, and woods, they had
come fresh from the hands of the Creator. If the
. houses of a simple peasantry, are thus beautiful,
how much more must the palaces of kings, and the
temples of the Gods, in a great agricultural and
commercial nation, have exceeded ‘in ornament,
If the original material of building had been stone,
architecture, as an elegant art, would have been
entirely unknown. It is by the imitation of strue-
tures in wood, in which fancy, and caprice, might
easily indulge in ornament, that the stone fabrie
acquired its decorations. This is obvious, from
the florid Pheenician style, in the ceiling of King
Henry the seventh’s chapel, at Westminster, whieh
is plainly modelled from works in wood, executed
originally by Pheenician artists. It was ambition,
of a daring, but lavish character, which tempted
the architect to rival in stone, those pendent, and
complex ornaments, resembling, perhaps, the lacu-
naria of the Romans, and of general use among the
nations of antiquity. Similar ceilings when paint-
ed, gilt, or inlaid with ivory, as indicated by the
immense quantities of ivory taken by Scipio at
Carthagena, probably prevailed ameng the western
nations. Gold, and ivory, used in conjunction,
were employed in ornament, by the most luxurious
people of the Bast; and these commodities formed

1
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part of the merchandize paid by the Pheenicians,
for the tin, lead, and brass, of Britain, and were
doubtless used in internal decorations. This was
the style of ornament in Cyprus, Pheenicia, and
Egypt, countries intimately connected with ancient
Britain. Arabia, the parent of Pheenicia, indulged
in these expensive luxuries. The doors, walls, and
ceilings of her palaces, were adorned with ivory and
gold, as the sacred writers describe the buildings
of Jerusalem. The projecting and pendent parts,
were, no doubt, particularly adorned. The extreme
splendour of the palaces in the Burman empire,
whose interior displays one blaze of gilding, fully
supports the statément of the ancient glory of
‘Arabia. Similar advantages, with the addition
of oil colours, with which the Celtic nations, as
appears from the custom of painting their shields,
were acquainted, enabled them to build houses
of great beauty, and magnificence. The German
custom of painting various subjects on the fronts
of houses, is of remote antiquity; and may be re-
.-ferred to this period. Suppositions like these are
-absolutely necessary, to account for the beauty
-of Avaricum, a city of Gaul, which influenced the
general council to exempt it from burning; at a
great risk, and eventually, a great injury to the
nation. But the British edifices, a word of too
great extension to be applied to the huts of Rapin,
resembled those of Gaul; therefore, it may be infer-
red that cities, not inferior to Avaricum, existed in
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Britain. When it is considered, that, in the least
civilized parts of the island, corn was threshed in
large barns; and that the operations of smelting,
and manufacturing metals, require ample space;
it is impossible to acquiesce in the miserable, and
contracted habitations, assigned by Rapin to the
ancient Britons. The accommodations of the
lowest individuals of a nation, arising from their
poverty, and not from their want of ingenuity, can
never be assumed as the scale of the buildings
of a people, living in a wooded country, acquainted
with the use of iron, highly commercial and agri-
cultural, and abounding in gold and silver.

It is impossible that a country amply supplied
with wood, and iron, and in connection with na~-
tions eminent for architecture, should have wanted
comfortable and elegant dwellings. Building, is
one of those progressive arts, in which mankind are
perpetually instructed by the great masters, ne-
cessity, and experience. To erect a mere defence
against the weather, is a problem easily executed,
but the want of room would, after repeated fail-
ures, lead to structures, not merely convenient,
but, as our wishes extend with their gratification,
beautiful, and magnificent. The tree in its natural
state, formed the column of early buildings, as in
the tent of Abraham, under the oak of Mamre; and
in the bridal chamber of Ulysses. A circular wall
round this column, joined in supporting the tim~
bers of the roof; thus accounting for the form
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of ancient structures, spiral staircases, and the
domerlike houses of the.Ganls; and, ultimately, for
the. Tholus. of the Greeks, and even. the. Pantheon
of, Rome. The. coolness of our cathedrals; and
. the projecting. stories. of the.most. ancient wooden
houses, admirably qualified for throwing the great.
est possible shade, on. the narrow street below;
olearly indicate an eastern origin. The existence
of cathedrals.in wood, being a subject of. historical
record, not of conjecture; a British town must
haye. consisted: of such projecting houses, as even
now-remain in ancient cities; with public buildings
I wopod, of Pheenician architecture. The walls
of their towns were, probably, like those of the
Gauls, composed of wood and stone. But the
Celtic towns were not constructed solely.of woods
for, Dion Cassius says, that part of Solonium was
built of wood, consequently the remainder cons
sisted of brick or stone. - But Ravenna, and even
ancient Rome, were built of wood; such dwellings,
therefore, are not a decided proof of barbarism.
¥ nothing: had been recorded of the reign of Eli-
zabeth, but the wooden houses of the inhabitants,
and their use of rushes for carpets; it would be
impossible to infer, the high literary. refinement,
apd scientific attainments, of that age.

The buildings of the ancient Briton are not,
neeessarily, restricted te the scale of any modern
erections: for, the noblest works of antiquity,
whose very ruins have -arrested the course of in-

x -
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vading armies, were directly, or indirectly, acces~
sible to the Britons; and, if they wanted granite,
and marble, the materials of durable structures;
yet, from analogy, the pecullar form of buildings,
whose models were undoubtedly of wood; from the
chronicles, and the evidence of Cassar himself; it
may be inferred, that Britain abounded with build-
ings, large, magnificent, and worthy of a great, and
civilized nation. With the use of horn, the spe-
cular stone, or even lattices of rifted oak, for wine
dows; drapery from Tyre, and linen from Egypts
the curtains, and embroidered pillows of Carthages
couches, adorned with gold and ivory, and purple
garments of needle work, the exports of Asia Mi-
nor; every comfort or even elegance of life might
beattained. Even the use of brass, which is purely
ornamental, proves that the houses of the Britons,
must have been supplied with a variety of elegant
furniture. The situation of their towns, in the
midst of woods, does not, even contingently, imply
any rudeness of construction. Woods, were the
quarries of the ancient Britons, and a belt of wood
would be the best defence, against the cavalry, and
chariots, of an enemy. = To suppose that the Bri-
tons derived no advantage, from the acknowledged
visits of the Pheenicians, and the Greeks, is to sup-
pose a state of society which never could have
existed.- Itis impossible, also, to conclude that
these enterprising nations, of known eagerness for
the extension of commerce; and the acquisition
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of geographical knowledge, and of science in ge-
neral; should have frequented the island, century
after century, without exploring the whole of the
interior. That the Greeks resided for a consider-
able time in Britain, is evident, from the obser-
vation of Lucretius, an observation drawn from
Greek sources, that health suffered from the cli-
mate, which could not be the effect of a transient
visit. Even the occasional residents must have
continued a considerable time, as is evident, from
their requiring, in foreign countries, altars for
their national worship; and they probably winter-
ed in distant countries, to allow time for commer-
cial transactions, and to avoid the danger of the
seas. It is impossible that the Britons should
have looked on these interesting strangers, with
an incurious eye; without a wish to imitate their
shipping; their dress; their manners; to acquire
their language; and to visit their distant, and un-
known, countries. Surely, the ‘migratory spirit
of Britons, which has been active for so many
centuries, was not then dormant. As Eratosthe-
‘nes, Posidonius, and other Greeks, explored the
Celtic nations: so Divitiacus, and, doubtless, other
.eminent men, of Gaul, and Britain, travelled to
Rome. "The guest and friend of Cicero, must have
been remarkable for elegance, and refinement, and
also for the dignity of his personal character; as
Ceesar thinks it sufficient, to designate Dumnorix
“as the brother of Divitiacus. The embassy of the
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' Britons to Cato, mentionet so slightly Hy Nicepho-
rus,'as-cited in the second volume of ‘the Vatican
colléction, that there cin be no suspicion of false-
hood, implies a ¢onstant communication, and direet
commercial intércoursebetween Britain andRome,
This anecdote, also, -explains the supposed mag-
nificent patrorage of foteign nations, by individudl
Romans; who,in fact; acted merely as consuls,!fer
the: protection, and-extension of théir-commeroe;
like -the -officers, - reconmended by Xenophon ' to
the ‘Athenians, -This office, required trouble,
and,4s appedrs-bythe' money offered: to Oato; tho’
declined by him, ‘wds probably -rewarded by an
annual-salary, or equivalent/ presents. -Threexis-
tence, and resources, of Britain, must, therefore,
have been known -to-the ‘Romans, at a very early
period; atid their wealth -was the motive of all the
invasions. -Julius Ceesar, by stating the affairs
of theMorini &s trivial; compared with Britain, tho
the merchants wished to keep him 'in: ignoranee,
must have had: an adequate: idea’of the valué of
theisland. This' knowlédge 'infersa regalarand
miutual intercourse; and, doubtless, as'Cato pro-
teeted the British merchant in Rome; counterparts
existed in- Britain; - whese leading' men, wéve, ina
similar manner, patrons: to:the Remans. - The:re-
lations between foreign: states, however disgwised
by speeieus names, must have' been intrmsically
the same in-all ages. The British presents in the
Capitol,arcalse évidenees of mutual commuanioas
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-and-nmust have been merely 'the .return, for
sual gifts to allied nations. *Aceordingto the

~ “""‘“‘*"Uulﬂ‘nbﬂ- account, or-the historigal part of Shake-

spesre’s Cymbeline, which has manyinternal marks
of truth, there was-no necessity for tokens of-sub-
jection, They are, besides, arguments of athigh
degree of civilization: for no presents, exeept:of
the. most splendid kind, both for materials,.and
werkmanship, ‘could:-have been admitted. into. the
Capitel, -among 'the .gold .crowns; the rich .ca-
binéts, adorned ' with pedrls; and.eandelabra,set
with- precious stones;- the gifts, of monarchs, free
cities; and opulent . individuals. The:eritical and
réfined citizens of Rome, would have rejected with
fieorn; any. offering, which the supposed barbarians
of Britain‘ could have presented. - Therestoration
and decoration: of the: Capitol,.the! favorite objeet
‘of ‘the Romams, and promoted  by:all nations at
pesce with her, shew. her extended influence, and
intercourse with all the world. All great capitals
nécessarily attract visitors, frem: the most distant
vegions; -and prevent the utter seelusion essential

~ to'barbarism; which .conld: never have existed

among the great families of Europe. -Athens; was
a ¢ity of strangers; -at'Rome, a particular magis-
trate presided over them; and -the: courtsiof the
-temple of the exclusive Jerusalem, were thronged
by.foreign merchants, and her streets infested by

the:courtesans of Tyre. )
.. They, who.suppose the commercial visits of the
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Pheenicians, and Greeks, to Britain, entirely nuga<
tory in their effects, have not considered the length
of time required for a trading voyage, and for the
necessary residence of commercial agents; unless,
in defiance of all the principles of trade, the Phee-
nieians paid in coin for all the British goods, and
even them, the usual consequences of an influx
of money, would have followed in Britain. The
operations of ancient traffic, as may be learned
from the comic drama, generally required, from
one to three years. That the Pheenician ships
were guided by the usual rules of commerce, is
evident from their early trading voyage to Argos,
with Assyrian and Egyptian merchandize. Arti-
cles of attractive luxury, composed of gold and
amber; wines; crimson cloth; the perfumes, and
‘spices of the East; and the manufactured goods,
of Asia Minor, Greece, Egypt, Assyria, and the
East Indies; were most assuredly brought to Bri-~
tain; and exchanged for the produce of the North
.of Europe, for native manufactures, and for metals.
JIron was probably exported, in the shape of tools,
.and cutlery; for this manufacture has existed from
time immemorial, as the natural consequence of
-working the mines. Instruments of steel, which,
tho’ known by the name Gallic, were probably of
British workmanship, were highly prized at Rome.
‘It could not have been the interest of the Pheeni-

" cians, to have kept Britain in a state of barbarism;

but, by introducing a luxurious civilization, to
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have encouraged the consumption of their manu-
factures, and merchandize. Without an adequate
return, the Britons would not have submitted to
the tedious, and laborious, employment, of mining
in which, too, a knowledge of mechanies, and che-
mistry, is absolutely necessary. The smelting,
also, of iron, and its ¢conversion into steel, requiring
furnaces of brick, and vessels of pottery, imply
the existence of two trades, most eonducive to
civilization; and, as the art of mining, infers the
less complex process of quarrying ; stone and slate
must have been familiarly known: in addition,
therefore, to the necessary foundations, the roofs
were of course covered with durable materials,
and thus differed but little, essentially, from the
buildings of any subsequent age. If King Henry
the seventh’s chapel had been built of wood, and
had perished, we should have disregarded entirely
the trifling memorials of its existence. Yet build-
ings in wood, the original prototypes of that ele-
gant structure, whose every part plainly refers to
models in wood, of equal extent; for the words
of Cgesar, can only relate to large public buildings;
and of equal magnificence, as for ages, intellect,
and genius, must have been engaged in their cony
struction; existed before the first Roman invasion
of Britain. They nearly resembled the publie
buildings of the Gauls, whose architecture must
have been highly advanced, by the example, and
precepts, of the Greek cities, on their southern
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coast, The words of Ceesan, imply. that they were
almos$, exastly alike, and.contain not the slightest
intimation of inferiority. If the. operations of
mining were conducted: by the Britons, their. cixi+
lization is nearly proveds o, if by the Pheeniciuns,
they must have resided for a long time in Britain,
and: bave coloaized the country. On either sup»
posifion, consequences: of the utmost importance
- mrust have resulted to the inhabitants, The metals
eould not have been exchanged for gold, or mer-
chandize, in total silence, and with that entire
absence of effect, which is assumed by the advo-
eates for the early barbarism of Britain. But the
Britens, who offered so gallant a resistance, to
Owmsar, would not have suffered the Pheenicians,
who only eame as merchants, to have the exclu-
sive enjeyment of their mines. It is most natural
to conelude, that they were worked by the na-
tives, and they must have produced an immense
revenue, sufficient to absorb a full share of the
eommerece of the world. But the western nations,
were not merely passive in regard to the intredue~
tion of Tyrian gaods, but actually exported in their
own ships, iren, tin, and lead, the staple comme-
dities of the Celtie nations; which they sold, or
exchanged at the fairs of Tyre. The west of Spain
took the most preminent part in these transaetions,
but the metals were probably brought to 8Spain,
by the shipping of the Britons, and the Venetl
The ships of the Veneti, tho' evidently constructed
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for the Neorth sees, most probably entered the
Mediterranean, and traded with Carthage, if not
with Tyre. From the most early times, the spar-
tum from Spain, and piteh, and hemp from Gaul,
were conveyed to Greeee, Egypt, and Asia Minor.
These latter articles being the produce of the
Baltic, so regular a communication must have been
maintained with all the Celtic nations, that their
pntire concealment frem the old world, so. esseny
tial to the.common theory, cannot with reason be
maintained. Thus the East, and the. West, mutu-~
ally stimulated the industry and cupidity of each
other; for commeree is always-reciprocal, and can
never be gratuitous. - Not a single bale of goods,
travels aleng the roads, or passes the sea, but for
the purpose of barter orsale; therefore, where
there is an influx of trade, the reflux is self-evi-
dent, and indicates an advanced state of agricul-
ture, and manufactures. The trade of Britain
.extended to the Baltie, and to the remotest parts
* 'of the North of Europe; and flowed in a continual
.stream, thro’' Gaul, and Germany. A strong re-
.action must have occurred, and the fleets of the
Suiones, a powerful maritime state on the Baltie,
.must have passed the Sound to Britain, laden with
furs, pitch, ta¥, resin, hemp, and other productions
of the North. The communication of Britain,
-thro’ Gaul, with the Mediterranean, was so various,
-and so regular, as completely to negative the as-
-sertion respecting the barbarism of Britain. The
L
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Rhine, the Seine, the Loire, and the Garonne,
furnished the means of incessant intercourse. The
Garonne was most closely connected with the
Mediterranean. The merchandize, also, of the
Mediterranean, was conveyed up the Rhene, the
Saone, and the Doube; passed by land to the Seine,
and was thence forwarded to the ocean and ‘to
Britain. The Rhine conveyed to Britain the pro-
duce of Germany. Thus the materials of national
wealth, existed in the greatest abundance. Many
consequences necessarily result from extensive
land, and sea carriage, such as the establishment
of inns, with relays of horses; warehouses, and
towns, at convenient intervals; and prdbably, as
in the East, a regular post. Commerce created
the splendid city of Tolosa, the depot for embare-
ation on the Garonne; Burdigala, which chiefly
depended on foreign trade, and opposite to the
several channels of communication, gave birth to
corresponding cities in Britain. - This immense in-
flux of merchandize, could not have been absorbed
by a nation of barbarians. Civilization, is neces-
sary for the consumption, and payment, of the va~
rious commodities of commerce; which, from the
Mediterranean, consisted of articles of luxury,
wine, oil, and manufactured goods. The goods
‘imported, according to Strabo, were merely ivory
ornaments for their bridles; expensive, when highly
‘finished; and certainly indicative of a minute at-
. -tention to the cavalry; nécklaces, and glass vessels;
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objects of luxury, which at least shew that the
nécessarios of life existed in abundance. But, a8
an expensive land, and water communication, could
not have been sustained by the produce of such
trifles, it is necessary to add, the manufactures,
and the merchandize of the East; with wine and
oil, the peculiar exports of Italy. The trifling
noeture of the imports, was probably the reason,
assigned by the Romans, for the small ineome de-
rived from Britain, or rathey, for the total want
of revenue from that quarter, and the complete
- neglect of the island by the Roman government.
- It appears that the island, would not bear duties
sufficient to defray the expenses of collection,
which, besides, would have been attended with
danger. These are reasons assigned by Strabo,
‘on cenjecture merely, for the island was never oc-
enpied by the Romans iun his time. But they are
disproved by subsequent events, and by the posi-
tive assertion of Taeitus, that Britain abounded
in gold and silver, enough to compensate the ex-
penses and trouble of conquest. This gold, and
#ilver, must mean, not specie, which might easily
be ‘seereted, but a revenue arising from tangible,
well-defined, sources of national wealth. In plala
language, the Britons, in the age of Augustus,
were able to defy the whele power of the Roman
empire. These cirenmstances, explain the contra~
dietory expressions of the two court poets, for
while Horace: dwells on the intended invasion of
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Britain, as on'a subject pleasing to the Emperor}
and anticipates the procession in triumph of the
chained Briton, thro’ the Via saera; Virgil euts
off Britain entirely from the world, and represents
the Morini, as, in that direction, the most remoté
of mankind. The anticipations of triumph, there-
fore, were written before the invasion by Augustus;
and total oblivion was thrown over this Country
- -after the attempt had failed.

If the foreign trade of Britain, as may be with
justice assumed, existed on the largest scale, it is
a fair inference, that their domestic accommoda~
tions, their dress, their amusements, among which
is to be reekoned the expensive luxury of the.chase,
hounds being a regular export, corresponded with
it. The dress of the ancient Briton, as it must have
-closely resembled the fashion of the Gauls, no dif-
ference being remarked by Ceesar, was most mag-
nificent. TheCeltic nations indulged in theEastern
fashion of wearing embroidery, gold bracelets and
-chains, tunics, and cloaks of various colours, adapt-
ed, in texture, to.the different seasons of the year.
Their armour was painted, and inlaid with geld.
The dress of part of the Celtic nations, differed but
fittle from that of the modern Frank. .- The gar-
anents of the men fitted close to the body; aud the
women wore linen dresses, varied with scarlet;
the fore arm, the shoulders, and part of the breast,
‘being bare. Shoes, of which there was an infinite
variety, among the nations of antiquity, and some
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of barbaric origin, could not have been unknown
to the Britons. If it be concluded, that the name
of -the Picts referred solely to the colour of their
garments, it may be inferred, that, as the funerals
of the Celts were sumptuous and magnificent, they
enjoyed in life all the luxuries of dress and diet.
The present dress of the Judges; the furs of the
North, and scarlet, was probably the civil costumeé
of the ancient British nobleman. The full dresses
of the highest graduates in our universities, are
also, most likely, the remains of a Celtic fashion.
¥t is most probable, that the British nobleman
presided over courts of justice, in the full dress
of the time; which, law or custom having sane-
tioned, became fixed; while the ordinary dress of
the nation, varied from the loose robe to the cloak;
and at length degenerated into the present fashion.
The importation of fur, and Tyrian cloth, and the
die, with which the Transalpine nations imitated
searlet, and all other kinds of colours, make this
supposition extremely probable. The most valu-
able furs were doubtless appropriated, by sump-
tuary laws, to kings and nobles, and as distinetive
marks of rank, are of Northern origin.

. 'The use of skins and fars, is by no means indica~
tive of barbarism. The skins of fawns, and foxes,
. were worn by the initiated in the mysteries of Bac«
chus. The dress, of Paris the beau of the Iliad,
and of the ideal companions of Venus in the Zneid,
was also of skin.  The Britons are generally sup-
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posed, from a passage in the interpolator of Cssar, |
to have been clothed with the skins of domestic
animals; but the Germans, who could have had
no advantage unknown to the Britons, proeured
furs from the Frozen ocean, and the White sea,
The words, therefore, only establish the use of fursg
linen was known to the Germans, and much more
to the Britons, from the’East. In the artjcle of
dress, therefore, nothing stamps the Briton with
the charaeter of barbarism.

. 'The stigmata of the Britons, have been mumad «
as marks of a deficieney in civilization, tho’ the
Roman soldier himself, the reputed introducer of -
_ refinement, was tatooed to prevent desertion. In
agriculture, the Britons, instrueted by the Tyrians
-and Carthaginians, could not have been inferior to
any nation of the ancient world. Nor is there
any reason why they should yield to modern art.
Agriculture, was cherished by sovereigns, and
philosophers; it was esteemed honorable, it was
felt to be the happiest employment. Even the
instances of affectation recorded in ancient history
shew its general estimation. Theregular inspection
of the country by the Eastern governments, and
" the rewards attached to suceessful practice, mnst
‘have promoted the uniformity, and advancemesig
of the science. The fact, that- thirty: theusand
men foraged in a small paxt of the county of Kent,
shews how amply the Britons -had long profited by
the instruetions they received. The value of land;
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a proof of profitable oecupation, is evident frem
its minute subdivisions among the Celtic nations;
and as the dimensions of the squares into which
it was divided, are expressly said to have been
of ‘different proportions in cities, their extreme
antiquity for public meetings, and architectural
display, is clearly proved. Agriculture, necessa-
rily requires the protection of law, and of military
force; -and, its basis being fixed property, it gene-
rates the most difficult-parts of the laws of con-
sanguinity, inheritance, and wills. If entailed, it
naturally produces an aristocracy. Agriculture
ceuld not be confined to-the raising of corn, but
extended to the cultivation of the turnip, which
was well known in Gaul; and the beet, whose
Jeaves are ranked, by Hippocrates, among pot-
berbs. Horticulture, both for esculents and flow-
" .ers, as the nations of the East were proverbially
attached to it, must have flourished in Britain.
The existence of gardens, under which name were
formerly comprehended the orchard, and vineyard,
‘in addition to the modern meaning of the term,
-is-eévident, from the description of Britain by Dio-
dorus.. Parks, like those of the East, aderned
-with flowers, and planted with stately trees; often
.ineluding collections of exotics, as refined and
-innocent luxuries; and for scientific purposes;
.and carefully enclosed for the confinement of ani-
.mals; " are also mentioned by him, as existing in
-Britain. - Of these splendid establishments, the
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the Roman hare-warren was only a humble imi-
tation; yet its great expense, as covers and weods
were surrounded with a high wall, for the exélne
sion of noxious animals, necessarily confined it td
persons. of property. - In the British parks, which
were intersected with streams of water; ponds;
and seperate enclosures, were miade for aquatic
fowls. It is evident that the breeding of bharess
and geese, as-a source of amusement, must have
been managed in this manner, and must, of course;
have been appropriated to people of the. higher
orders. - The. descriptions of Diodorus, form: a
just and lively commentary to the meagre account
of the interpelator of Ceesar, and indicate a state
of society, where the luxury of cultivation, necessa~
rily includes every meaner process of agriculture,
as it can only be the offspring of & mind revelling
in superfluities. Thus, the British mode of life,
resembles those glimpses of rural enjoyment, which
charm the reader of the ancient poets. If it be
reeollected that the cultivation of the ground, and
pasturage, in their widest extent, ministering not
only to necessity; but to capriee, and fashion, flou-
rished in all their refinements, in Egypt,.in the
East, in Italy, and transalpine Gaul; it will re-
quire the most positive, and unbiassed testimony,
to exclude them from ancient Britain. Tillage,
-6n a large scale, as it plainly existed in Britain at
the time of Ceesar, infers the population of cities,
.and numerous classes of produective, and unpro-
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dugtive lahourers, for the surplus corn must have
been exchanged, for-articles of luxury and. conve-
nience. The Druid, supported by tithes,. (for, as
sn institution of this kind must have preceded the
full appropriation of the land, it must have been es-
tablished by the earliest colonies,) the landowner,
the lawyer, the. medical practitioner, the manufac-
turer, the artist whose labgurs tended only to mere
amusement, of all which, there are traces among
the Celtic pations, must have been supported partly
by right, partly by the recompense of their respect-
ive arts, and must have given the necessary stimu-
lys to agriculture. The great scale of agriculture,
.and the immense multitudes mentiened hy: Ceesar,
mutually corroborate the existence of each other.
The ancient prosperity also, and population of the
Celtic nations, is evident from a.speech of Alcibi-
~ ,ades; mentioning, that the Athenians intended to
recruit their army from the nations beyond Spain;
.and, to procure supplies of corn from them. The
. pewer and resourcas of the Celtic nations, must,
therefore, have been universally acknowledged.

Buf, it may be said, that the Britons, however
xieh, and powerful, must have wanted the highest
‘refinement, the cultivation of the mind. . Butifthey
lived when the human intellect was.most success-
fully cultivated, if they studied the Greek and
Latin as living languages, with the certainty of
solving every difficulty, and learning the particu-
lars of every allusion, there is na reason for doubt-

M
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Ing their proficiency, in literature, and science:
The immense foreign trade of the Celtic nations,
@nd the existence of lite¥ary intercourse; which
would be extended to the utniost by the profess
sional scholar, is proved By the fact; that publie
trecords, and tontracts, and, of course; epistolary
torrespondence with foreigiiérs, were written i
the Greek lariguagé. This ¢ustom arose, not from
capride, or fileasure, but because a widely extended
commeérte required an universal medium: Ih con-
séquencé of the acknowledged intercourse of Bris
tain tvith the Greeks; the higher ranks of society
must have visited Athens, an tniversity which
existed before the Trojan war, and sovereigns gras
tified the prevailing taste by procuring her most
learned proféssors. These suppositions, agreeable
to reason, are cornfirmed by the chronicles. Thé
still greater prevalence of the Latin language in
Celtica, is evident from the dispatches of Ceesay,
‘written in Greek, for the sake of sécrecy; as the
Latih, consequently, was geherally understood.
To these advantages, must be added the corrects
tiess of original manuscripts, and highly authorized
copiess while the earliest now in existence hava
been corrupted; partly by negligence, but more by
fgnorant presumption, in the course of repeated
transcriptxom

" The resources, also, of the Eastern world, opened
themselves to the enquiring scholar. The learning
‘of Egypt, Cyrene, and Carthage, explained the
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early antiquities of his country, which are now
buried in complete darkness, There is no reason
for supposing that the Druids misspent their twen-
ty. years of application, a time, thought by Black-
gtone, sufficient for the education of a judge; and
more than sufficient for the highest degrees; in
some barbarous, and worthless lore. Their studies
consisted of astronomy, with its necessary train of
subservient sciences; geography, which demands
an extended navigation; natural history; and spe-
~ culations respecting the divine nature, and the
origin of the world, A scientific cultivation of as-
tronomy, would require instruments, and observa~
tories; for which purpose, the towers of temples
were probably used. There is not the slightest
intimation, that in this seience, they were inferioy
to the Greeks, and Romans; who could predict the
exact time and duration of eclipses. The doctrine
of the Druids, that the soul of man was immortal,.
was, most likely, derived indirectly from ‘revela~
tion: for no human reasoning could point it out,
nor. does any symbol in the vegetable world, which
most nearly approaches it, exactly resemble the
resuscitation of our insensate and scattered ashes,
The Druids must have received from the East,
some more satisfactory doctrine than that of tyanse
migration. Their traditions, that the world, tha’
-essentially eternal, had often beep superficially
destroyed by fire, and water; are so agreeable to
the latest dictates of philosophy: that it is probas
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ble, geological reséarehies, a natural result of the
philosophical examination of mines, mayhave been
prosecuted atiiong our early ancestors. ‘Geelopy
Infers chemistry; asciende fieeessary to determine
the operations, hidden froin supérficial observation,
of the great agents, fire and water, in ¢hanging
the face of the globe. For, it was not from téadic
tion; the whole of these phenomiena, not having
fallen utdér hunian cognitaiice, ior having beeu
objeéts of revelation; but From coifipiaring theli
With the operations of the laboratoty, that thes®
doctrines prevailed among the Diulds. 'They were
not the opinions of solitary philosophefs, but the
known ani established vreed, sufficiently proimi<
nent, to attract the notice of & foréign obsefver,
Chemistiy then, must hive beeén  supported, and
tdvanced, by public institutions. Nor wouald thé
#inbition bf science, have explored the iAteriop
of the globe, till all objects of obvibus. researchy
had ‘beeh exhaustéd, and art had fuily answered
the demands of common life. Thertfore, as i
iibdern times, geology thust have been preceded
by-a vatiety of arts and seiences, fitudt have boen
the ¢omsequence of ages of civilisation and seidnes;
Nétallurgy is most intihately conteeted with ehe-
mistry; and was no doubt its o¥igin: Thesry
Wwas derived from the East; and the haughty eont
qitétors of the-world, shew thelr'ignorance 6F:1%,.
by veinarking, as strange, the fasiiltar opinivas-of
the-geokogist. ‘Norwortht the s&ppﬁéition%ms-
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proved by any evidence from the ehroniclés, for
the triumphs of science, are unfortunately neot the
subjeets of history, which passes over in silence
such establishments as the Royal Soeiéty, and the
Imstitution, to which the world has been so deeply
indebted, and makes no mention of the naines, ei-
ther of Newton, Davy, or Faraday.
" In ¢onfirmation of this opinion, we have the most
autheritic natural, and historieal, records, of a for-
_midr. destruction by water; and there is the ampledt
evidenee, of the most extensive ravages, of that
ocean of fire, over whi¢h we are now reposing; and
which, at the last day ef time, when eternity shall
bpen its vast, and tremendous pertals, may not se
muech destroy, as renovate the face of the globe.
The religion of Druidism must not be confined
to Britain, for it pervaded the whole of Europes
till the reyul family of Crete, a few generations
Pefore the Trojan war, by usurping divine honors,
peoopled the pagan heaven with new deities, To
this source must be referred the peculiar venera-
tioh of the Greeks, and Romans, for trees, particu-
Yarly the .eak; and the ancient fable of the golden
bough, the poetical appellation for the mistletoe.
The natives of Britain, seem to have parted with
pure Druidism, about the same time as other na~
tions, and at the invasion of Cessar, they worship-
‘ped the most popular of the Greek delties.
'The peetry of the Celtic.nations, was the annals
of.théireemmtry. The Ilind was no wore, and if it
had perished, would not have ranked higher. The
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Druidical poems may have equalled the cheicess
compositions of antiquity ; for they were made by
a society especially appointed; and where a com«
petition existed between different ages; and the
national demand perpetually stimulated the exer-
tions of poetry. The poems of the Druids, were,
perhaps, the relations of their early expeditions,
and conquests; the praises of ancient, and now
forgotten heroes; and philosophical subjects, like
the songs of the bards in the Greek, and Latin
poets; aceompanied, no doubt, with music, as the
T'yrians excelled in that art. ¥
The descriptions of Britain, inserted in the eome
mentaries of Ceesar, and relating to a very ancient
state of the country; are evidently interpolationss
as they disjoin chapters whose sense is intimately
connected. They are not the work of Ceesar; for
a writer of taste, and judgement, had only two mo-
dels; Thucydides, and Herodotus; and would have
abstained entirely from such notices:. or have pree.
fixed them to his accounts of the respeetive came
paigns. Besides, the reformer of the calendur,
either by his own knowledge, or the temporary
information derived from Sosigenes, could net
have supposed, that one day in. Britain equalled
-2 month in Italy. This statement probably arose
from some obscure report of the phenomena of
more northern regions. The testimony, supposing
it to be Caesar’s, is of very little value, as he knew
no part of the island, but Kent, and a small part
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of Surry; and the population,excepting the armies,
must have been withdrawn: The desire; too, of -
exalting themselves; by depreciating others; a
suspicion of foreigners; and 4 consequent wish to
lessent the value of Britain, lest it should becomée
an object of Roman ambition; may have indiiced
the people of Kent to give false accounts of it
With respect to the mode of living in the interior,
the passage must either have been usually misin-
terpreted, or the author originally misinformed.
But the words of the interpolator only intimate a
mixed state of agriculture, and pasturage; in the
interior, the latter employment predominating.
I¢ is impossible, as the natives were situdted, that
they should have subsisted solely on the produce
of their flocks; in total ignorance of the use of corn,
and other vegetable food, and of the value of skins
and woel: Hides, procured in part from the inte-
tior, were exported frtom Britain; and; unless we
sttach imbecility, and defect of knowledge of their
own interest; to the Britons, they assumed the
more marketable form of leather, and parchment;
‘articles in universal demand; for soldier’s clothing
under their armour, and for books. The exporta-
tion of cured provisions, and manufactured gar-
ments, after the example of Gaul; at all events,
of the raw produce; must be conceded to Britain.
As the Britons used wicker vessels, admirably
adapted for the navigation of rivers, and the shal-
low.seas, there is every probability that they had
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fisheries, and enjoyed a share in the lucrative, traf;
fie, of exporting the select portions of their prodyge
in @ pickled state. Straba esteems the comamodir
tiea of this kind from Spain and Gaul, equal to the
Pantic; a jar of which, as we learn from an artiele
in the Vatican collection, was sald for nearly tem
pounds of our meney. The demand in Rome, at
a later period, for British aysters, no deubt simi-
larly prepared, confirms the suppesition. Timber
also, as being extremely abundant, may have been
exported, and this island have been the Canada
‘of the Mediterranean. Such seurces of wealth, eor-
Toborate the assertion, that Britain ahounded in-
.gold and silver. . The passage implies merely that
‘pasturage, a mode of life by no means indicative
of a savage, or bavbarous .state, was the staple
employment of the interior. It was not designed
to exclude, even among those most devoted to
it, the natural exchange of superfluous produce.
‘Britain not being intersected by impassahle moun-
tains, it is impassible that corn should be cultiva-
ted. in the north and south of the island, and be
. totally unknown in the interior. The absurdity

-would fellow, that some of the inhabitants were
‘living on-the gwoss: produce of their flecks, and
‘herds; while their immediate neighbours; in addi-
-tienal. to animal foed; fer .cattle abounded in the
“most agricultural parts of the kingdom; eunjoyed
-the use of bread corn. This arrangement, if it
-ever subsisted, must haye instantly: given. way to
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the’obvious, and' profitable, interchange of com~
-modities. : X
_ In a medical, and an economical point of view,
‘the possibility of such a national diet may be doubt-
‘ed; and, tho’ the Nomad tribes seem to support
the position, it is more probable that, like the Be-
douin Arabs, they exchanged the produce of their
flocks, and herds, for the other conveniences and
Juxuries of life. The pastoral nations could not
have existed without manufactures, and commerce.
.The simplest dress, the covering of their tents, the
vessels for milk, the knife, indispensable for killing
-and flaying animals, indicate the commencement
of a commerce, which could not be restricted long -
to mere necessaries. But the Britons of the inte-
-rior, had no resemblance to the migratory habits
‘of the eastern shepherd; of course they did not
‘dwell in tents, but in regular habitations; and
.must have partially cultivated the ground;.at least
-8o far as to provide winter food for the cattle;
-which the introduction of the turnip, from Gaul,
- very much facilitated. But this culture is an agri-
- cultural process; it is, therefore, most probable
-that the science of agriculture, being in high per-
fection in the south, was mixed with pasturage
"in every part of the island. But Ceesar found a-
“bundance of cattle in Kent; the south, tierefore,
" did not depend on the north for a supply; there
“must have existed, therefore, in the north, marts
- for their cattle; and a sufficiency of agricultural
N .
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produce. As Ceesar found cattle in the south, if
he had penetrated into the interior, he would have
found corn sufficient for the forage of the legions.
The inhabitants of the interior must have followed
pasturage, not because they were less civilized
than their agricultural neighbours, but because
they found it a more profitable employment. The
‘existence of purely pastoral tribes may be doubted.
They lived either dependent on the agricultural,
and commercial nations; or in strict allianee with
them. The ancient aceounts of the Nomad tribes,
are tooloose,and inconsistent, for the establishment
of a general theory of pastoral habits. The Gete,
-who are described as living from tlie produce of
“their flocks, near the shores of the lake Mwotis,
“levied tribute from the agricultural nations of the

_ Tauric Chersonesus; whieh, as may be collected

-from the tribute paid to Mithridates, consisted of
corn, and gold. The vegetable food of civilized
man, and foreign merchandize, being in their pow-
er; their rejection of them is perfectly ineredible.
These Nomad tribes built a wall, forty-five miles

" long, across the neck of the peninsula. They pos-
sessed a variety of arts, great national resources,
and fixed habitations; for the most roving natiens
had, doubtless, some peculiar spot which they
calledgheir home. The Nomad Scythians, when
invaded by Darius, had wooden fortifications, or
rather, regular towns, surrounded with wooden

- walls; a circumstance, indicative of a fixed resi-
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dence, and an attention to manufactures, and com~
merce. Manufactures, at least for home consump-
tion, are expressly mentioned by the historian;
and gold, and wine, could only have been procured
by commerce. A fixed residence may also be in-
ferred from the sepulchres of their fathers; for the
burial of the dead no doubt gave a certain locality
to the most wandering tribes.

In some favored regions of the globe, it is pos-
sible for the human animal to have subsisted, with
no other habitation than the thicket; and no other
_ food than the wild fruits of the earth. But in ne

situation could he have secured, and preserved,
the produce of the flock, without more art than
would be neeessary to till the ground.

The traditions of all nations represent man as
subsisting, at first, entirely on vegetable food;
which he would never have completely relinquish-
ed. Varro reeords a tradition, that in the infancy
of art, agrieulture and pasturage were indiscrimi-

_nate, but were afterwards seperated. But this
division of labor, implies the closest connexion
between them. In eonfirmation of this tradition,
‘the first family was pastoral, and agricultural; and
the enumeration of property in the book of Jeh,
shews that these occupations were united in the
most ancient times. A judgment of the-nature
of pastoral life, may be formed from the bueolic
poems of antiquity, where the occupation of the
-shepherd, is partly agricultural, and manufactu-
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ring, and. partly commercial. It is most agreea~:
ble to reason, to conclude that Britain followed the
general analogy. Migration, hdwever, is the effect,:
not of choice, but of necessity. The Nomad tribes.
merely moved in their waggons, or rather, porta-
ble houses of three or four stories, from the plains:
to the mountains; which being unfit for agricul-
ture, were devoted to pasturage. They spent
three or four months in the mountain pastures,
and then returned to winter quarters in the agri-
cultural regions. It strengthens this opinion, that
the goat, an animal peculiarly adapted to woods,
and hilly grounds, formed a chief part of the flocks
of the ancients. In fact, a correct, tho’ miniature,
resemblance, of the whole process of pastoral
movements, now exists in the plains, and moun-
tains, of Switzerland. The pastoral tribes did not

wander indefinitely in search of pasturage, but the
~ pastures were integral parts of the country; and
were often defended by walls and towers. The

Bible, which gives the most just and beautiful pic~
tures of pastoral life, represents it abounding im
.gold, corn, and wines and procuring bread corn,
-in time of famine, as a necessary part of subsist-

ence, with great hazard, and inconvenience, from
a foreign kingdom. In later times, a Hebrew poet
-represents Tyre, as supplied with-eattle by the
- pastoral tribes; who, of course, returned laden
with. Pheenician corn, and merchandize. This
-connexion with agricultural communities, must
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have regulated their migrations, and limited their
warlike operations. The agriculturist in almost
all cases settled near the sea, while the pastoral
tribes inhabited the interior: an observation, which
may explain the ancient situation of Britain. This
is true of the Egyptians, and the Ethiopians; and
the Seythian nations, who, of course, had a regular
intercourse, were divided into nomad and agricul-
tural. The interior of Arabia was pastoral, while
the part adjoining Syria abounded with farmers
and merchants. The pastoral tribes were depen-
dent on other nations, or rather, made a part of
them. In the early times of the Persians, the
agricultural classes were to the pastoral, as six to
four, and the same proportion may have been pre-
served in- Britain; nor can it reasonably be sup-
posed, that more land was devoted to pasturage
than at present. There is not the smallest reason
to conclude; considering the incessant attention
pald to these subjects, by the nations of antiquity;
that agriculture, and pasturage, were carried on
'by the Britons in a rude and . inefficient manner.
A serious charge of indulging in the cruel super-
stition of offering human victims to the Gods, has
been brought against the Celtic nations in general,
by the interpolator of Ceesar. But the supposed
sacrifices of the Druids, in which guilty persons
-were imagined to be the most acceptable offerings
. to the Gods, are contrary to analogy, and custom,
which demand the most pure, and innocent victims.
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A life forfeited to the laws, could on no principle”
be selected; when the animals chosen were to be
without blemish; and the human vietim, as most
free from guilt, of extreme youth. These supposed
sacrifices, could only have been the execution of
criminals, condemned by the supreme judicature;
the spectacle, as in modern Gaul, being made more
imposing, by the presence of the judge; for the
penalty of death, when necessary, should be as
impressive as possible. The supreme counecil of
the Gauls, in Asia, whose practice was derived
from the Druids, alone determined in cases of mur-
der; anindication of their extreme tenderness for
the life of man; and their adoption of the humane
maxim of antiquity, that no delay in deciding upon
it could be long; for the process must have been
tedious and expensive. This extreme care, rens
ders it probable that a public execution was at-
tended with the most imposing solemnities, and
religious rites, which naturally gave it, to a foreign
‘observer, the air of a sacrifice.

The revival of learning, by turning the current of
‘the human mind into new channels, left compara~
tively deserted, the ancient British and Saxon histo-
ries; which were condemned as false, when they
contradicted the meagre, and partial details, of a
‘foreign invader. Yet the native history has every
‘elaim to attention; and its very want of interest
“confirms. its truth. Truth is only violated for the
sake of some splendid, or pleasing fiction. But the
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chronicles have the coldness of reality. The native
‘histories, if fabulous, are certainly less fabulous
‘than Livy; as they contain nothing impossible, and
only contradict preconceived notions; yet we just-
ly give credit in general to the Roman historian;
while we inconsistently reject the whole of the
chronicles. But, if colonies came by sea from the
East; if a constant intercourse with polished na-
tions, necessarily brings refinement; if the posses-
slon of iron, makes man lord of the forest, and of
the treasures of the earth; if the peaceful triumphs
of art, science, trade, and commerce, by affording
the motives for conquest, must have preceded the
ravages of war; if the chronicles are more con-
" firmed, than contradicted, by Ceesar; there is
.mothing in reason, er history, to impeach their
veracity. Let us then hear their simple tale with-
out prejudice—The British histories, slightly inti-
mating a former age of power, and magnificence,
which might easily have existed and passed away;
. embrace a period, which commenced after the
" Trojan war: when four generations had descended
in Italy, from Zneas, an illegitimate son of An-
. chises, one of the royal family of Troy. This time,
- tho’ amply sufficient for building the prosperity
of a great kingdom, was not more, than Britain,
from the state in which Csesar found it, must have
required. A fabulist might plausibly have carried
his story many ages higher, at least to the expul-
- sion of the Canaanitish nations by Joshua. But
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‘the'time is little more than has elapsed since the
‘Norman conquest to the present day. The chro-
‘nicles, therefore, cannot be charged with assuming
‘a remote and fabulous antiquity. The maritime
states of Italy enjoyed great commercial prospe-
rity, with the consequent desire of sending out
colonies. As the coasts of the Mediterranean,
were crowded with population, a colony to Britain,
and the founding of Troynovant, are by no means
improbable events; and are feebly opposed by the
supposition that these elements, in the language
of Italy, at that time, could not have signified
New Troy; which appellation it still bears in the
ancient British tongue; an argument of its high
* antiquity; and of the removal of forgery from the
age of the authors to whom it has been imputed.
" The glory of ancient Troy would naturally suggest
" the name, to a prince descended from the royal
-family of that extensive, and opulent empire: as
a similar feeling has studded the new hemisphere,
with duplicates of European ecities. If the settle-
ment of Brutus be admitted, a long suceession of
descendants easily follows. The chronicles place
this event in the year 1115 before Christ, a date,
" which induced later historians to disbelieve them;
when their long continued eredit, had made scep-
ticism anovelty; and paradox more inviting than
‘truth. Because Greece was imagined uncivilized,
- all co-existing nations were concluded to be bar-
- barous; tho’ there is no reason for suppesing that
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the stream of civilization first flowed in the direc-
tioh of Greece. But the actual date, s little more
than 800 years before Christ, removes even this
trifling objection; for it was an era, when, as Cicerg
wbserves of the age of Romulus, Greece, highly
civilized, abounded with poets, and philosophers,
A ‘more frivolous argument is brought forward by
some writers, that it is disgraceful ta be descended
from Venus, the peetical appellation of the mis-
tress of Anchises. But, if mere disgrace be s
argument, there can be no deseent whatever from
mean, or vicious persons. If we suppose the
chronicles to be forgeries, we must assume the
sonrexistence of all British reeords, and traditions;
swhich, however they may disfigure truth, bever in~
-vent histories, and even fables haye their reality;
and conclude, that some individual related, with-
out any foundation, the succession of princes, with
the actions attributed to them. But a complex
forgery of national events, most easy of detection
at its first ‘appearance, is plainly impossible. A
forger would have followed exactly, the accounts
of Livy, and Ceesar, from whom he differs materi-
ally: and variation is often the most convincing
argument of truth. A forged chroniel¢ would
" have eonneeted Avebury, and Stonehenge, with
- the early history of Britain; enlarged on the pum-
‘ber, and ¢onstruction, of the war chariots; and
evaded, in some specious manner, the calumnies
-of Ceesar. British records, therefore, or anuthentic
‘ o



88 - CAISAR AND

traditions, must have existed. Something too, of
romance, mingles itself with forgery. The gradual
developement of resources; the regular formation
of roads; the extension of trade; and the introdue-
tion of successive laws; would not have been tha
subjects of a forged chronicle. The eountry had
been colonized long before the expedition of Bru«
tus; and a powerful kingdom, intimated hy the
term giants, established in Cornwall, which must
have early attraated the notice of foreign nations,
on account of its mines. Brutus, tho' he claims
the victory, and pretends to have given back the
kingdom to €orneus, was himself defeated; and
obliged to seek on the banks of the Thames, a more
favorabla place for his settlement. The otherwise
unknown antiqaity of London, favors this suppo-
sition of its origin. The divisions of the country
in those times, were larger than at subsequent
periods: and as accumulation of territory, indica-
ting an advance in the science of goverament, is
a sign of civilization, Britain must have. far ex~
ceeded the Heptarchy. ‘The kingdom of Albany,
extended from the Humber, to Edinburgh, and
Dumbarton. The south of the Humber, excepting,
the Dukedom of Cornwall; and Cambria, bounded
by the Dee, and the Severn; was called Loegria.
By a politic alliance with Corneus, Cornwall was’
.'added to Loegria; the original dominions, either
by conquest, or alliances, of the family of Brutus.:
In imitation of Troy, a temple was built-at Troys



THE BRITOGNS, 991

novant; to Apdllo, its tutelary God; whose high
Priest, styled by the chronidles an Archflaume; had
spiritual jurisdiction over the south of Britain:. as
the Archflaume of Dians; in thé city of Bbranke;
founded by Ebranke, the great grandson of Lo<
erine; the son of Brutus; had over the north. The
' resources, #nd doninions; of the kingdom; must
have increased considerably between the reigns
of Brutus, aiid Ebranke, who built the castles of
Dumibarton; and Edinbnrgh, conquered Gaul; and
eelonized Germany. A powerful British navy;
thereéfore, whose gradual increase is urnoticed;
existed at this early periodi This fact may ex-
plain someé obscureé parts of Ceesar’s narrative;
and favors the theory of thé colonization of the
Continent from Britain: A forger would; perhaps;
have attributed all thesé actiors to his favorite
Brutus; - But the fonndmg & new city, with its
eonsequént laws, and regulations; and strength-<
ening his igterest by alliances; tho’ too little for
a fabuloiis hero, formed an adequate employment
for a réal monarch; In this gradual progression;
sething oversteps the modesty of truth: Various
&ities were built by His descéndants; among whom,
Budhudibras founded Caerkent; the only city men<
tioneéd by the chronitles; on tlie high road from
the cotst of Kent; to the Thames and whose ex+
istence is plainly pointed out in thé commentaries
of Cesar. 'The education of Bladud, thg son of
Rudhudibras, verifies » gonjécturé; whicli natus
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rally enters the mind, when we learn thdt the:
Athenians visited Britain.. It is, that if the Athes
nifns, for they wevre: the most- maritime people of-
Greece, frequented Britabs; that the Britons, eis
ther for information, or froni mrers curiosity, made.
voyages to Athens. It appedrs from the chronis
cles, that they actually resided there for the purs
pose of éducation. Athens, at the lowest reckon-.
ing, was an university at the age of Homer, or the:
poet who wrote the Odyssey. - The custom, there. .
fore, of distant nations resorting thither, was, most
likely, so general as not to excite the atténtion of.
the chronicler; who, without enlarging, as a for+
ger would have done, oit the importance of Greek.
literature, and the peculiar objects of his pursuity:
or the mode of travelling, whether in a British or
Greek vessel merely states, as a matter of ordi-
nary occurrence; that Bladud, in his minority, stu
died at Athens. He was, then, not- the first, nop

the only instance. A forger, whose olject would
have been the defence’of his-country fron' a chiarge
of barbarism, would have given somé spécious:
dccount of- the: communication between the two:
countries. There must have beén a constant com-
municdtion, by the shipping of Both nations, be«
tween Britain and Athens, at that periods. for the
heir of the kingdom: must have required frequent
intelligence; and avcordingly, while he was there, .
Bladud was: infodtmed of the death of his father.
If it be objected;. that this. visit is contradicted
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by the total silence of the Greck writers, it must

be comsidered, that statistical works, as totally. -

uninteresting to foreigners, would be the first to
perisli; that tho' foreigners made an important
part of the inhabitants of Athens, their respective
" nations are no where distinetly enumerated; and:
that the most splendid arrivals would have made
but a momentary impression on that haughty po-
pulation. It may be added, if the theory of the
imfluence of climate be allowed, that the modésty
and good sense of the Briten, engaged in serious
pursuits, must have rendered him, at all times;,
averse from empty show. The only conclusive.
argument, would have been-an authentic list of
foreigners, excluding Britain, and the nations of
the West. If it be recollected that the visits of the
Gallie Druids to Rome, were nearly passed over;
and that the embassies of the Allobroges, and
of the Germans, to Rome, were only incidentally
mentioned; jtcannot be expected that uneonnected
eventsof this nature,should have reached posterity.
Some events naturally followed the visit to Athens
of & Prinice, fond of literature, and desirous of ex-
tending the advantages of learning among his own
people.. Bladud founded universities at Stamford,
and - Bath, and engaged professors from Athensi
Literary persons-abounded there who taught thé
languagey and philosophy for gain; and whoy even
withont the inducement of a régular establishment;
Were, at all times, eager to visit foreign countriés:
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The patriotic wislies of Bladud; were thus essily
gratified, and the British student learned Greek
as a living language, with every sdvantage of com-
munication, with the travelled; and disputatiouns,
Athenian, A forger would have énbanced the
antiquity of Cambridge, and Oxford; or have paid
a gratifying compliment to the metropolis. The
establishment of an university at Stamford, shews
that Troynovant; Ebranke, and other great cities,.
must have been furnished with the means of lite-
rary education, by the munifieence of preceding;
monarchs;

It is a strong confirmation of the visit of Bladudf
to Athens, that the sculpture of the fragments of.
the temple of Minerva; discovered at Bath; strong=
ly resembles, in architectural sharpness, many of:
the friezes among the Elgin matbles. The desire:
of Bladud, to improve his country in every respeety
may have indueed him to bring architeets from
Athens; and the worship of Minerva,; in that city,
would naturally incline him to dedicate a temple
to her favorite deity: These introduetions of:
polytheism, by Brutus, and his suceessors; throw,
back the age of pure Druidism te & very ancient
period: The Druids of Cecsar’s times, as they
mixed freely in the business of the world, dm‘md
but little from the pontifices of Rome:

A prodigious increase must have been made i
the population, and resources, of the country, be<
tween the reigns of Bladud, and Dunwallo Mdr‘
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mutius; .and it is an argument for the truth of the
chronicles, that so far from accounting for this
increase of power, and wealth, they do not even
natice it, but by its effects. :
* 'The reign of Dunwallo Malmutius, is remarka-
ble for the first mention of a code of laws, that is,
a digest of preceding statutes; which demonstrates
a long course of previous eivilization. Legislation
ean only dress the future in the mirror of the past.
If-it attempts to be prospective, it becomes ridicu-
lous, and useless. If it could prophetically anti-
ripate all the resources of fraud, it would be per-
- aniclous. . Law, therefore, does not precede, but
follows orime; and its office, is only to prevent the
recurrence of past grievances. The Lawgiver
merely collects, and remodels existing laws, and is
not the inventor of new systems. Complex laws,
beyond the simple punishments of a'penal code,
demanded by the earliest stages of the world, indi-
cate a complex, that is, a refined state of society.
The British histories relate a circumstance of
Dunwallo, who succeeded to the throne after forty
-years of civil and foreign wars, which could not
have entered into the mind of a fabulist, that he
-was the first monarch who wore a crown of gold.
Copper gilt had been the sole material, before his
reign. An incident of this nature, could only
‘have found a place in the narrative because it was
true. A mere fabulist would have been more pro-
shigal of gold, As this monarch built temples, in
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Cambria, as well as Loegria, the whole island, to
the south of Scotland, must have been under his
dominion. The long and presperous reign of Dun~
wallo, makes more probable, the great events re-
corded of his sons, Belinus and Brennus; wlose
eonquests in Italy, and Greece, indicate a state
of prosperity, which has never been surpassed.
If national wealth abounded, one of its most natu-
ral directions, the improvement of the metropelis,
confirms the tradition of a palace at Troynevant,
ergeted by Dunwallo. Toe Dunwalle, is attribeted
the plan of forming the four highways of Britain,
‘which were finished by his son Belinus. - Roads
are completed, because travellers and goods have
-already passed in those directions: as the exchange
is built, not that merchants may assemble, but be-
eanse they have already assembled. The wishes,
and wants of the people, originally suggest their
construction to the government; consequently,
they are strong indieations of national prosperity.
This early construction of reads deserves atten-
tion, because some have imagined, contrary to
reason, and even.the evidence of the commenta-
gies, that the Britons had ne roads before the in-
yasion of Ceesar. Roads are expensive establish-
thents, requiring regular funds for their formation,
and preservation; and are, 'therefore, the works
- of acivilized and improviag country. As roads
axigted before the time of Cesar, for his expres-
alons indicate them as clearly as the most authen-
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tic British map, there is no reasin to deny the
complétion of regular lines of roads, to Dunwallo,
and Belinus. The previous ron-existence of rohds,
inust not be inferred; for as there was a road in

_the same direction before the Appisn way, so Bri-
tain must have been regularly traverséd before
the reign of Belinus. The four highways stated
in the chronicles, and which, like those méntioned
by Ceesar, certainly communicated with many
others; are tlear signs of the most éxtensive com-
inerce; and the most active internal trade. Their
direetion indicates a conistant commtinication with
the north of Europe, lreiahd, Spai'n, and France.
As Cwsar found a high foad in Britain, which
could be 110 other than the Wathng-streét, leading
from the sea-coast to the 'Thaines, we have & l:ey
to his main object, the dccupation of the capital;
and to the precise spot; a little to the west of
Westininster, where he pretended to have passed
the river. A forged chronicle, woiild niot have at-
tributed an operation, apparentl§ so simplé, to two
monarchs. Most probably it would have discarded
the subject entirely; for fiction délights in magti-
ficent, and visionary achieveménts. But the B#i-
tish histories, relate the gradually progressive
developement of resoirées; such 48, from éxtra-
neous evidence, analogy, and theé successful oppo-
sition made o Ceesar, inight havé been expected
to have existed in Britaini. That the capital should
have partaken largely of the general prosperity;

P
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makes the account of the palace, érected by Beli-
nus, an event, extremely probable; and it will be
confirmed by the name, till some advocate for the
foundatlon of London, between the times of Ceesar
and Agrivola, shall have given a more plausible
derivation of it. The prosperity of the kingdom
must have increased materially, as thirteen popu-
lous neighbourhoods, in the time of Belinus, were
¢érected into cities, by the building of temples, with
flaumes attached to them, The kirigdom was then
divided inta three ecclesiastical provinées, Albany,
Loégria, and Cambria; governed respectively by
Arch-flaumes, residing at Ebranke, Troynovant,
"and Cagerleon. In the reign of Gurgwyn his son,
the chronicles affirm, that Denmark was invaded,
on account of the non-payment of tribute. Den-
mark then must havebeen coriquered before this
time. This dry relation of facts, without any
comment, cotfirris the aceount of Ebranke’s navy.
A forged chronicle, would have expatiated on a
topic so. gratifying to the reader, as the early tri-
umphs of a British navy. Fiction, also, would

.....

- have reconciled all differences; as it is known

from truth, by being too probable; its foreign ori-
* ginbeing betrayed by laboured atticisms. Fiction,
if examined accurately, would appear to differ as
much from falsehood, as the living characters of
‘the Homerie poems, from the cold vision which
glides thro’ the Eneid.
In the regency of Mercia, the widow of Gwy-
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telin the son of Gurgwyn, the laws of Britain were
- revised, and an incorporated code formed, which
was long known by the name of the Malmutian
and Mercian laws; and the traditions respecting
them, preserved by Hollinshed, confirm the highly
civilized state of ancient Britain. Laws, which
had so strong a hold on the public mind, as to he
incorporated into the codes of succeeding law-gi-
vers, must have been the productions of judicious,
and enlightened minds. The Britons adhered to
these laws, while independent: and even the Sax-
ons, tho’ they at first attempted to abolish them,
afterwards adopted the British laws, from their
Ppeculiar suitableness ta the nature of the kingdom.
"This is evident, according to Hollinshed, from the
laws of Ethelbert, Inas, and Alfred, kings of the
West Saxons. The princes of that nation, when
new laws were proposed, carefully referred to the
‘code of Malmutius, which Gildas had translated
into Latin; and incorporated into their own sta~
tutes, the British laws most suitable to the emer-
gency. The legislation of Alfred, consisting of
the best laws of Malmutius, and Mercia, shews the
nature of the institutions of that early period; to
_which must be referred, the trial by jury, and the
minute and rigorous system of police, to which
every individual in the kingdom was subjected.
The Normans, like their predecessors the Saxons,
.despised the ancient laws of the kingdom, and
neglected them; till, con¥inced that their native
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institutions were not adapted to Britain, they were
induced to inquire how the nation was formerly
governed. They then incorporated the Malmu-
tian, and Mercian laws, with their own; which
mixture now forms the great quy of the common
. law, far excelling the statute law, both in theore-
tical, and practical wisdom. Thus, there existed
‘among the ancient Britons, the grand line of de-
marcation between civilized, and barbarous life;
fwhich_, by securing praperty, enlarges the bounds
of commerce; and gives that leisure, and tranquil-
lity, so essential to the pursuits of literature, and
philosophy.
The consequences of civilization in the reign
.of Mercia, were, no doubt, most ample; for the
sovereign was devoted to the literature of the
_Greeks, which, of course, became the favorite
pursuit of her subjects, Greek literature neces-
_sarily refines the native language, by the example
of its sweetness, strength, and propriety; and by
-the capious, and varied images, which it introduces.
Arts, and sciences, must have flourished; or the
worship of Minerva, their supposed patroness,
‘would have had no attractions for the Celtic na~
‘tions. The worship of Mercury also, the inventor
" of arts, the god of commerce, and roads, shews the
'cxlstence of foreign and domestic trade. Many
" statues of Mercury were erected in Gaul; and pro-
“bably each of the temples in Gaul, and Britain, had
the statue of its appropriate divinity. Xenophon
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mentions marble as one of the regular exports
of Athens; much more, when rendered infinitely
valuable by the skill of the statuary. The sculp-
ture of the Greeks, perhaps, formed part of the
cargoes of the Pheenician fleets, which traded in
articles of luxurious refinement. The worship of
Apollo, shews the existence of medicine; not
necessarily rude, and defective, but part of the
science of the Greeks, and the wisdom of the
Egyptians. Celsus ranks Gaul with Rome, and
Egypt, in medical knowledge; and as the Celtie
nations derived the science from the East, it was
probably conveyed to Britain, subdivided, accord-
ing to the Egyptian practice, into distinct profes-
sions, It may have flourished in Britain, long
. before it was introduced into Greece, even in its
rudest state, one generation before the Trojan war,
by Esculapius; whese fabled descent from Apollo,
shows him to have been a professor from the East.
Among the succeeding reigns there are many in-
.dications of civilization, and mental refinement.
Gorbonian, grants loans to the landed interest;
and in his reign, is the first intimation of a regu-
lar navy. Elinde, is represented as skilful in
~astronomy; and Bledud Gabred in music. ‘The
music of the ancients, like painting, another fine
art, of which we have no specimen, may yet be
inferred to have been of the highest excellence.
' For all the arts rise to a level; painting, therefore,
and music, must have equalled the kindred arts,
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of statuary, and poetry. But musie, and dancing,
were assiduously cultivated among the barbaric
nations; from Thrace, the native country of Or-
pheus, and Linus; to Parthia, the Troglodytes, and
the nations bordering on the Indian ocean; who
used an instrument exactly resembling the modern
violin. The Pheenicians were musical, and the
[inventors of musical instruments; which, with the
elements of the science, and the compositions-of
the East, they must have .conveyed to all their
.colonies. The barbaric nations had also a thea-
tre, as appears from a passage in Aristoxenus,

eomplaining of its pomp, and show, and its depar- .

ture from the rigid simplicity of the Greek theatre.
These superstructures of civilization, show the
extreme antiquity of their foundation, all the arts,
and sciences of common life. In the barbaric thea~
tre, music, and dancing, which, as it comprehended
the motion of the arms, and the elegance of the
whole deportment, must have far exceeded the

efforts of modern art, were, no doubt, united with

the utmost excess of pomp in dress, and decoration.
In the reign of Elinguellus, mention is again made
-of a regular army, with.an intimation of seperate
funds for its support. -Cavalry, infantry, and.a
-mrost expensive corps of chariots, a complex force,
-which requiréd many generations for its eomple-

tion, existed at the time of Ceesar’s invasion,and.

thus prove the long . centinued prosperity of the
kingdom, and confirm the veraeity of the.chroni-

rawr—. O __.m.
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cles. A great increase of prosperity is observable

- shortly before the Roman invasion, for King Lud

either built a new city, to the west of Troynovant;
or so far improved and enlarged the ancient city,
that it was called after his name, Ludstown, a word
net yet obsolete among the lower orders of the peo-
ple, with whom the vestiges of ancient language,
unaffected by the caprice of fashion, remain long-
est. According to the chronieles, he surrounded
the city with walls, and towers; and built a palace,
and a temple, in which he was buried, in a tomb
richly adorned with sculpture.

Facitus describes London as abounding with
merchants, and shipping; and by expressly stating
that it was not a Roman colony, proves that it
could not have been founded between the times
of €Cmsar, and Agricola; and that, consequently,
it must have been originally a British city. The
tortuous streets of ancient Liondon, bear no resem-
blance to the regular arrangement of the Roman

_ ‘castra. The variation between Casar, and the

chronicles, as to the names of Lud, and his son,
may be solved by the supposition, that the chro-
nicles give the names merely, while Csesar men-
tions their titles. The same elements are in both,
and the words may mean the reigning prince, and
the heir-apparent. Both agree in the usurpation
‘of Cassivelaunus; but Ceesar mentions a report,
perhaps current at the time, that King Lud had
been murdered. The wars-alluded to -by Ceesar,
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the probable consequences of the usurpation of
Cassivelaunus, were prudently terminated by the
Britons, when they heard that the Romans medi«
tated an invasion. At this period, the picture of
Britain, presented by the chronicles, is that of &
rich and pewerful kingdom, with a regular army;
a large navy; extensive commerce; great internal
trade; an effective police; and a system of laws,
whieh were adopted by suceessive governments,
The arts, sciences, and literature, enJoyed advan«
tages now unknown; and manufactures flourished,
aecording to Hollinshed, before the coming of the
Romans; Glass, was made in Britain; cloth; fine
scissars, shears, and; of - eourse, various kinds of
cutlery; collars of gold, and silver; cruses, and
cups of amber; with various ornamental works
in ivory: The common principles of commeree,
would teach the Britons the advantage of export«
ing native and foreign metals, wool, and the ivery
supplied by their eastern trade, in 2 manufactured
- form. It would be easy, but tedious, to enume-
rate the variety of trades, and occupations, result:
ing from the elements afforded; as every intermes
diate. step; between the rude material,- and the
ultimate process, must necessarily be granted
The elements of civilization existed in abundance,
and till the negative be proved, it may fairly be
contended, that their natural fruits were, refine«
ment, riches, and power.

But, it may be said that these supposmons of
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ancient British splendor are annihilated, by the
evidence of Cewesar; proving that the Britons were
undisciplined barbarians, removed but by one step,
the partial cultivation of the soil, from the condi-
tion of savages. A short summary of the events
in Gaul, will entirely discredit the testimony of Cee~
sar, as to Britain. It is evident that the Romans
must have laid the general plan of a campaign; .
comprising the repulse of the €imbri; and the
conquest of Gaul and Britain, with their occupa-
tion as provinces of the Romans. The failure of*
all these objects, excepting the first, tempted a
general, of an ambitious character, to pervert thé
truth, by fictions, favorable to his reputation, and
agreeable to the Roman nation. ‘This principle
pervades the commentaries. “The perpetual as-
sumption of ostensible, for real motives; theinver-
sion of events, making the cause to appear the .
effect; the union of transactions belonging to dif-
ferent periods; the assertion of direct falsehoods;
the concealment, diminution, and exaggeration of"
truth; and prevarication; fully justify the charac-
ter given of the commentaries, by Asinius Pellio;
one of the best judges of military matters; and of
literary composition; that they were written with-
out anyregard to truth; which was perverted,some-
times by design, and sometimes by forgetfulness.
Asinius Pollio, indeed, betrays a guilty knowledge,
as if he himself had been the author; intimating,
that Ciesar intended materially to correct the com~
Q
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mentaries, That various copies, suited perhaps to
the temper of the times, and different from those
now existing, were formerly published; is appa-
rent, from the accounts of the slaughter beyond
the Rhine, stated by Suetonius, and Eutropius; for
these authors must have consulted the commenta~
yies. The victories beyond the Rhine, then, being
graduyally disclaimed, a corrected edition would,
mogt probably, hgve been silent as to the passages
of that viver; to which gmny ob;egsxogs may bg
yoised.
~ Ifthe nmatwe of Gwsar, had neither heen imvola
ed in contradiction, nor virtually refuted by othex
g.uthors, his evidence might well he suspected,
But if - the commentaries, whose first appearance
is so plausible and candid, be minutely examined,
there will be ample reason to disbelieve, even his
wost positive assertions. The truth, on 3 nearex
p,pggaach, gradually discloses itself: and, instead,
of copquest, we behold defeat; for splendid addis
t;gqs tq the empire, a disastrous campaign, tars
pished with cruelty, and gnding with making Rome
tribytavy to the Gauls, We behold Britain elevay
ted, as an object of conquest, and acquisition, tq
the mosg warlike, and powerful nation of Buropey
backed'hy allies, both by sea and land, in every par§
of the known world, 'We behold Ceesar, falsely
boasting of conquests from which he shrinks; and
the passages of rivers which hg never attempted;
and, ultimately, quitting Gaul, after having purs
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chased with money, the safety of the Roman em<
pire. "
The first entrance of Ceesar into Gaul, was less
honorable, and less independent, than his narrative
intimates: for the Romans were ciilled in as allie§
to the Adui, as the Germans were to the Sequani.
The mission of Divitiacus to Rome, is represented
as unsuccessful; tho' the conquest of the Adui,
the acknowlédged friends of the Romans, would
have led to the immediate invasion of Italy. But
the mission was virtually successful; as appeard
by & decree of the senate, in the consulship of
Messala, and Piso; that whoever obtained the pros
vince of Gaul, should defend the Adui, and the
other friends of the Roman people. This decree,
was made at the particular request of the ZAdui;
but generalized by the senate, that it might appear
to be a principle of theif government. In this
magnificent manner, did the Romans assent to a
simple alliance; and, in consequence, their legions
Joined the armies of the Edui. It was thought de-
grading- to the majesty of the Roman people, to
act as allies; they, therefore, always assumed the
character of prmclpa]s. ‘This principle, is d key
to the inversion of mcldents, both in the wars in
Gaul, and in the case of Mandubratius, in Britain.
Contemporary British history, clearly explains
the order of time, as to Mandubratius; and if
the Gallic accounts had remained, they would,
doubtless, have given a widely different statement,
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of the causes whieh brought the Romans into Gaul.
Nothing can be more disingenuous than the Roman
history,as to all transactions With theCeltic empire.
The various alternations, of victory, and defeat;
are passed over in total silence, or only easually
introduced. The calamitous period, between the
consulships of Carbo, and Marius, when the rapidly
successive losses of six consular armies, must have
so often thrown the peninsula into mourning, is
only mentioned episodically, to contrast the events
of those times, with the exploits of some favorite
general. That important interval demanded a re«
gular history; as it occupied a mest conspicuous
place in the Celtic annals; The same ominous:
silence as to the state of Gaul, was preserved for
nearly fifty years; a period, dishonorable to the
Romans; and which kept up a lively dread of the
Celtic nations, from the repulse of the Cimbri; by
Marius, till Julius Ceesar obtained the province
of Gaul. There is reason to believe, that shortly
before the events of the commentaries, the Romans
had come into contact with Ariovistus, in conjunc«
tien with the Adui, in that terrible encounter,
- when they suffered so severely, in their nobility,
senate, and cavalry.. That the Romans suffered -
considerably, in that war, is evident from the ek~
treme consternation ameng the troops of Ceesar, at
the approach of Ariovistus, which is described in
the most strong, and lively colours; and musthave
originated in the recollection of some recent dread-
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ful defeat. The expressions of Appian; are most
remarkable, and indicate a direct tributary pay-
ment, on the part of the Romans; in addition to
the presents of the searlet robe, the embroidered
tunic, and the ivory throne; the eustomary com-
pliment, to those who were styled, the friends of
the Roman people. This conciliation took place in
the consulship of Ceesar, and at his instigation.
But the causes of this treaty had now ceased, and
the Germans were preparing to pass the Rhine,
and invade Italy. All the nations on the banks
of the Rhine, were united in a dangerous confede-
racy; which required the utmost skill, and power,
of the Romans, to dissolve. The policy of Ceesar,
concealed the extent of the danger from his troops, -
. by representing the invasion of the Helvetians,
as completely isolated. But their expedition,
either formed part of the army of Ariovistus, or
was in. striet alliance with him; as appears from
their simultaneous operations. The object was the
invasion of Italy; but the most powerful nations
of Gaul, no longer assisted them. For, even the
Sequani, who had called in the Germans; disap-
pointed. of the sovereignty of Gaul, and subjected
to Ariovistus; joined the Edui, and their allies, the
Romans, in expelling the Germans.. Both nations
eventually found the Romans regardless of the
interest of Gaul, and intent only on aggrandizing
~ themselves. This feeling, after-Caesar had failed
in reducing Armorica, and Britain; the favorite
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objeet of the nations of the interior; produced that
general alliance, whiech drove the Romans fromi
Gaul.

One of the most incredible romances of history,
is the account given by Ceesar of the Helvetians;
for the feeling which binds the inhabitant of the
Alps to his native country, is not of to-day, or yes«
terday, but has lasted; sinice the elouds, and waters,
gave life to their prospeet; and will continue, till
the mountains shall be no mare. The individual
indeed migrates, but he constantly bears with him
the liveliest images of his native valley; and #
foreign life, is only made tolerable by the hope of
return. The inhabitant of the city, finds a home
wherever fortune invites hims latently conseious,
that the hand of time; or caprice; or improvement,

for improvement destroys identity; is daily remo«

ving from him the scenes of his infancy. But the
mountaineer leaves his country, with the certainty
of finding every thing on his return, even after an
absenee of thirty or forty years, exactly as he left
it. The few objects presented to his mind, leave
an indelible impression. The varied outline of the
mountain; the horn, that calls the eattle home
from the distant woods; . the annual melting of the
snow, and the consequent annual floods; can ne-
ver be forgotten. In the dark shop, and narrow
lane, of some far distant city, he sees in his mind,

the falling of the torrent; and the cloud, that mow

diseloses, and now shuts up, the prospect. If man
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has aflsiays been the same, the entire emigration
is impossible: and the relation of if, is one ameng
many instances, in which Casar endeavors te im-
posg on the world; awd, consequently, detraets
from the credibility of his testimony as to Britaia,
If the invgsion of Britain was nag of am gpisedi-
opl, and isolated pature, & thonsand rumours, and
anticipations, whexs 5o sny were ngcessarily pri
vy ta the intention, wust have preceded its actnal
accomplishment, - Not; only the mationitself, must
have had the mest gmple warniog ;s but gp, extreme
. 3larm, rrust have pervaded all the: intcrmediate
countries, - “Aecordingly, the jealpusy of the Belr
g was strongly excited; and by ferming alliances,
they antigipated a. war, whigh a shart time would
baxe. made inevitable. - €wesax, with great art, and
with bis usnal inversion of events, labors very
particularly to shew that the Belgee: commenced
hostilities; and -assigns a varigty off motives fop
their.conduct; speculating agcording to.the nature
of falsebgod, for the truth is gengrally simple, o
all possible. motivgs:for action, But, if the:Belgse,
alarmed-at the depunciation of a design.op Britain,
armed themselves, and formed.defensive alliances;
yet. the first attack, was made by the Zdui, and
their allies, in conjunction: with the Romans, The
movement.of the grand army, in the direction of
Britain;, the expedition against the -Unelli, and
Aquitania, that no hostile movements might be
made on the flpnk of the advancing army; and the

~ N
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attempted reduction of Armorica, which, enriched
by the commerce of Britain, took up arms in her
defence; are ample evidence of the designs of -
Coesar. If the conquest of Gaul had been the sole
object, policy demanded the complete reduction
of Aquitania, from which the Romans might have
proceeded, slowly, but surely, to the conquest of
the whole eountry. But they either overrated their
own resources, or uhdervalued the power of the
. enemy; and, by including Britain in the plan of
the campaign, however their disasters have been
palliated, and concealed, certainly failed in almost
every object. That the Romans acted in the sub-.
ordinate capacity of allies, is evident, from the
very important eircumstance, that the invasion of .
the Belgse commenced, with the advance of an en-
tirely seperate army of the Adui, into the territo-
ries of the Bellovaci. Casar pretends that this
was done at his command; but if so, he gave up
the most important post to the allies. For, as he
himself states, the Bellovaci excelled the other
Belge in valour, influence, and also in the number
of their population, in so great a proportion, that
they demanded the direction of the whole war;
and yielded only to the superior pretensions of
Galba, king of the Suessiones; whose predeeessor,
Divitiacus, had formerly extended his dominion
to the coast, having reigned over Britannia, a
country of Armorica. The army of the Edui, was
epposed to at least 120,000 men; which of eoursc;
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they must have nearly equalled.in number. The
second army, which advanced in co-operation with
the Romans, was opposed to 228,000; the Romans,
.therefore, could only have formed a small part of
ity and their influence on the campaign, must have
Jbeen proportional to their forces. The prodigious
disparity, between the legions of Csesar, and the
.armies of the Adui, notwithstanding the high tone
~assumed in the commentaries, proves that the
Romans eould have acted only as allies, If, there-
fore, the most deliberate falsehood mixes itself
‘with the original plan of the campaign, there is
‘still less reason to give credit to its details. These
‘operations formed part of the design of the Zdui,
to subjugate the other nations of Gaul, and to in-
‘vade Britain. The people of Armorica, enriched
by the eommerce of Britain, were friendly to her;
'but the nations of the interior, were influenced by
jealous, and hostile feelings, which of course ex-
tended to her allies. The reduction of the Belgse,
formed part of the original plan; and it was ar-
-ranged, that both divisions, after penetrating the
country in different directions; should unite before
Bratuspantium, the capital; when Divitiacus would
take the command of the whole army. Cesar, in-
deed pretends that Divitiacus dismissed his troops,
and returned to him; a fiction, intended to aggran-
dize .the Romans as the sole conquerors of the
Belgee. But this measure, in itself unlikely, and
an act of treachery against the Romans, is contra-
R
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dicted by the influence retained by Divitiacus; for
Ceesar ascribes to his intercession, acts done by the
sole authority of Divitiacus, as conmmander in chief.
This deception, is perfectly in accordanee with the
systematic misrepresentations of Cwsar, and ne-
cessarily follows from the original falsehood, that
the Romans acted as prineipals, in the invasion
of the nations of Gauls. In the subsequent expe-
dition against the Nervii, it is evident that the
MBdai had not been dismissed; for, Cesar says,
that he was followed by some of the Belgs, and
the other Gauls. In this slight manner, does he
mention- armies, numerieally at least, far superior
to his own.

* Te this principle, that of the most unqualified
ambition, must be referred, the desire of Cesar
to appear always as a eonqueror. It is exempli-
fied in the whole affair with the Nervii. The Ro-
man army evidently falls into an ambuseade, and
is defeated, in consequence of their careless order
of mareh; each legion being followed by its own
baggage, an arrangement which would preelude
mutual support. All subsequent authorities eon-
firm the ambuscade, and invalidate the testimony
of Geesar. He pretends that the Nervii, knowing
liis order of march, from deserters, had designed
to-attack the first legion, when its baggage eame
in sight; but that, aware of their intention, he
altered the disposition of his army, putting six
legions in front; then, all the haggage, protected -
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by two legions. But the-attack was so unexpect-
~ ed, that the troops had not time to uncover their
shields, or put on their helmets; the most distress-
ing, and burdenseme part of ancient armour, con-
. sisting of several pieees, completely covering the
face and resting on the coat of mail. It was only
put on immediately before aection, and at other
times was deposited among the baggage. The
process of joining the pieces, must have been too
tedious, to have been effected on any sudden emer-
gency. But the alteration in the order of march;
an alteration made in the apprehension of an im-
mediate attack, would have proved the necessity
of the operation, and have given ample time for it.
Without a helmet, the Roman soldier, exposed to
the Gallic broadsword, could hardly think of de-
fenee, much less of victory. As Ceesar, therefore,
made no preparation, but the supposed alteration
in the order of march; it follows, that this too was
omitted, and that he only inferred the design from
its execution. Every word of Ceesar indicates a
total surprise, ineomsistent with the pretended
arrangement. Time was wanting for the usual
‘preliminaries, and the troops were left entirely to
their own discretion; which, from the variance
of opinien, must have produced the utmost confu~
sion. Ceesar gives a very full, and, if his account
be true, an unnecessary description of the country,
covered with underwood, and briars, and admira-
bly adapted for an ambuscade. Ceesar mentions
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that the attack was made at the exact time pre-
concerted, when the first baggage came in sight.
But if six legions had preeeded it, the stratagem
must have entirely failed. The consternation of
the drivers; the dispersion of the light troops; the
legions pressed upon, and nearly surrounded; the
immense slaughter of the centurions; with the
loss of standards; and the formation of the hollow
circle, th€ last and most desperate manceuvre of
defensive warfare; indicate surprise, and defeat.
¥et Ceesar claims the most decisive victory, almost
to the extermination of the Nervian name, and
pation; pretends that thro’ mere pity, he leaves
the Nervii in possession of their territories; .and
commands the neighbouring nations, to abstain
from all injury to them, Far from taking an un:
fair advantage of his success, with a superfluity
of kindness, lest even the sight of a conqueror
might hurt their feelings, this clement warrior,
withdraws his army beyond the Seine, into the
territories of the Carnutes, and Turones..

The most extraordinary assemblage of decep-
tion, and positive falsehood, is exhibited in the
account of the expedition of Galba, to the valley
of the Rhone, and the high Alps. It was a service
of importance, to keep open the communication
between Italy, and Gaul: for the inhabitants plun-
dered merchants; exacted money from regular
troops; and intercepted the supplies. Galba was
ordered to occupy ‘Octodurus, in the valley of the
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Rhbone, ahove the lake of Genevas and if he judged
it necessary, that is, if he had it in his power, to
winter there. Galba, if uniformly victorious, dis-
obeyed orders; by evacuating the country, and
pmitting the fruit of victory, the permanent occus
pation of Octodurus. Yet Galba elaims a complete
vietory; and Cwmsar asserts the conquest of the
Seduni. But Galba, obtained only a precarious
possession, of part of Octodurus; and from defeat,
and the want.of supplies, was eompelled to quit it,
with the loss of the baggage, and probably of the
wounded. The real case is related, as an advice
proposed, but not agreed to; that, when surrounded
by the enemy, they should foree their way to Gauk
Any other suppesition is totally incredible; for,
the garrison was far outnumbered by the assail-
ants, who could always bring fresh men to the
attacks while the Romans could not even with-
draw the woundeds; much less the tired men, from
their posts.. After a contest of six hours, when
the strength, and missile weapons,. of the troops,
failed them; they are represented as sallying. out
from. all the gates;.surrounding the enemy, who
were more than 20,000; putting the third part of
them to the sword; and driving the rest up the
mountains. They then return to the camp, and im~
~ mediately evacuate the country: undoubtedly with
the loss of the baggage, as no mention is made
of its preservation. 'The whole story of the sally,
pnd the victory, is a mere fiction, to support the '
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glory of the Roman arms. The victory, if real,
would have opened the passage of the Alps; or if not
acted upon, would have been followed by the death,
or disgrace, of Galba. But if Galba had been
defeated, as Ceesar must have been privy to the
whole transaction, both are convicted of the most
deliberate falsehood; and the testimony of the
eommentaries, in all other statements, hecomes
fquestionable,

. The war with the Venetl demands partieulu
attention, because the destruction of the maritime
states of Gaul, was the best preparation for the
invasion of Britain; and because the existence
may undoubtedly be inferred, of a British navy.
If the mind can bring itself to eonclude that the
distant nations, of Greece, and Pheenicia, traded
for centuries with Britain, without exciting emu-
lation; surely the existence of. a navy, almost in
sight of Britain, as the requisites for shipping a-
bounded, must have roused the dormant faculties
of the British. The Veneti received aid from Bri-
tain; and from the Morini, and Menapii, and other
states bordering on the sea; but none from the
interior of Gaul: it must, therefore, have been
entirely naval; and the British‘ships, maust have
exactly resembled those of the Veneti, But the
vessels of the Veneti, were of immense size, built
entirely of oaks with the prows, and sterns, raised
high above the spray of the sea, and totally impe-
netrable by the famous rostra of the Roman ships; -
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and were evidently adapted, by their strength, and
¢onstruction, for long voyages, and tempestuous
weather. The singular silence of Ceesar, respect-,
ing the shipping of Britain, tho’ in the civil wars
he imitates the curious construction of a British
vessel, corroborates the evidence of the chronicles;
particularly, as some parts of the commentaries
can only be explained, by the existence of a British
fleet. Theacknowledged immense trade, between
their country, and Britain, which induced the
Veneti to take up arms, was no doubt carried on by
the shipping of both nations, and on equal terms.
But the extreme size of the Celtic ships, as they
were iimpelled entirely by the wind, made them
ineffective in & calm. In still weather, the Roman
ships had the same superiority to the Celtic vessels,
as the steam-boat now has to the sailing vessel.
If the prodigious force of three banks of oars, be
compared with the two paddle wheels of a steam-
boat, the Roman galley must have exceeded it in
veloeity. A particular regard to proper weather,
formed the leading feature in every embarcation.
Thus, by choosing their time, they were enabled
to evade the Celtic fleets, unless when a sudden
breeze exposed them to attack; when, there is
reason to helieve, they were generally captured,
or destroyed. That the British had shipping, but
without banks of odrs, is clear from the expres- .
sion of Ceesar; that the shape of the Roman vessels
of war, was more unusual to the Britons, and that
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the motion of the oars, made a deep impression on
their minds. It may then be inferred, that they
were acquainted with other kinds of shipping.
The wicker vessels of the ancient British weuld
have been entirely useless to the Veneti; for
they would have been instantly sunk by the
beaks of the Roman ships. The British shipping,
then, mnst have been built of oak, and not inferior
in size, to the largest modern ships of the line.
For, as the length, and breadth, of a ship, are in
proportion te the height; the vessels of the Veneti,
could not have been less than the present men of
war. TheRoman ships, at the lowest estimation,
must have been ten feet above the water; and the
towers, as they were above a kind of rampart, on
the deck; could not have been lower than twelve _
feet; and even then, they were overtopped by the
lofty decks of the Celtic ships. The Veneti used
chain cables, and of course, iron anchors, proper-
tionate in size, and weight, to the tonnage of the
ships; and as the same necessity, naturally points
out similar expedients, mest likely, nearly resem-
bling these of modern manufacture: and these
articles point eut the existence of extensive iron-
works, most probably in Britain. As the anchor
and chain cable, could not have weighed less than -
twelve tons; powerful machinery,which was usedby
the ancients even with hempen cordage, must have
been necessary, for the management of them; the
use of which, among a nation intimately connected
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with Britain, completely disproves the absurd idea,
that the ancient-Britons were only acquainted
with the lever. For the lever cannot be used by
individuals, much less by a whole people, without
an immediate sense of its limited operation; and

the obvious remedy, the revolution of the longer
arm; which, as the shorter arm must then be

separated, necessarily generates the wheel and

axis. Rowland, indeed, supposes that the immense

masses at Stonehenge, were raised simply by the

lever, and the inclined plane: but his suppositions,

besides being groundless, actually increase the

difficulty.  Undoubtedly the Britons, as the

"inspection of Stonehenge must prove, to every

mechanician, had their due share, of the very

advanced mechanical knowledge, of the ages in

which they lived. ‘

The immense thickness of the timbers, makes
the size of the vessels, of the Veneti, by no means
incredible; particularly, if reference be made to
the prodigious bulk, of the Alexandrian, and Sy-
racusan ships. Excess of magnitude, would be a
natural error, till corrected by experience. Naval
architecture, is intimately connected with mecha-
nics, in which the ancients were unrivalled; and
a few centuries, would have advanced the art
of ship-building to the greatest perfection. The
ancient mechanician, had the power of arranging
at will, all the materials, of civil, and military
architecture. His resources were superior to

]
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modern art, for, since the application of chemistry
to war; and the removal of civilization, from the
countries abounding in great masses of stone;
mechanics have gradually declined, even for the
purposes of civil life. In all the arts, and sciences,
there is not the smallest reason, to attach ideas
of rude imbecility to the operations, of any of
the nations of the ancient world; or to admit, to
their full extent, the arrogant pretensions, of the
Greeks, and Romans, to exclusive civilization.

As the navy of the Veneti, with their allies,
consisting of two hundred and twenty ships of
the line, indicates an immense commerce; and as
their connexion with Britain, infers the greatest
similarity; undoubtedly the ancient Britons, as
their long line of coast, and excellent harbours,
naturally turned their attention to the sea, must
have carried on an extensive foreign trade, in
their own shipping.

Circumstances throw considerable doubt on any
actual engagement, between the Romans, and the
Veneti; and intimate, that the only object was to
build ships on the Loire, for the invasion of Britain,
It would have required six hundred Roman ships,
to have engaged with the Veneti: and, as Caesar
makes ne mention of their number, it detracts
much from his veracity. The building of a navy
in Gaul shews that the invasion of Britain, was
almost entirely a Gallic gbject: otherwise, the
gi(lmerous fleets, which had been employed under
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Pompey, against the Cilician empire, would have
been ordered round to Britain. If they were
prevented by the superiority of the ‘Celtic fleets,
a fresh argument arises in favor of the civilization-
of the western nations. As to the actual enjrage-
ment, it seems impossible that Ceesar could, in
the course of the year, have built on the Loire,
an extemporaneous fleet, capable of contending,
with the long established navy, of a powerful
kingdom. If the Romans had been capable of
conquering the fleet, of the Veneti, they would
not have remained inactive, when, by impedin‘g
their operations, in passing successively to thq
different towns on the coast, they could have so
effectually aided the Roman army. The superi-'
ority of the navy of the Veneti, is evident, from
their being able to keep the sea, and to manceuvre
during the whole summer: while the Roman fleet
was detained in port, either by the weather, or by
fear. The manceuvres mentioned by Ceesar, are
impracticable; for the extreme height of the ships,
would prevent the Romans from cutting the fast-
enings of the sail-yards. But the.probability of
this stratagem is still further destroyed, by the
remark, that Brutus, and the tribunes, were en-
tirely ignorant how to act: which is inconsistent,
with the previous preparation of the necessary
machinery. As the ships of the Veneti, must
have quitted the port with a favorable breeze, the
swell of the sea, would not have permitted a deli-
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cate, and difficult operation. But, if the calm be
allowed; if, immediately after a breeze, the sea
had assumed the smoothness of a lake; and the
utmost success be granted to the stratagem of
Cwesar; even then, the numerous crews of the
Celtic ships, could, with ease, have overpowered
the very limited number of the assailants; which
attempted, from the towers, to gain their lofty
decks. Ceesar intimates that the battle was car»
ried on, as on dry land; but the superior heighs
of the Celtic ships must have made the combat
so unequal, that a very moderate scepticism,
will prenounce the engagement, and the alleged
victory, absolutely impossible. The cruelty too,
'of Ceesar, to the senate of the Veneti, indicates
the rage of disappointment, Another contradie~
tion oceurs in the sea-fight, The Veneti, after
the sail-yards had been cut down, are represented
as attempting to fly; which, in their situation,
was impossible. They are said to have been pre»
vented by a dead calm, otherwise they might
have escaped: byt if so, the sail-yards must have
been uninjured. In this dead calm, the Romans
_doubtless employed the only advantage they posr
sessed; in the velocity gained by their banks of
oars, whicl) enabled them. to escape, and. join the
fleet, :
. The transactions with the Morini, and Menapii,
pare best explained, by a reference to the invasion
of Britain, In the expedition against them,
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Csesar, the' he claims the victory, was decidedly
foiled, and defeated. Ambuscades, exactly simi.
lar to that in the Nervian war, destroyed his
troops; and the suspension of military operations,
is attributed to a succession of bad weather, which
prevented the legions, tho’ provided with tents,
from keeping the field; and the real issue of the
conflict, is established beyond a douht, by the re.
treat of Cesar beyond the Seine. These nations,
if not superior to Cwsar, were certainly not con-
quered by him; and had little to fear from similar
invasions. If, therefore, these events be compa~
red with their submission to Cgesar, immediately
before his embarcation for Britain; .and their
instant resumption of hostilities, on his return;
we shall discern a deep laid stratagem, for the
promotion of the invasion of Britain, as most
likely ta prove fatal to the Romans, and their
Gallic allies. Before the invasions of Britain, all
the nations of ‘Gaul, which afterwards united in
~the most formidable confederacies against the
" Romans, were at peace.
If, from the. account of the invasion of Britain,

_ the remarks of the interpolator be deducted; and
a proper allowance made for the feelings of a
.ecommander, jealous of reputation, and almost
regardless of truth; whose main object, was to
. shew pesterity, that he had conquered the island,
and found the conquest not worth retaining;
there js little in the commentaries, to impeach
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the veracity of the chronicles. On the contrary,
Ceesar does justice to the general equipment of the
army; regularly composed of infantry, cavalry,
and chariots: and every individual action, affords
the clearest proofs of the skill, and bravery, of
the native forces; and every presumption, that in
arms, and discipline, they were on perfect equa-
lity with the Romans. A regular army, opposed
to the undisciplined troops of barbarians, would,
with ease have conquered, and occupied the coun-
try. But the conquest, if real, was not followed
by the usual fruits of occupation, and permanent
reduction; the only rewards of an acknowledged
hazardous, and difficult enterprise. _ The Romans
adopted the system, of the colonization, of the
Greeks; who, for commercial purposes, surround-
ed foreign nations with a belt of colonies; the
neglect of colonization, therefore, completely
negatives the claim of victory.

The opinion in Italy, as to the invasion of Bri-
tain, shews it to have been a service of danger.
Cicero, in a letter to his brother Quintus, uses
these remarkable ekpressions, «] feared the ocean,
and the shore of the island:” surely not simply as
such; but, because the ocean was covered with
hostile fleets, and the nearest shore fortified.
The preparations in Britain, probably from the
report of Volusenus, were well known in Italys
for Cicero informs Atticus, that the approaches of
the island, were defended by works of an unusual
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~ construction. Nor was the sense of danger, as
it frequently happens, diminished .on a nearer
approach; -for Trebatius, whose ebject it was to
be about the person of Ceesar, contrived to be
excused from the expedition. The forces em-
ployed, two legions, or a consular army, fully
correspond with these apprehensions. - Against
naked, or half-armed barbarians, the attack of the
Romans must have been irresistible; for, as to
arms, the legionary soldier exactly resembled the
knight, or modern man at arms, even to the closed
helmet, and gauntlets. The Roman line, as Ve-
getius well expresses it, presented a wall of brass
to the enemy. By the peculiar mode of using the
sword, the Roman soldier, without exposing his
own person, could inflict the most deadly wounds
on his antagonist. If to these advantages, be
added the unparalleled discipline of the Roman
army, exercised by perpetual reviews; and in
which, each individual, according to his merits,
was gradually promoted thro’ the different cohorts,
and legions; it is impossible, that a barbarous
nation, hewever populous, could have resisted a
consular army. The mere opposition to a single
legion, would remove the Britons very far from
the degraded state, in which they are placed by
some historians. They neither worshipped the
Romans, as beings descended from heaven; struck
with the splendor of their dress, and the glitter
of their arms; nor fled in dismay from the con-
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querors of the world: but contested with them,
even the waters of the sea, and the pebbles of the
beach. They encountered the Rpomans, with the
most perfect knowledge of their mode of fighting,
and the best means of opposing it; and nearly
succeeded in driving them from their coast, with-
out the glory of having effected a landing.

The Celtic nations mingled more freely, than
the Romans are willing to allow, in the battles
of the ancient world. The Gauls served in the
army of Amilcar, in Sicily; and on the principle
of reciprocity, must often have acted as allies, in
Spain. The long, and sanguinary, contest with
the Romans, which nearly gave Spain the empire
of the world, must have been well known among
the western nations. All stratagems, and im-
provements, in the art of war, could speedily be
eonveyed to Britain; if, indeed, her sons, as in
the wars of Gaul, did not share the danger, and
glory, of the combat. That the Celtic nations
understood the use of defensive armour, in the
greatest perfection, is plain, from the erupellariis
men armed at all points, mentioned by Tacitus.
Incapable - of locomotion, and perfectly unassail-
able by offensive weapons, they must have been
conveyed to their posts in chariots; a necessary
fact, which will explain the nature of the British
warfare; the probable use of the chariot; and its
efficiency in battle. There can be no doubt, but
that the British light troops used all the defensive
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armour, compatible with the nature of the service.
Successful opposition can only be accounted for,
by the possession of all requisite defensive, and
effensive arms. The arms, and discipline, of the
Roman army, were effectually counterbalanced,
by the alternate advances, and retreats, of the
Britons; which broke down the legionary soldier;
and in the formidable irruption of war-chariots.
By this process, not only was the Roman line
broken; but the cavalry, and light troops, to
whom alone, offensive operations were assigned,
were liable to be cut off from the main army, and
destroyed in detail. This systéem of attack, and
defence; which plainly requires the most consum-
mate discipline, and long experience, in the field,
was so effective; that the troops of Afranius, in
their contests with Ciwesar, imitated it with the
most complete success. They had learned this
mode of warfare, from the Lusitanians, and pre-
ferred it to their own. The Britons, therefore,
instead of being deficient in military tactics, may
have.improved the ancient system of warfare.
The custom, then, of going to battle comparatively
unarmed, originated at an earlier period than is
generally supposed; and arose, not from mere
gallantry, for the principle of obtaining superi-
arity in attack, and defence, is almost unlimited;
but from the experience, of the disadvantages
of a cumbrous panoply. In the most minute
points, the arts of attack, have always been
T
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superior to mere defemce; and it is clearly im-
possible, that any human being could sustain a
mass of metal, impervious to all missile weapons.
In the wnfortunate campaign of Crassus; an
expedition, which, in many points, resembled the
disastrous invasioms of Britain; the Parthian
axrows penetrated the shields of the Romans;
pierced the arm; and fixed the foet to the ground.
An ipeffectual protection, therefore, may well
kave been sacrificed to a ecelerity of motion}
better calculated, on the whole, both for attack
and defence. The Britons, from being able to
throw weapons from the heights of Dover, and to
attack the invading army in flank, must have pos-
sessed military engines: the existence of which,
among the Gauls, is proved by the testimeony of
Caxsar. The construction of military engines,
is obvious and easy. The problem, of using a
stronger how, than the uaassisted human arme
could manage, must have occurred to every en~
quiring mind; and its early solution, makes the
universality of these engines very probable. In
their simplest. form, they would soon exist in the
utmost perfection; and ingenuity, would exert
itself perpetually, to add to their powers. Fhe
. statement of Caesar, that the Britens were alarmed:
by the unusual form of the Roman engines, proves.
that they had been familiar with engines. of a:
different construction. Without such advantages,
there would have been a prodigious inequality be-.
tween the British troops, and the Roman legions.
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For, in addition to the wall of brass, formed by
the infantry; and twelve hundred and fifty-four
cavalry, the riders, and horses, covered with mail;
a consular army had one hundred and thirty-six
engines, drawn by mules; each of them worked
by eleven men; which threw javelins with such
prodigious foree, that no armour, of horse or
man, could resist them. It was also attended by
twenty engines, for casting masses of stone, of
immense size; to the distance of a furlong; capa-~
ble of dashing in pieces, both men and horsess
of making breaches in the works of the enemy}
and of discharging formidable instruments, whose
.iron was a cubit in length, with a large ball of
lead, to add to their force. Nearly resembling
modern artillery in their effects, they would have
completely terrified an army of savages, or bar-
barians. Like cannon, they could cover their
own troops, and arrest the progress of an attack-
ing army. The Roman carroballista, formed a
moveable battery; and the same effect was pro-
bably produced by the British chariots. Bows
of steel, which are of unknown antiquity, might
easily have been appended to them, and been bent
and discharged by means of levers. The chariots
acted at a distance, as well as in actual contact,
and never seem to have suffered in action. No
great disproportion could have existed between
the British, and Roman, cavalry and infantry:
and if we form an image of the British chariot,
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as of an open car, drawn by unarmed horses, and
driven by naked barbarians; when it was capable
of penetrating the troops of horse; breaking the
Roman line; and spreading dismay thro’ the le~
gions which had conquered the world; we shall
not form an adequate idea of an engine of war,
so formidable in appearance, and so dreadful in
reality. According to Cesar’s statement, they
united the advantages of cavalry, and infantry;
. and, when not actually engaged, were drawn up
as a protection to the British, who retired thro’
the intervals; and a rampart against the enemy,
who, as from towers, might be assailed by all
kinds of missile weapons. It is a proof of the.
manner in which Ceesar was pressed by the Bri-
tons, that he had no opportunity, of executing
measures which had been eminently successful,
against the chariots of Antiochus, and Mithridates.
The circumstance, of the chariots manceuvring
before the Roman line, with tremendous noise, in-~
dicates, that the horses must have been defended
by plate, and scale armour; whose rattling, when
at full speed, would have produced the most
appalling sound. Gongs, too, like those of the
Cimbri, and the Parthians; whose deep and dread-
ful sound, like thunder, dismayed the troops ef:
Crassus; might have been employed, to frighten
the horse, and to spread panic among the legions.
Adapted for defence, as well as offence, they
mingled with the heavy armed cavalry; exposed
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themselves to the archers; and attacked the le-
gionary soldier. Unless perfectly disciplined, they
would have caused the utmost confusion, among
the army that employed them. The contrivance,
and arrangement, of an effective corps of chariots,
would be a difficult problem, for the most expert
mechanicians, and skilful generals, of the present
day. Many mistakes have arisen, from referring
entirely to Phrygian models, which were designed
entirely to carry the leading warriors to the com-.
- bat; and to facilitate their retreat. The British
chariots were, most probably, imitations of the
Canaanitish chariots, and the Harmamaxa of the
East. The description of them, by Tacitus, can
by no means apply to the Phrygian meodel; and
his term covinus, implies an arched covering, and
protection, for the combatants; a form, which
they assumed in Greece, and which they origi-
nally possessed in the East. = A conjecture may
be formed, from a/ description in the prophet
Nahum, of the chariot appearing like a torch;
that the body was plated with burnished brass: it
thus became a striking object in the field; and
possessed the qualities of an impregnable, loco-
motive, fortress. In addition to the formidable
scythes, cutting asunder, and overturning, all ob-
stacles; projecting points, and sharp weapons,
defended the chariot from attack. One material
use of the chariots, as each of them contained
soveral persons, was the speedy conveyance of
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bodies of infantry, to any particular spot; a ma~
neuvre, which has often decided the fate of battles.
The whole of the British chariots, could easily
convey 40,000 men, or a third of the standing
army, to the relief of columns overpowered by the
enemy. - When this object was effected, they were
ranged at a convenient distance for receiving the
troops, when oppressed by the enemy. Their
peculiar construction, and extraordinary disci-
pline, enabled them to act with security, in the
rear of the enemy; exposing the legions, if pre-
vented from forming the hollow eircle, to the
"~ most imminent peril. As may be learned from
the disposition of the chariots, in the armies of
- Cyrus; some preceded the main army, for the
purpose of breaking the line; while others, were
stationed at the extremity of each wing.

The formation of a corps of chariots, if the arts,
necessary for their component parts, be consi-
dered; the horses themselves, and their defensive
armour; the arms, and pay of the men; must
have been a source of immense, and continual,
expenditure, to the nation. But, as the war-
chariats, must have grown out of the use of the
horse, and the carriage, for the convenience, and
pleasure, of private persons; a very long line of
progressive civilization, and wealth, must have
preceded their establishment. The number, how-
ever, may have been exaggerated by Ceesar, as a
palliative for the want of success; the ultimate
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result of his pretended victories. The invading
army of Cyrus, had only three hundred chariots;
and when his dominions embraced, not only Egypt
and Ethiopia, but all the countries, between the
Erythreean, and Euxine seas, he had only two
thousand chariots, in an army of 120,000 cavalry,
_and 600,000 infantry. In the battle of Arbela,
the proportion, for an army of 45,000 horse, and
200,000 foot, was only two hundred; and the
completion, evem of this number, was a matter of
no ordinary difficulty, as appears from the extreme
care, with which their respective eontributiens,
are ascribed to diflerent nations. If the same
system of warfare, subsisted in the East, and in
Britain; the dispreportion of the number, to the
greatest armies, that ceuld pessibly have been
supperted by the Britons, must impeach its truth.
But the aecount given by Ceesar, that they de-
seended in aetual eombat; that the bodies of the
British troops, were divided by long intervals; that
unhurt, and fresh men, were substituted for the
" weunded, and the tired; confirms the supposition,
" that the ehariots were employed in supplying each:
divisien, with fresh treops. These manceuvres,
have a strong resemblance to- the most effective
tactics of Buonaparte; and the short hints of Cae-
sar, give a most favorable idea of the discipline,
and military scienee, of the ancient Britons. The.
cavalry of the British, if it resembled that of the
ancient Germans, was, probably, a most efficient

~
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force. In Germany, an equesi:rian rank existed;
descending, not regularly to the eldest son, but to
the individual best qualified to support it. The
importance of this rank, may be inferred from
the Celtic armies, which invaded Gtreece. Each
knight was attended by two esquires, who collec-
tively formed a body of reserve; supplied their
principals with fresh horses; and took their places

.when they fell. The cavalry of Ceesar, as, the
horse formed generally a third pagt of the Celtic.
armies, must have been considerably outnumbered
in Britain: and, as with the chariots they sur-
rounded three legions; the cavalry of the Britons
must have been very numerous. From the testi-
mony of an eastern writer, that scarlet was the
military dress in that part of the world, there is
no absurdity in supposing, that in consequence
of the known commerce of Britain, with Tyre, her .
soldiers adopted the same colour. This, with the
necessary defensive, and offensive armour; and
ornaments of brass, and ivory, on their dress, and
equipage; would compose an army, magnificent
in appearance; worthy of a great nation; and
more agreeable with the nature of their exploits,
than the common suppositions. . It is suspicious
that Caesar makes no enumeration, of the numbers
of the British cavalry, and infantry; which, if
fairly given, would have demonstrated, that with
his limited number of horse, he could have effected.
nothing.
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The horses us&l in the chariots, and in the
cavalry, amounting at least to 40,000, must have
formed but a small proportion of the number
employed in the whole country. The immense
consequent amount of private carriages, waggons,’
and horses; for pleasure, hushbandry, and trade;
confirm the vast riches, and power, of the country.
A certain proportion only of revenue, can be
devoted to war: for war is a means, not an end;
the sacrifice of a part, for the preservation of the
. whole. The national wealth, therefore, must
always be a considerable multiple of the sum
allowed for its defence; and a numerous and well-
appointed army, is a direct argument, of the
riches, and population, of the country; which are
also proved by foreign testimony. Tacitus says,
that Britain had gold, silver, and other metals; the
price of victory. From the immense contributions
required by -individuals, and by the empire; it
must be concluded that the Britons had open, and
tangible, sources of wealth; such as commerce,
manufactures, and productive landed property;
sufficient ‘to involve every point of civilization.,
No fresh causes were in operation, between the
invasions of Julius Ceesar, and Agricola. If, then,
sufficient gold, and silver, abounded in the island,
to satiate the public, and private rapacity, of the
Romans; the same must have existed before the
time of Julius Ceesar. . '

-A corps of chariots, even if no mention had

L}
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been made of roads, by Ceesar, end the chronicles,
tho’ their existence is distinetly stated by both,
necessafily implies them. Regular roads must
have preceded, -or immediately followed, the
introduction of wheeled carriagess -and their con-
struction would be easy, to a ndtion which could
form the chariot, and build the'ship. War de-
Kghts in ‘pomp, and circuistance: the hotse,
therefore, would not be used in a rough state; nor
would the chariot be left exposed to the injuries
of the weather. Buf horses, and chariots, requite
roorhy buildings; thus a giéat addition is made
to the offices of cities. The housés of the Britons,
must Hiave far excéeded such buildings, in beauty,
anid ‘convénience. Thus, as to the:general state
" of the kiiigdom; the comiventaries, 'by ro means
efféctuelly contradiet the téstimdny of the chro-
nitles.
In the sbébunt of the actial inviision, thie most’
intricate ‘confusion is'ctcasioed by Cwdar's sup-
pressing the mention of a third invasion; and the
prévious ¢o:operation'of native forces; and by the
condensation of the second, arid third ‘invasions,
itito one nittative. THe'suppressivh-of truth, the
inversion of iicidents, previrication, anf direct
falsélivotl, ilite i throwing -dbseurity over the
transdctions of Ceeshy, Wwith ‘the Britoits. The
chronilés idntion three séparate ‘invasibtis of
Britain; the last of which, by the aid 'of ¢ivil
disseinsions, ‘enabled ‘the Romans to impose-‘a‘no-
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minal tribute en the country. The expeditions
recorded by Cwmsar, were not so far successful,
but calamitous in the highest degree; a third
invasion, therefore, is wanting, to explain the
narrative; and thus, the evidence of the chroni-
cles is confirmed. The first landing of Cwsar,
was made with extreme dificulty, after vaxious
repulses; a succession of manceuvres; an ineffec-
tyal appeal to the most desperate resource in
offensive warfare; and only gained by a cruel
stratagem, the constant practice of antiquity,
even from its earliest tactics. It is evident, that
Camsar made an attemp$ to land under the heights
of Dover, where the shore was strongly fortified;
and where the chariots, supplied with Hght mili-
tary engines, were able to annoy his army. - His
profound silence respectirg the report of Voluse-
nus, who had spemnt five days in surveying the
coast; and who, doubtless, pointed out, the beach
at Dover, as the best place for landing; in a
document, sufficiently important to be communi-
cated to a council of war; is extremely suspicious;
'This report, probably gave more favorable indi-
cations of the wealth, and power, of the Britons;
the state of their navy; and the preparations on
the coast; than Cgesar, after his repeated failures,
thought fit te publish. 'The mission of Volusenus,
was apparently of a peaceful nature; as the Bri-
tons seem to have had some communication with
him, and to have invited him to land. The space
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of his voyage was sufficient, for reconnoitring the
coast of Kent, and for a short progress up the
Thames. It is singular, that Ceesar should have
delayed to communicate the report of Volusenus,
till after an attempt on the nearest coast; which
attempt, is evident, from his remaining, from ten
o'clock in the morning, till three in the afternoon;
from his perfect conviction, that weapons could
be cast from the heights to the shore; and from
the council of war, which he assembled in that
interval. A very short time, would have enabled
him to judge from mere appearance, that the
place was unfit for landing. But in the language
of Ceesar, unfitness, is often substituted, for want
of power. ‘After a repulse in this quarter,
which, however true, would certainly not have
been confessed in the commentaries; Ceesar suc-
ceeds in landing at another place, after a long,
sanguinary engagement. It is commonly, but
erroneously supposed, that the Romans hesitated
to leap into the water, till encouraged by the
individual gallantry of the standard bearer. But
the troops, before this event, had actually left
the vessels; when, embarrassed by the weight
of their armour; and the difficulty of keeping
their ranks in the water; and repeatedly charged
by the British cavalry; they were driven back to
their ships. The whole conduct of the British
army, shews the utmost self-possession; and the
most intimate familiarity with the Roman mode
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of fighting. This repulse is evident, from the
blame thrown by Ceesar on the want of alacrity,
' in the Roman troops; and much more, from the
next manceuvre, that of flanking the enemy, with
the ships of war, and the military engines. -This
measure covered the retreat of his troops, and
arrested the pursuit of the enemy; while the
Romans, completely broken, and intimidated,
regained their ships. They then, with reason,
hesitated to renew the attack; till Ceesar gave the
usual order in desperate cases, that the standard
of the tenth, a legion, which probably bore the
same analagy to the other legions, that the tenth
cohort did to the other cohorts; and was rewarded
for extraordinary, and dangerous services, by
additional pay, and privileges; should be advan-
ced, and exposed to the power of the enemy.
The standard bearer, as may be learned from
various similar instances, had only the option,
between the danger of the enemy, and certain
death, by the orders of the commanding officer.
It is therefore natural, that he should have pre-
ferred an advance, which at least gave him a
chance of escape. It is singular, that the name
even, of this officer, who rendered so distinguished
a service to the army, should be omitted; and no
mention made, whether he fell, or survived the
battle. Similar motives influenced the troops, for,
not to follow the standard, was an act of deser-
tion punishable with death. To suppose, that the



160 CARSAR AND

standard bearer, on his own responsibility, ven-
tured on a step of such importance; is to have 3
very imperfect idea of ancient discipline; by
which, an advanee without orders, and flight,
were esually punishable with death, Failure,
therefore, or success, would have been fatal te
the individyal. Besides, the advance would have
heen useless, if the army, thro’ fear of decimation,
had net been prepared to folow him. * The whole
army, therefore, moved forward on compulsion,
and in comsequence of gemeral ordexs. 'The
standard was sacred, and the movemens, was
preceded by inveeations to. the Gods, in the set
form used en great emergencies, praying thas
the event might prove favorable to the individual,
and to the Roman people. A similar ceremony,
no doubt, took place in the seventh legion; for,
without the eo-operdtion of the whole army,
the projected advapce, would have been useless.
But even this measure, as far as regards, attack,
of the utmost desperation, the’ it caused a renewal
of the battle, was not attended with success,
The trogps, neither able to keep their ranks, nor
to follow their proper standards; repeatedly, and
successfully charged by the British cavalry; and
flanked by a discharge of missile weapons; were
thrown into the utmest confusion. At this con-
juncture, Casar had recourse to a mest ancient,
and . cruel stratagem; first recorded of Nesteor,
and afterwards practised in the armies of the
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great Cyrus, who stationed chosen troops in the
rear, for the purpose of killing those who fled,
with the express, and emphatic charge, to make’
themselves more terrible than even the enemy,
tothe coward. Scipio acted in precisely the same
manner, at Numantia; and the consul, Atilius,
opposed the third line, to those who fled from the’
battle; with the intimation, that if they avoided
the enemy, they should fight with him. The
Triarfi then had a secondary, and less popular
use; not only being a reserve against the enemy,’
but also intimidating the fresh levies, which were
always stationed in front. These éxamples make
it Hikely, as Cassar, after'a succession of desperate,
and atmost hopeless battles, ‘could not have re-
. tained fresh treops about his person; that the
men sent round ‘in boats, were, either Hetors, or
the Prcetorian coliort; whose double pay, and’
peculiat privileges, wete probably purchased by
setvices of ‘this unpopular ‘ndture; ‘who Wwere
ordered to kill every soldier, who might again
attempt to fly to the ships. A body of e, too
sriall foi a reinforcement, would be sufficient, to
restrain individual attempts dt flight; while the
maiii ‘body, miglit be compelled to advance, by
threats of decimition; which, the cruél discipline
of tThe Romidns, often inflicted on a conquered
ariny. Even Augustus, frequently punished with
death, the centurions, and ¢ommon soldiers, who
fled in battle. ‘ '
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Tho’ Ceesar at length effected a landing, which
must have been at a late hour in the evening; a
complete victory; with the immediate subjection
of the Britons; is evidently impossible. It is
more probable, that Comius, and the Morini, were
sent to demand the surrender of Ceesar, and his
army. As Cesar had no cavalry, and conse-
quently could take but small advantage, even of
real conquests; the obvious policy of the natives,
unless they had much valuable property te lose
in Kent, which would establish the fact of civili-
zation; must have been, to harrass the Romans,
by successive advances, and retreats; to cut off
their supplies; to prolong the war till winter;
during which, they might conquer them in detail,
and prevent their return. That this was their
mode of acting, is evident, from the words of Cze-
sar himself; the immense consternation of the
army, on the nearly total destruction of the fleet;
and the basty return of the Romans to the Conti-
nent. There is some mystery, respecting the late
arrival of the cavalry ships, and the alleged
tempest in sight of the British coast; which, ac-
cording to Casar, drove them back to Gaul.
But there is more reason to conclude, that they
foundered at sea, if the storm was ‘real; or were
intercepted by the British fleet. The simultane-
ous destruction of the other shipping, strengthens
the latter supposition. Tho the supposed storm
had been raging all day, the usual precautions,
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of drawing the ships on shore, were omitted; and
they were left exposed to its violence at mght.
They were, most probably, partly destroyed by
the navy, which, on the preceding day, had cap-
tured the transports. But if the conquest had’
been complete, this loss might have been easily:
supplied; the new subjects of the empire must:
have brought prowsnons, and Gaul, having been:
left at peace, after a' succession of complete
victories, an obvious pohcy, would have led the.
Romans to winter in the island. The provisions:
of the army, nearly perished with the navy; and
in the greatest distress, they were shut up in the
camp; whose limited size, betrayed the smallness
of their numbers. ' The necessity of procuring
corn, obliged the Romans to forage with a whole
legion, the seventh; ‘whose ‘total destruction was -
rumoured in Italy, and is strongly confirmed by
the commentaries. Nor let it startle the reader,
that a seventh legion, subsequently makes its
appearance; as it must have been composed en-
tirely of new levies. Ceesar found this legion,
which had been compelled to form aliollow circle,
with the line broken; and totally surrounded by
the cavalry, and chariots of the enemy. ~ From
this situation, nothing but thé most complete
victory, could rescue it. The account of Ceesar
is most improbablé; that, without a battle, the
enémy desisted from the attack; the seventh,
recovered from the alarm; and both legions
X :

.
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returned in safety to the camp. The real trath
appears to be, that Ceesar, so far from rescu-
ing the seventh legion, was himself routed with
immense slaughter, and pursued to his eamp,
by the whole British army. In these circum-
stances, the Britons, are again represented,
as supplicating for peace; tho' they must have
again demanded the surrender of the Romans;
who, probably deferring their answer till the next
day, slipped away in the night, with a reduced
army, and a few remaining troops. Ceesar dwells
in a most suspicious manner, on the safe return
of the legions to the continent; and unnecessarily
mentions, that these very troops, who, from their
late severe service, had a claim to be put in gar-
rison; were immediately sent against the Morini:
Ceesar thus parting with the immediate command
of the favorite tenth legion, which he transferred
to Labienus. The minute attention too, by which
he follows the fate of the 300 men, who embarked
in the two ships of burden; excites a suspiciony
that these were the only remains, of the first
army which invaded Britain. ' ’
If entire credit be given to the account of Cee-~
sar’s first invasion, undertaken with a consular
army, esteemed by military writers, as sufficient
to engage with immense masses of the enemy; yet
the vastly increased scale of the second expedi--
tion, comprising more than two consulai armies;
a force, thought sufficient, for the greatest emer-

-
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gencies, in the face of the most numerous, and
ferocious assailants; shews that the conquest was
incomplete. By more than doubling the army in
-the second expedition, Ceesar plainly declares,
that two legions were not sufficient for the con-
_-quest of the island; and that his boasts of previ-
ous victories, were false; a circumstance, which
-would diminish the credit of his second narrative.
Every thing which lmpeaches its truth, w1Il thus
be doubly aggravated.
" 'The expected advantages from the subjugatxon
+of Britain, must have been esteemed a compensa-
 tion, for the expense of building nearly a thousand
-ships; and for the risk of leaving Gaul in an
-unsettled state. Nor could this war have been
_ considered, as a subject of subordinate interest:
* 120,000 men, on the shores of the channel; pre-
- paring, with a thousand ships, to invade Britain:
-must have agitated the whole of Europe. The
winter's preparation in Spain, and Italy, must
have made this armament the subject of general
conversation, and the most anxious speculation.
- 8o far from originating from individual desire
- of glory, these expeditlons, must have received
the decided sanctlon of the senate, and peuple
~ of Rome,

If Britain had been conqnered, and the con-
quest worthless; both of which positions were
- subsequently maintained; there existed no ne-
cessity for a renewed attack: but, the loss of the
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first army; shame; the desire of revenge; and
cupidity; would naturally urge Ceesar to a second
attempt. On every supposition, the country was

.too powerful, to submit o a small army; and
-rich enough, to reward an armament, equal in
-numbers, to the forces which formerly conquered

Asia. The natural inference is, that the resources

.of Britain, must have equalled those of Phrygia,
. and her allies. '

The whole efforts of the Roman people,  in

. conjunction with their Celtic allies, if the latter
- were not prineipals in the war against Britain, had

been employed for a whole year, in the comple-
tion of a navy, for the final conquest of the island.

- Ceesar, from the experience of the former year,
. expressly directed the ships to be made low, and
- bread, to be more easily drawn on shore; a mode

of construction, which, while it obviated the

. danger of tempests, might still leave the ships

exposed to the attack of the enemy’s fleet. Any
damage, therefore, to the vessels, after the landing

. in Britain, when of course they would have been

drawn up on the shore, must be falsely attributed
to a storm; and as, from the position of the Ro-

. man encampment, they were only accessible by

sea, their destruction could only be effected by.a

. British fleet.

It is remarkable,}that the Gauls, in the eourse
of this winter, and in the following spring, and

. summer, offered no ohstacle to the Romans; nei-
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ther attacked the winter quarters; nor attempted
to obstruet the building of ships; or to destroy
_them when finished. If this deceitful calm, be
compared ‘with the simultaneous attack of the
winter quarters, after the second return of Ceesar
from Britain; the supposition, true as to: the
Morini, will be confirmed as to all the Gauls, that
they connived at the invasion of Britain, from the
. confident- expectation, that it would be fatal, or
_highly disastrous to the Roman arms,
-Immediately before the embarcation, forty shipq,
_on their way to join the fleet, were probably
intercepted by the British navy; for a tempest,
to which the calamity is attributed, would only
have detained them, like the whole armament, in
port, till more fayorable weather.- -If-they after-
wards joined the fleet, the circumstance would
_not have been worth recording; but if, as may be
presumed, from the total silence of Cewsar, they
* mever, joined the fleet, it may be inferred, that
. they fell into the power of the enemy. .

In confirmation of the existence of aBrmsh ﬂeet,
it may be observed, that Cesar, besides ehoosing
a perfect calm; always embarked during the na-
tural night; when the hostile fleet was not likely
to keep the sea. It is also confirmatory of the
_ supposition, that strict orders were issued, to urge
. the ships of burden to their utmost speed; for it
. is gbsurd, to syppose that the soldiers, of their
" own ‘accord, and with one consent, should have

[

-

23
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submitted to this additional labour, unless the

existence of a British fleet be granted; in which
case, every individual would use his utmost
exertions to elude it, If it be considered, that
the time was given to the rowers, by an officer,
stationed at the stern; it will be evident, that a
regular command, would be the only explanation
of an increase of speed. There must have been a
most perfect agreement, between all the indivi-
duals in the fleet, to make this measure effectual;
and this could only have been accomplished by a
concerted signal. The whole conduet of Cewesar,
in this expedition, respecting the navy, amply
confirms the existence of a British fleet. The
ships were built expressly for speed; for the pur-
pose, no douht, of evading the sailing vessels; a
clear indication, that the ships of burden, in the
first expedition, had, from their slowness, fallen
into the power of the enemy. They were also
made lower, and broader, than usual; and, of
course, with flat bottoms; that they might be
easily drawn on shore, Yet Cgesar wishes it to
be believed, that he left them, in full confidence
of their safety, at anchor in the open road, The
reason for this statement is plain, The ships, by
his own confession, were destroyed; which destrue-
tion, could not have been effected by a tempests
if, as the care used in their construction intimated,

" they had been regularly drawn on shore, as the

ships had been on the first expedition. As the
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enemy gave no obstruction to this obvious, and
usual method; the ships must have been drawn
on shore; and in this position, attacked, and
partly destroyed by the British fleet. The minute
description of their construction, is one of the
oversights to which falsehood is perpetually liable;
and is totally inconsistent with Ceesar's statement,
that he left the ships at anchor, while he marched
into the interior. - The remedy applied by Ceesar;
the most appropriate against a naval attack; and
often resorted to on similar occasions; would have
been a superfluous precaution, against a tempest.
* By the most unremitting labour, of ten days and
nights, the remaining shipping was drawn within
the fortifications of the camp. Unless it be sup-
pesed, that the land forces were strong enough to
turn the camp, that is, completely to overpower
the Romans; and from this supposition, the most
important deductions may be made; the danger of
a renewed attack from the sea, is unquestionable.
If these instances, be joined to the total silence
of Ceesar, in his account of the invasions of Bri-
tain, as to the British shipping; contrasted with
his casual mention of it on another occasion; the
aid, entirely naval, given to the Veneti, and e-
qually effective with their ships of war; and the
casualties of the second return from Britain; it
will be difficult to disbelieve the testimony of
Ponticus Verunnius, that the seas were covered
with the fleets of Cassivellaunus, in pursuit of the
Romans,



2

160. CESAR AND

The united army, of Ceesar, and the Edni,
which landed in Britain, on the second invasion,
could not have been less, on the lowest éomputed~ -
tion, than 120,000 men. Athentseus says that
Cmsar sailed with a thousand ships; and the
commentaries allow more than eight hundred;

‘each of which, containéd one hundred and fifty

fien. The number of cavalry, which was proba-

" bly underrated, as being half of the contribution’

of the united nations of Gaul, was 2000; entirely
Gallic;- a small foree, to be oppesed to the British
cavalry, and 4000 chiariots. ' The: progress of .the
campaign, shews that it was nearly ineffective.
At the liighest computation of the troops of Cssar,
the allies exceeded - them, by 20,000 men; inclu-
ding the cavalry, a mest important arm in Celtie
warfare. - Cmsar, therefore, tho' he constantly
arrogates the chief command, probably acted,
only as an ally to the Zdui.

- The grand object of the campaign, was the
occupation of London; in which direction, the
army advanced thro’ the Watling-street; the great
British road from the sea ecoast. Ceesar describes’
this road, as a highway, with other hlghways,
and roads, branching from it. His words are so
plain, and unequivocal, that it is wonderful, how

- ‘any person could have imagined the non-existence

of ‘fegular roads, in Britain, before the time of
Ceesar.” At the distance of -about twelve miles
from the coast, the army met with a regularly
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fortified place, undoubtedly the city of Caer-kent}
so0 strong, that the walls could only be approached,
in the usual manner of investing towns, by the
mound, and the testudo. But; as Ceesar, when heé
wrote the commentaries, had relinquished the
occupation of Britain, it was not his policy, to
inform the Roman people, that the island abounded
with large, and opulent cities. After two severe
battles, in which, as it appears from the complaints
of the Celtic warfare in general; and particularly
of the chariots; which, by Ceesar’s account, were
alone equivalent to the whole invading army, the
Romans suffered very much; Ceesar arrived at the
Thames. He pretends that he passed the river,
in the face of the army of Cassivellaunus; tho’ the
opposite bank was strongly fortified with pali-
sades, some of which were driven under the water.
But the horse, could not have effected a passage
thro’ these impediments; nor could the legionary .
soldier have crossed the river up to the neck in
water. But this account, rendered dubious, by
the statement of Orosius, who merely says that
the danger was avoided by the Romans, is directly
contradicted by the Saxon chronicle; a dry abridg-
ment of some lost British history. The hostility
manifested by the Saxons, against every record
of British greatness, makes it impossible, that a
forgery should have been committed by a Saxon
writer; the statement must have existed in a pre-
vious mative history. An express contradiction
Y
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of -the passage; if real; could never have-been
believed in Britain. The Saxon chronicle had no
motive to pervert the truth; but Cesar had a
double inducement, in his‘evident wish to aggran-
dize his own exploits,-and in the extreme easiness,
with which any statement flattering to the Roman
arms, would be received in Italy. The passage
of the Thames, like those of the Rhine, is fabulous
and visionary. The total silence of Ceesar as to
the repassage of the Thames, and the return of
the army to the coast; and the necessity that the
grand army of the Britons, encumbered with
chariots, must also have twice passed the Thames,
shew that the subsequent events happened entirely
in Kent. Cassivellaunus having dispatched his
cavalry, and infantry, to attack the Roman camp'
on the coast; harrassed the retreating army, with a
corps of chariots; which, issuing from the smaller
highways, and roads, into the Watling-street,
perpetually broke, and routed, detached portions
of the Roman army. The attack was so effective,
that the cavalry, unequal to the conflict, were
unable to leave the legions. It is clear, that an-
army, so situated, and decidedly inferior to the
enemy, must have suffered immense losses in the
retreat. The British army, for the purpose of
further obstructing the Romans, re-occupied Caer-
kent; and, after a short resistance, evacuated’thé
place, by the opposite. gate, without having sus-
tained the least injury. Caesar having completely
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failed in his design on London, dignifies Caerkent,
by the name of the city of Cassivellaunus; that,
by being supposed to have taken the metropolis,
every object 6f the expedition, might appear to
have been accomplished. The whole British army,
riot merely'the forees of Kent, must have besieged
the Roman camp: and Ceesar must have been
placed, to his great peril, between the corps-
~of chariots, and the main British army. By a
despverate effort, he fought his way, doubtless with
prodigious slaughter, thro’ the opposing army;
and regained the camp, with a few followers.
For the main army, must have been completely
broken up, and destroyed, in the retreat; the
British cavalry, and infantry, having completed
the work of destruction, begun by the war cha-
riots. The immediate departure of Casar, by
night, is far from confirming the alleged surrender
of Cassivellaunus; tho’ it agrees admirably with
his own fears, of capture, and destruetion; and
plainly shews, that Ceesar himself had been again
summoned to surrender. Ciesar’s account of his
embarcation, declares the immense losses, which
he had sustained in the second invasion. Of a

thousand ships, he had lost by far the greater
A number; for the remaining vessels, were only able
to convey half of an army, reduced by a succes-
sion of severe engagements, in advancing, and
retreating, thro’ eighty miles of an enemy’s
eountry; and in the capture, and recapture,.of a
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strongly fortified eity; if we surmise no gyeater
calamities, than are actually expressed in the
narrative of Cmsar. The plea, of an excessive
number of captives, is nugatory; as the cavalry,
rendered ineffective by the British chariots, and
forced to remain under the protection of the
legionary soldiers, could not possibly have made
many prisoners. Ceesar, hy his own agcount, is
convicted of falsity, in asserting that only forty
ships perished in the supposed tempest. The
extreme care with which he relates, that neither
on this, nor any former accasion, any ship, cen-
taining soldiers, was missing; but only those that
retyrned empty from the continent; shews the
prevalence of unfavorahle reports; and the pro~
hability, that a great part of his navy, with troops
on board, was captured by the enemy, But, if it
be granted, that a moiety of the troops returned
to the continent in safety, as very few of the
empty ships, and of those built by Labienus,
reached Britain; it is evident, that very few,
of the remaining half of the army, could have.
escaped. It is singulav, that the ships built by
Labienus, could only have conveyed the ten co-
horts, and ‘three hundred - horse, which were left
to guard the coast; it is probable, therefore, that
these were the only troops expected to return;
that the rest of theé army had perished; and the
former navy, either destroyed, or prevented from
heing drawn to the sea; as it will be recollected,
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that the operation of enclosipg it within the camp,
was diffioult, and tedious; and thaf, of conrse,
it conld not be relaunched, in less time, apd with
less difficulty, But if the first moiety, as there
is reason to believe, was captured by the fleets
of Cassivellaunus; as confessedly very few empty
ships returned to Britain; very few individuals,
of an army of 120,000 men, could have escaped to
Gaul. Some most extraordinary calamity, such as
the loss of whole armies; for reinforcements musf;
have heen otherwise provided for; must have
occasioned the unuswal, and pressing request, ta
Pompey, for fresh armies, The immense Josses in
Britain, are a hetter explanation of this demand,
than the destryction of the army of Sabinus, and
Cotta; especially, if it be recollected, that their
troops comsisted entirely of fresh levies, Besides
‘this, Labienus, in the civil wars, addressing Pon-
pey, in ohservations, uncontradicted by Cesar,
and cansequently frue, says; “Think not, that
these are the legions, which conguered Gaul, and
Germany, I was present in all those battles, and
ean, of my own knowledge, affirm that but a very
small part of that army now remains,” The
omission of Britain, in this passage, is deserving
of notice; perhaps, in the original report, it wag
gegompanied with cireumstances, which Cmsar
was yawilling to publish, Sfrabo mentions, sedi-
tions among the troops; -and commotions among
the enemy; as the reasons for the retura of Ceesaps
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but these events are inverted; they were the
consequences of disasters in Britain: for, if the
army in Britain had perished, the new levies
would have been discontented, and the enemy
encouraged. The young soldier, encamped on the
shore of a distant sea; with numerous, and hostile
hations, between hiin and his native fields; almost
in view of the destruction of large, and well-ap-
pointed armies; defective in discipline, the fruit
of long experience, and anxious practice; might
well view with dismay, the dangers that were
thickening round him. In the same proportion,
the confidence df the enemy would increase; and,
full of the valour, and native alacrity, which have
always distinguished that country, they would
\
naturally use every effort, to expel the invader.
Both these suppositions, are amply confirmed, by
the subsequent events of the war. The Roman
troops were separated, not on account of a bad
harvest, a very inadequate cause for such a mea-
sure, but to prevent their combination. Ponticus
Verunnius, apparently with great truth, attributes
. the rebellion in Gaul, to the losses in Britain; and
certainly, Caesar shows every sign of weakness;
and the character of the war, becomes entirely
different. Every conquest, and every position,
was gradually, and silently relinquished. From
the pompous statements of conquests, enumerated
by Suetonius, over the whole country; from the
Pyrenean forests, the Alps, and the Cevennes,
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whatever was bounded by the Rhine, and -the
Rhone; must be deducted, not particular nations;
but the whole of the countries invaded. The
bloody stream of battle, which had flowed, thro’
so many impediments, over Gaul, and part of
Britain, was now retiring to its original source.
The tide of war, was now turned to the south,
and threatened to pass the Alps, and deluge Italy.
The sanguinary contests, which preceded the
invasions of Britain, were ‘a civil game,” eompa-
 red-with the scenes of desperation, which followed
them. The war, which, till this time, had always -
ended with the summer, now begins at -the com--
" mencement of winter; a season, usually devoted,
by the most hostile nations of antiquity, to mutual
repose. A plan, regularly concerted, separates
the legions; entirely prevents their co-operation;
and even drives them, by thousands, to suicide:
an example, almost unparalleled, of extreme des-
peration. Caesar affects to cover his real fear,
by the pretence of a stratagem; allowing the
enemy to surround his rampart; cast weapons
into his camp; and even send heralds, to demand
his instant surrender. If it be recollected, that
these strange proceedings happened at the end
of the fifth year, the nature of previous conquests
may be doubted. The complete victory, claimed
by him, must have been, either an evasion of the
enemy, or a successful escape, by breaking thro’
the line in one point. Ceesar was unwilling, or
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perhaps unable, to leave the army as usial, and
visit Italy. Messengers, and embassies, traversed
the counttry in every direction; and nightly cour-
élls were¢ assembled in desert places; with such
gticcess, that the most ancient allies of the Romans
deserted their standard; and the living material
of war, was again demanded, and supplied.
Thirty thousand men left Italy, not for eonquest,
but for the protraction of a miserable state of
defensive warfave.

In the description of the campaign, inversions
of incidents, are accompanied by the most sttiking
suppression of truth. The wars of the Sequani,
immediately before the arrival of Cesar, and
" which ought to have preceded it in the narration,
are again alluded to; and the alleged unsuccessful
embassy of Divitiacus; to Rome, again asserted.
Instead of any reasons for the invasion of Gaul;
the geographical, and peculiarly unpleasing in-
troduction, to the corhmentaries, is substituted,
with the intention of misleading the reader.

As calamity thickens, round thé unfortunaté
legions; and the chances of success diminish; the
despair of the commander, leads him to add crimé
to misfortune; by the murder, of Acco, leader of
the Senones; and of Guturvatus; the atrocious
punishment of the garrison of Uxellodunum; and
the persecution of many brave defenders of their
tountry, who only avoided a similar death by
flight. The horrors of these military executions,
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~ is ‘heightened, by the disgusting affectation of
clemency The remaining events of the Gallic
war, assume a character -of defensive warfare,
Narbo is threatened, and - the Province actually

" entered. If every other memorial were lost, the
" ‘removal of the seat of war, from the banks of the
" Rhine, and the borders of the British channel, to

the shores of the medlterr&nean, and, virtually,
into Italy; shew that Ceesar was no longer con-
queror. Famine, the last and greatest plague,

~of an mvadmg army, ‘and the surest indication
~of mferlonty, assalls the army; not in remote,
g ‘and savage reglons, but on the very borders of
~theu' resources. To the slow operatlons of fa-
. mme, ‘was added, the dreadful, and wellknown
- defeat, at Gergovia' where, a.sforty-snx eenturions
. penshed .the army must have suffered the most
dreadful slaughter. At this crisis, Caesar, like
"Buonaparte, would have left Lablenus, and the
‘ a.rmy, to their fate; but the roads, as he himself
~ ‘incautiously confesses, were completely inter-
‘cepted. The reports spread by the Gauls, that
‘Ceésar was retreating, and flying into the Province;
" confirm the probablhty, that this, if possible, was
: his real intention. It is an extraordmary admis-
‘sion of weakness, to record the assertion of the
‘ enemy, that none of their cavalry ought to be
received in any house; or have access to his home;
‘who.had not twice charged thro’ the Roman fine.
This must have been the ordinary practice of the

Z
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Gallic cavalry; otherwise the most distant suppe-
.sitions of this kind, would never have vecurred to
a really vietorious army. In fact, the Romans,
harrassed in every quarter; and deprived of sup-
plies, and reinforcements; must have ended the
.war, by a disgruceful treaty; the evacuation of the
country; and contributions, differing in nothing,
‘but the.name, from a tribute. We view these
.events, by a light shed on them from the imperial
dignity: but if Ceesar, as he intended, had com-
mitted suieidey in the civil wars; if, consequently,
Pompey had been the founder of a new dynasty;
Caesar would. have ranked, with Cataline, and
.Clodius; and would not have been eonsidered, at
this period, as the undoubted conqueror of Gaul,
.and Britain. In his own times, before he attained
the supreme power; an event, which, for ages,
turned the calm historian into a flatterer; he was
~ not regarded as a conqueror, whe was carrying
the fame of the Roman arms into savage nations;
.but. as one, abusing a powerful, and lucrative
command, in a way likely to be dangerous to the
:republic. There is probably some truth in the
statement of Ariovistus, that the government- at
.Rome, desired the death of Cesesar. His mal-ad-
.mjnistration, excited the indigngtion of the senate;
and the consul, Marcellus, moved his reenll, before
the expiration of his time; and .Cato publicly
declared, that when he dismissed: the army, he
would bring him te trial. - These preceedings, are
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amply justified, by a minute examination of the
events of the war. It is plain, -that the senate
doubted much how to act; whether, at -the insti-
gation of Cato, to send commissioners into Gaul,
‘and to deliver him, if guilty of breaking treaties,
into the hands of his enemies; or to grant him a
triumph, Policy, seconded by the power of Ceesar,
dietated a triumph. Ceesar was extremely anxious
to prevent accusation; and fearful of the intentions

- 6f Domitius, in the fourth year of his government,

procured, by his interest, the election of Pompey,
and Crassus.

- It was not without design, that Ceesar left the
commentaries incomplete. The account of the
eampaign, ends with the capture of Alesia, where

.theRomans again suffered the extremity of famine;

and the surrender of Vercingetorix, the former
friend of Ceesar, in the hope of reconciliation; but
who-was led in triumph, and then killed, according

_ to the cruel, and atrocious custom of the Romans.

¥et the general state of the: Roman aﬁ'mrs in -
Ganl, was by no means improved.

‘With this partial success, so strangely rewarded
by the senate, with twenty days of minor triumph,
Ceesar evidently wishes to conclude his commen-
taries; for, tho’ he had time to record the events
of the civil war, he makes no further mention
of Gaul. This silence is emphatic: Casar had
nothing favorable to record, and he despaired"
of palliating the melancholy, and disgraceful,
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termination of the war. It remained for Hirtius
Pansa.to inform the world, that actual invasions
of the.Province, and even of: Italy, being on the,
point-of execution, Cssar virtually made Rome.
tributary to the Gauls;- by the remission of the -
contributions; the erection of public wor_ks in
their cities; and the bribery of the chief men.
He was contented to purchase peace, with money,
from :nations, whom he pretended tp have con-
guered. The Jeading men of the Gauls, for. the
destinies ‘of nations are in.the hands of a few;
particularly in democracies, where individual
autherity, being unknown to the law, cannot be
limited by its betrayed the general good for Pris
yate interest. The truth of this, is confirmed by.
Cicero, who says that Ceesar intended to concﬂm]:e
the Gauls, by hope, and rewards. Any payment,
from one nation to-another, ynder these circum-
stances, is, in effect, a tribute, These separate
evidences, confirm the testimony of Ponticus Ve-“
ruynnius, that Caesar averted the i mvaswn of Italy, .
by qpening his treasures to the prlnces of Gaul,'_ B

These events are rendered still more probable, by,

the ancient manner, recorded by Tacitus, of conw
ciliating the German nations; by public presents,
of horses, arms, geld chains, and even money;
the amonnt of which, was estimated, by: ca.lculstmg
the probable suceess, and risk, of a campaign,,
It was, in f&ct. a composltlon, mstead of taking
hqoty in kmd a.nd aﬁ'ords ample testnnony, of the
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strength of the Celtic nafions; and the oonm
tive weakness-of, the, Bemans: B

The most_important. corolaries,. may h&drawn :
from the history.of this war. .If (the grossest ..

deceptions, ‘haye been :practised in.a written -

statement, published, and open to.detection; :mueh
more, must the laureate gpistle to the senate; and
still more, general assertions of victory, be:sus-
were.not ungivilized, neither were. Maesia, Dacia,
Illyria, nor the.ather nations which surraunded the
Roman empire. Agaip, if “a.cunningly devised
fable,” comprising the events of a few years, be’
necessarily exposed, on examination; that booky
comprebending many ages, which has not suffered
in its credit, from the most minute, and eritical
inspeetion, must necessarily be true.

. It is pleasing to rescue from imputation, our
ancestors; or these, who before us oceunpied the
same country: but it is essential, on a religious
account, to free the great families of Europe,
from the barbarism falsely attributed to them.

If, acgording to the theory of Epicurus; the
belief of -Liucretius, and Cicero; and the generad
assent of antiquity, to the existence of aboriginal
tribes; man sprung into being, by some plastic
power of nature; then, it would be fair to trace
him, thro’ several gradations, from barbarism to
civilization. It would be necessary, to infer his
original savage state, But, if we look with
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confidence to a divine origin; if the earliest ac-
count, which is more ancient than fable, and more
true than history, indicates a consequent civi-
Hlzation; then, positive proof is required, of his
degradation; and we forfeit our birthright, as
confirmed by revelation, if we suppose that man
was gradually reclaimed, from a brutal state.

Our view of the Roman history will be materi-
ally altered, if we consider the antagonists of the
Romans, as not deficient in civilization; which
is proved, by the great forces they raised; - the
successful resistance they opposed to invading
armies; and the existence of immense naval, and
military empires; the Pheenician, the Cilician,
and the Celtic; which once claimed the dominion
of the world, and nearly obtained it.

It will follow, that the nature of the contest
with them,-has been misrepresented; that the
eonquests of the Romans, in all countries, as in
Britain, were precarious, and limited; and ever
liable to the most fatal re-action: and that the
decline, and fall, of the Roman empire, were
eonsequences, which no human wxsdom, or power,
could have averted. ~ :

THE END.

R. ALEXANDER, P_rin'er,

Chippenham, Wilts
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ERRATA.

* Page 13, line T, for Gibralter read Gibraltar

80, 9O, for was read were.
38, 4, for Gibralter read Gibraltar.
56, 11, for propogated read propagated.
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